
 

 

Black Water                     
Middle School                     

October Bear Updates 
October 1-30, 2026 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
10/23/26-First Quarter Ends 
10/23/26- Fun and Fantastic Friday= 
College and Career Ready- Wear 
your favorite college gear 
10/26-10/30/26-Red Ribbon Week 
10/26/26- Fall Picture Day 
10/29/26- Q1 Report Cards Issued via 
PowerSchool 
 
 

10/30/26- Fun and Fantastic Friday- 
Students are permitted to wear 
school appropriate costumes. 
11/3/26- HCS Schools and Offices are 
closed for Election Day 

 

Important Bear Links 
26-27 BWMS Student Handbook 
BWMS Cell Phone Policy 
BWMS School Website 

HCS Student Calendar 
Payments-MyPaymentsPlus 
BWMS Facebook Page 

 

Administration and Guidance 

Brandice Gore-Principal 
Sara Smith-Assistant Principal-8th grade and 
Team 7-3 
Spencer Gaither-Assistant Principal-6th grade & 
7th grade 

Julie Hardwick-8th grade 
Wendy Linen-6th grade 
Gretta Pratt- 7th Grade 

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1LYyVPFwEqqLm5wKyZwjrl3_l-oY3eGpfq27Q0dS6U9Y/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J1jNEP_8W6fnjGX_dR145mZrOXtrPVlHd-UcDoHjnH8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.horrycountyschools.net/Black_Water_Middle_School
https://www.horrycountyschools.net/calendar
https://www.horrycountyschools.net/cms/lib/SC02209139/Centricity/Domain/770/My-Payments-Plus-flyer.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/BlackWaterMiddle


 

From the Desk of Ms. Gore 
Greetings BWMS Families, 

Thank you for an incredible first quarter of the 2026-2027 school year! Students are 
thriving inside and outside of the classroom. Student success is attributed to the 
hard work of our teachers, staff, and you as parents or guardians. Thank you for all 
that you do to support your student(s) and our school. It truly takes all of us working 
together to create student success.  

We are very happy with our 2025-2026 school report card rating of Good! We will 
continue to celebrate success, while holding students to high academic and 
behavioral standards. We put the success of our students first which requires high 
standards. Please continue to monitor PowerSchool and communicate with your 
student(s) teachers if you have questions or concerns regarding their academic 
progress.  

My door is also always open. I am here to support and serve you. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me by phone or email.  

Sincerely, 

Principal Gore 

~Building Bear Greatness~ #Greatness is the Expectation! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2026-2027 School Improvement and PTO Meeting Dates:  
All meetings are conducted at BWMS unless denoted/communicated otherwise. This is 
a great opportunity to support students, teachers, and staff, while also providing your 
input to assist with school growth and development.  
 

●​ Wednesday, November 18, 2026- 8:45 am 
●​ Wednesday, January 27, 2027- 8:45 am 
●​ Wednesday, February 24, 2027- 8:45 am 
●​ Wednesday, March 31, 2027- 8:45 am 
●​ Wednesday, April 28, 2027- 8:45 am  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

October Fun/Fantastic Friday Themes 
** Students are permitted to wear costumes on Friday, October 30. Face 

coverings are not permitted. Dress code rules apply.** 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Fall Picture Day 
** Students will take photos during their first discovery class.** 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Red Ribbon Week- October 26-30 
Students will learn and engage in activities that promote positive decision making 

and living drug and alcohol free. Students will complete literacy based activities 
during DEN each day of Red Ribbon week to learn more about living drug free.  

 

 
 
 

 



 

Accessing Report Cards in PowerSchool  
***Please ensure that you use the web version of PowerSchool and not 

the APP to access report cards. ***** 

Logging on to PowerSchool Parent/Student Portal: 

The PowerSchool Parent/Student Portal is web-based and can be accessed from any 
computer with internet access. Compatible web browsers include Internet Explorer 8, 
Firefox, Safari, and Chrome. The PowerSchool Parent/Student Portal can be found at 

the following secured web address: 

https://myps.horrycountyschools.net/public/ 

 
 

2026-2027 Bus Information 

 
The Carolina Forest Bus Office offers a Facebook page that is updated 

daily during the school year with announcements relative to bus 
schedules, arrival and departure times, and route changes. Please like 

their page to remain updated. https://www.facebook.com/CarolinaForestBusOffice 
Stop times are established through the bus office, we encourage 

parents to reach out to the Carolina Forest Bus Office at the beginning 

https://myps.horrycountyschools.net/public/
https://out.smore.com/render/nspry/CWiRb5?__$u__


 

of the school year and throughout the school year with bus questions. 
Use this link to complete a form which requests bus information. The 

forms are checked and you will receive an email response. 
https://forms.gle/Fj3Hu5kLqcZLJWW58 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://out.smore.com/render/nspry/RFFy1M?__$u__


 

2026-2027 Breakfast and Lunch Menus: 

 
Use this link to access breakfast and lunch menus for Black 

Water Middle School. My School Menus - Menu  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://menus.healthepro.com/organizations/2111/sites/14509/menus/128296


 

2026-2027 Clear BookBag Protocol 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

The Protected Learning Initiative 
Beginning this school year, 2026-2027, steps have been taken to reduce unnecessary 
screen time and promote balanced, engaging learning experiences. Teachers and 
staff will be provided with practical tools to include screen time tracking resources, 
blended learning strategies, and professional development on incorporating 
hands-on and collaborative classroom activities. Schools will dedicate structured 
time throughout the school day for device-free instruction, collaborative learning, 
and wellness- focused educational tasks designed to strengthen student focus and 
engagement.  
 
Our guiding principle for this initiative is that Technology should enhance learning 
experiences while maintaining opportunities for: 

●​ Face-to-Face Discussion 
●​ Written Communication 
●​ Hands-On Learning 
●​ Physical Movement 
●​ Social Interaction and Collaboration 

 
 



 

 
 

 

2026-2027 Student Procedures and Information: 
Morning Arrival: 
Student drop-off begins at 7:30 (the gate to release into the car rider loop will open 
at 7:30 am daily). Supervision is not available prior to 7:30 and students should not be 
at school prior to this time. Please ensure that you adhere to this policy for the safety 
of students. 
 
Afternoon Dismissal: 
Car riders should be picked up from school no later than 3:50 pm. Please ensure that 
your students are aware of being a car rider prior to the end of the day if this is not 
their normal mode of transportation. Transportation changes should be 
communicated to the front office staff via phone or email.  
Deliveries: 
We do not allow deliveries of flowers, balloons, or the like. No outside food is allowed 
to be delivered. 



 

 
Water Bottles: 

●​ Students are permitted to bring a sealed or empty water bottle to school to 
refill in our water fountains/water stations. Water bottles with sports tops are 
not permitted. Metal and glass water bottles are also not allowed. This is to 
ensure the safety of our students. 

 
Perfume/Aerosol Spray: 
Perfume and aerosol sprays are not permitted. This is to ensure the safety of 
students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2026-2027 HCS Student Calendars and Breaks 
Students learn best when they are in school. The flyer below contains the dates this 

school year where there are breaks from school. Please use this as a guide when 
planning and scheduling your vacations. We are looking forward to a great school 

year filled with lots of great learning experiences for our students.  

 
 



 

 


	Logging on to PowerSchool Parent/Student Portal: 

