Module 6: Materials

Overall mark (delete the inapplicable) Met

CPs should:

Create and deliver a material-light lesson with reference to the principles

Met
discussed in this module ©

Evaluate your lesson from both the learner and teacher perspectives Met

Create an action plan with follow-up language work including a rationale for

. Met
choices

Use written language that is clear, accurate and appropriate to the task Met

Tutor comments:

Joel,

Thank you for experimenting with a material-light lesson and leaving your comfort zone in
this way. | can easily feel that this experiment helped you reflect on your teaching from a bit
different point of view.

The lesson seems to have been quite successful, and it is absolutely clear why. The topic
was really motivating as it was personalised, and you came up with the possible ways to
improve this lesson next time. Your language focussed action plan seems to be reasonable
as well.

Overall, this paper certainly meets the assessment criteria and deserves a Pass.
Thank you

Andriy

07 Dec 2021

Word count — 506

The lesson | created was based off of “Paper Interviews” from page 31 of

Teaching Unplugged. It was adapted to fit the aims of my course and the needs of my

learners. It was also adapted for teaching online.

| put the students in groups in separate breakout rooms. Each group had to write
a report on my eating and nutrition habits. They could use a Google document to write

down any questions that they wanted, but | would only answer correctly formed
questions. If the question was not well formed, they had to work in groups to

reformulate the question. | gave hints if needed. Then, using this information, they had

to write a coherent paragraph about my eating habits. | gave corrections as needed.
Finally, the different groups compared their paragraphs to look for similarities and
differences.



This activity was chosen for a number of reasons that have to do with topic, aims,
and practicality. In terms of topic, the topic was directly related to the topic of the unit
and to the students’ upcoming unit assessment. In my teaching context, it is necessary
to link everything to the unit objectives. In terms of aims, the focus on written accuracy
was also relevant to the upcoming unit assessment. Also, this class was the reading
and writing class, so it was desirable to create a materials-light lesson that focused on
writing. In terms of practicality, this activity was very easy to set up when teaching
online.

| was worried that students wouldn’t react well to this lesson since it was a
departure from the usual activities, but student participation on this activity was much
higher than | expected. Usually they are very slow to start participating in online
activities, but almost immediately they started bombarding me with questions. The
problem ended up not being too little student participation, but too much. | couldn’t
answer the questions fast enough.

Part of the problem was that as this activity was originally formulated in Teaching
Unplugged, it involved slips of paper and a runner who brings the question from the
group to the teacher, which probably helps to space out the questions. Obviously that
doesn’t work in an online class, so I'll need to think about how | will adjust this activity
for future use in online classes.

From my perspective, | found the lesson to be exhausting from my perspective,
but I'm happy the students were so engaged.

From the students’ perspective, they seemed to really enjoy the lesson, or at
least find it engaging. And | suspect they found the feedback on written accuracy
helpful.

The overwhelming majority of the language inaccuracies had to do with 3rd
person singular s. However, as these are pre-advanced students, | believe this is a slip
rather than a systematic error. The systematic error seemed to be in the use of narrative
tenses. Particularly | noticed confusion about when to use past simple, present perfect
and past perfect. So | will follow this up with language work on narrative tenses.



