Parshat Bereshit: Man, Rain and Earth
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5) Rabbi Samson Refael Hirsch, Commentary on the Torah, Genesis 2:5

The previous verse was the introduction to the history of mankind and showed us the
further development of the world, after its creation, to be dependent on the existence
and behavior of Man. Then this verse takes the story back to the moment when
creation is at a standstill awaiting its further development which is dependent on
Man... The words, nTw and nnTX, which occur here for the first time, show at once
that we are now in the realm of mankind. Until now it has used the general term yax.
ButnTw is that piece of ground that a man lays claim to for the purpose of obtaining



food.... NNTIX is, in any case, the earth looked on not as a cosmic body but as being
associated with Man, given over as the realm of his activity. n'w is the general name
for growth. (Hence also the used for the spiritual growth of Man. Our sages then take
it to refer specially to prayer. Praying, looked at from this point of view, is simply
drinking from the source of all spiritual life, watering all the fibers and filaments of our
inner being to produce new blossoms). n'w elsewhere, generally, means growth itself,
vegetation. But here it cannot have that meaning, for vegetation was already in
existence before the sixth day when Man was created. Hence it must mean the
activity of growth. Plants were in existence on the third day, but they made no
progress, did not grow. Rain was lacking, which G-d did not grant to the physical
world, but to mankind, not as n'1"X but as D'1"X 'n and Man was not yet there.
Man, whose moral government on earth was demanded by G-d, its Master, for the
further development of the earth.

It is deeply significant that the activity of Man mastering the earth is called nTIQy,
service... At Man's mastery over the earth, he himself is directly in the service of G-d,
but indirectly in the service of the earth although G-d has made him master of its
uses. When Man lays claim to the forces of the earth to use them for the purposes
G-d indicated to him, and changes it about for such uses, the earth does not lose the
dignity of its original status and calling, but rather attains it thereby. By his work on it,
Man raises its purely physical nature into playing a part in the sphere of the moral
purposes of the world. The mastery of a true "Adam" over the earth is, in truth,
ANTXN NTIAY, "serving it", furthering its true purpose. And for this service of man to
earth, G-d, D'p"’xX 'n, gives rain. The actual formation of the rain itself belongs to the
physical laws of nature created by n'p1"x. But that the rain does come, when and
where and how it falls, that it comes n%7p"%7 X'21 n>11Y%, that G-d kept back for his
government of the moral world which is expressed by the name n'.... The relationship
between rain and morality, spoken of the Jewish people and of the Jewish land, the
land of the Torah, the land of the Divine laws of morality, is accordingly no exceptional
case, nothing unnatural. It is rather what was originally appointed for the human
world and for its earth and the condition to which both will return, ultimately, when
the human race will submit itself to the Divine laws of morality. So that here, in our
verse, the fact is given, which our sages expressed in their dictum, that rain is one of
the things, the responsibility for which, G-d did not hand over to a messenger. All the
forces which work in nature, acting as G-d's messengers, go unalterably on their
straight, unswerving path.... The gift of rain... the "key of rain", G-d retained for the
moral ruling of His governing the world for mankind....

6) Genesis 1:26 — All other creatures are introduced only with their creation; at Man,
creation halts to proclaim to the world, which is already created, the intention to
make an DTN, for this DTN is to enter the created world, as appointed by G-d, to be its
ruler and master... [In another place] we tried to make it clear... that the usual
assumption that DTN is derived from AN [is incorrect];ANTN is clearly derived from
DTX. The characteristic of being "earth-born" is common to all animals; but the
special characteristic of Man is that he is not entirely originated from the earth, but
that the breath of G-d, breathed into his earth-made body, made him a Man.
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