
Topic: Pages 1-15​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   ​ ​ ​  Name: Ms. Argentine 
Essential ?: What do we learn on pages 1-15 of 451?​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date: 8/24/17 

Period: 1 
Questions Notes 
-What are some symbols/sensory 
details that represent Guy? 
 
 
-How are firemen different from 
now to 451? 
 
 
 
-How is Clarisse described and why? 
 
-What are some things Clarisse 
does that makes her “crazy?” 
 
 
 
-Why do fireman burn books? 
 
 
-What are some things that exist in 
the future society? 

Part 1: “The Hearth and the Salamander” 
Guy Montag 
-likes to burn things (pyro) 
-helmet says “451” 
- burns down houses that have books, fireman 
-being followed? Gets a strange feeling while walking home 
-symbols: salamander, phoenix, 451 
-smells like kerosene, he calls it “perfume” 
-30years old, started being fireman at age 20 
 
Clarisse McClellan (neighbor) 
-white girl, pale, curious, white dress   (white= angel, pure, innocence) 
-“I’m seventeen and I’m crazy” (5) 
-has a light in her eyes like a candle 
-thinks about things, likes to walk around 
-Clarisse’s family sit around and talk= Weird! 
 
Guy and Clarisse walk home 
-Clarisse not afraid of him even tho he’s a fireman 
-Against the law to read books!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
-Guy says houses have always been fireproof 
-jet cars: super-fast (get arrested for going 40mph), 200ft long billboard 
-Parlor-walls 
-Fun parks 
-Clarisse asks Guy is he happy? 

-Where is Guy’s hiding place? 
 
-How does Guy feel about his 
wife/their home? 
 
 
-What has happened to Mildred at 
the start of the book? 
 
-What do the jet bombers indicate 
about their society? 
 
 
-How is Mildred “fixed?” 
-How has drug abuse impact their 
society? 
 
 
-How has increased population 
impact the society? 

Page 8: 
-Something hidden in the ventilator grill in his house 
-he talked to someone else one other time, in a park 
-only walked together a few minutes but huge impact on him 
-compares bedroom to a tomb 
-“ear thimble” “seashells” “wasps”= earbuds for music/radio 
Guy is NOT happy was just faking it like wearing a MASK 
 
Page 10: 
-kicks something walking to bed- sleeping pills 
-Mildred (wife) took all her sleeping pills 
-Jet bombers going over the house very loud: at war 
-Guy calls hospital 
 
Page 12 
-Machine 1:  stomach pump 
-Machine 2: blood transfusion  
-$50, not even real doctors, call them handyman/operators, get ten cases a night 
 
Page 14 
-Guy says there are too many people, all strangers, don’t know anyone 
-Guy wishes he could clean Mildred’s mind too 
-Guy wishes he were at Clarisse’s house 
-Clarisse’s uncle says, “everyone using everyone else’s coattails” (15) 



  


