
AP US HISTORY​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ WOHLGEMUTH 

PERIODS 8 & 9 STUDY GUIDE 
 (1945-1980) & (1980-present)  

(Chapters 24-30) 
DIRECTIONS:  Keep up with the reading calendar and use the following list of “Terms to Know” as a guide when you take 
your nightly notes that you can use on your quizzes. Treat the “Key Concepts” as main ideas covered in the unit. The “learning 
objectives” should be viewed as potential essays/discussion prompts.  I will not be collecting these for any points.  The better 
you are at self-discipline and taking your notes, the better you will do on the quizzes, tests, essays, and ultimately the AP exam 
next month. 
 
UNIT 8 LEARNING OBJECTIVES BY THEMES 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE A: Explain the context for societal change from 1945 to 1980. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE B: Explain the continuities and changes in Cold War policies from 1945 to 1980. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE C: Explain the causes and effects of the Red Scare after World War II. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE D: Explain the causes of economic growth in the years after World War II. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE E: Explain the causes and effects of the migration of various groups of Americans after 
1945 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE F: Explain how mass culture has been maintained or challenged over time. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE G: Explain how and why the civil rights movements developed and expanded from 1945 to 
1960. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE H: Explain the various military and diplomatic responses to international developments over 
time. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE I: Explain the causes and effects of the Vietnam War. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE J: Explain the causes and effects of continuing policy debates about the role of the federal 
government over time. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE K: Explain the continuities and changes in immigration patterns over time. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE L: Explain how and why various groups responded to calls for the expansion of civil rights 
from 1960 to 1980. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE M: Explain the various ways in which the federal government responded to the calls for the 
expansion of civil rights. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE N: Explain how and why opposition to existing policies and values developed and changed 
over the course of the 20th century. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE O: Explain how and why policies related to the environment developed and changed from 
1968 to 1980. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE P: Explain the effects of the growth of religious movements over the course of the 20th 
century. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE Q: Explain the extent to which the events of the period from 1945 to1980 reshaped national 
identity. 
 
CH. 24 Cold War: TERMS TO KNOW: 
Cold War Stalin 
Marshall Plan Yalta & Potsdam 
United Nations (Dec. of Human Rights) Truman Doctrine 
NSC-68 Election 1948 
Korean War Mao Zedong 
Containment George F. Kennan 
“More bang for the buck” Domino Theory/Effect 
Central Intelligence Agency North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
Berlin Blockade, Airlift J. Edgar Hoover 
Warsaw Pact Molotov Plan 
Formosa (Taiwan) Eisenhower Doctrine 
Chiang Kai-shek Fair Deal 
Taft-Hartley Act Executive Order 9981 
House of Un-American Activities Committee The Hollywood 10/Blacklisting 
Alger Hiss Whittaker Chambers 
Richard M. Nixon Pumpkin Papers 
The Rosenbergs McCarthyism 



Red Scare Checkers Speech 
Fidel Castro JFK 
Nikita Khrushchev Bay of Pigs 
New Frontier Cuban Missile Crisis 
Berlin Wall Panmunjom 
Massive retaliation Suez Canal Crisis 
Brinkmanship Mutually assured destruction 
 
CH. 25 1950s Culture TERMS TO KNOW: 
Baby Boom Space Program 
Levittown Military-Industrial Complex 
Sputnik NASA 
World Bank, IMF “Beats” 
National Defense Education Act The Other America 
GI Bill  National Interstate and DefenseHighways Act, 1956 
teenager TV culture 
Kerner Commission Kitchen Debate 
Polio Vaccine Sunbelt 
 
CH 26 Civil Rights Movement TERMS TO KNOW: 
Election of 1960 (TV debates) “I Have a Dream” Speech 
Executive Order 8802 Double V Campaign 
Dixiecrat Civil Rights Act 1964 
Brown v Board of Education Topeka Kansas, 1954 March on Washington 
Title VII of Civil Rights Act 1969 Voting Rights Act 1965 
Black Panther Party De jure and De facto segregation 
“Letter from a Birmingham jail” Black Power 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee SNCC Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
Malcolm X Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 
Freedom Rides Strom Thurmond 
Stokely Carmichael Wounded Knee 
Nation of Islam/black nationalism Earl Warren 
Greensboro Sit-ins Thurgood Marshall 
Robert (Bobby) Kennedy Separate but Equal Doctrine 
Immigration Act 1965 Massive resistance 
Democratic Party Convention (election) 1968 Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference Crisis in Little Rock 
La Raza Unida United Farm Workers 
Brown II, All Deliberate Speed American Indian Movement (AIM) 
Rosa Parks Cesar Chavez 
Montgomery Bus Boycott  
 
CH. 27 1960s TERMS TO KNOW: 
The New Left JFK & New Frontier 
Student for a Democratic Society (SDS) LBJ & Great Society 
The Warren Court Affirmative Action 
Free Speech Movement, Mario Savio Roe v Wade, 1973 
Griswold v Connecticut, 1965 Engle v Vitale, 1962 
Tinker v Des Moines School District, 1969 Gideon v Wainwright, 1963 
Katz v United States, 1967 Miranda v Arizona, 1966 
Henry Kissinger Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 
The New Left Counterculture 
detente chaos of 1968 
My Lai Massacre George Wallace 
Gloria Steinem Stonewall Riot 



Bakke v UC Regents of California, 1978 Ho Chi Minh City 
Credibility gap Vietnamization 
Silent Majority Kent State University 
Medicare/Medicaid The Pentagon Papers 
SALT I Guns vs. Butter 
Gay Liberation Front The Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) 
Second Wave Feminism Betty Friedan/Feminine Mystique 
National Organization of Women (NOW) Tet Offensive 
38th parallel Ho Chi Minh 
Dien Bien Phu Vietnam/French Indochina 
Agent orange, napalm Title IX 
 
Ch 28: 1970s TERMS TO KNOW 
Malaise Speech Silent Spring, Rachel Carson 
Stagnation EPA 
SALT II Gerald Ford 
Camp David Accords Jimmy Carter 
Three Mile Island Disaster Committee to Re-Elect the President (CREEP) 
OPEC Watergate 
Love Canal Sunbelt/Frostbelt/Rustbelt 
Oil embargo Prop 13 
Watergate War Powers Act 
Affirmative Action Deregulation 
Religious Revival Bakke v University of California, 1978 
Phyllis Schlafly ERA 
Earth Day Roe v Wade, 1973 
Evangelicalism Billy Graham 
 
UNIT 9 LEARNING OBJECTIVES BY THEMES 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE A: Explain the context in which the United States faced international and domestic 
challenges after 1980. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE B: Explain the causes and effects of continuing policy debates about the role of the federal 
government over time. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE C: Explain the causes and effects of the end of the Cold War and its legacy. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE D: Explain the causes and effects of economic and technological change over time. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE E: Explain the causes and effects of domestic and international migration over time. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE F: Explain the causes and effects of the domestic and international challenges the United 
States has faced in the 21st century. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVE G: Explain the relative significance of the effects of change in the period after 1980 on 
American national identity. 
 
CH. 29 TERMS TO KNOW: 
Reagan Coalition Sandra Day O’Connor 
HIV/AIDS Reaganomics 
Neo-conservatism Phyllis Schlafly 
Ayatollah Khomeini Mikhail Gobrachev 
Shah of Iran Strategic Defense Initiative/Star Wars 
Iran Hostages Crisis Ronald Reagan  
Persian Gulf War Sandinistas 
The National Review Contras 
Barry Goldwater Iran-Contra Affair 
Sagebrush Rebellion Geraldine Ferraro 
Religious Right Jesse Jackson 
“Big Government” Moral Majority 
Glasnost Clarence Thomas 
Grassroots organizations (def. & examples of) Earth Day 



Perestroika Family values 
“Teflon president”  
 
Ch. 30 TERMS TO KNOW: 
September 11, 2001 (9/11) Contract with America 
War in Iraq 2003 Osama bin Laden 
War in Afghanistan Barack Obama 
War on Terror Elections of 2000, 2008, 2016 
PATRIOT Act Al Gore 
Al Qaeda Clinton Scandals 
The Taliban Clinton Impeachment 
ISIS NAFTA 
Don’t Ask Don’t Tell Obama Care 
DOMA Internet and technology advances 
Globalization Immigration acts of 1965, 1996 
Dot Com Bust Donald Trump 
The Great Recession Mass Culture 
World Trade Organization (WTO) European Union 
multiculturalism clash over “family values” 
George W Bush Newt Gingrich 
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