COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

August 15, 2022
PENN*LINK

TO: School District Superintendents
School District Special Education Directors
Charter School Administrators
Charter School Special Education Directors
Intermediate Unit Executive Directors
Intermediate Unit Special Education Directors
Intermediate Unit PennData Managers

FROM: Eric Hagarty
Secretary of Education

SUBJECT: Pennsylvania’s Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B 2022
Determinations Notification

On June 25, 2022, Pennsylvania received notification from the U.S. Department of Education’s (USDE)
Office of Special Education Programs that the commonwealth has received a “Meets Requirements”
determination, the highest level that the federal government awards to states under Part B of the IDEA.

Pennsylvania was one of only 22 states and territories that received the distinction this year. The
commonwealth’s excellent work in special education has been recognized with the “Meets Requirements”
designation for 15 of the 16 years that USDE has been issuing its determinations. This recognition is a
testament to the hard work of educators and staff in delivering high-quality services to students with
disabilities and their families.

This determination is based on the totality of the commonwealth’s special education data and information,
including the federal fiscal year 2020 State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR),
other state-reported data, and additional publicly available information. Consistent with USDE’s Results
Driven Accountability, 2022 determinations were based on the commonwealth’s compliance with the
regulatory requirements of the IDEA, as well as the positive outcomes being achieved for students.

In making Part B determinations in 2022, the USDE Office of Special Education Programs considered the
following results data for students with disabilities:

1. Participation on regular statewide assessments.

2. Participation and performance on the most recently administered (school year 2018-19) National
Assessment of Educational Progress.

3. Graduation with a regular high school diploma.

4. Dropout rates.

Pennsylvania’s Part B SPP/APR is available on the Pennsylvania Department of Education

website or the Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network website. The USDE has
developed state profiles as a resource for IDEA-related, state-specific information. Persons interested in
reviewing that information may visit the USDE Office of Special Education Program’s Pennsylvania's
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B 2022 - Determination Notification.

Questions regarding this information may be directed to Amy Pastorak, Assistant Director of the
Pennsylvania Department of Education’s Bureau of Special Education, at apastorak@pa.gov.


https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Special%20Education/IDEA/Pages/StatePerformancePlan.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Special%20Education/IDEA/Pages/StatePerformancePlan.aspx
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pattan.net%2FLegal%2FFederal-Laws-and-Regulations%2FThe-State-Performance-Plan-Annual-Performance-Repo&data=05%7C01%7Cpl-specialed%40lists.psu.edu%7Ca78d6e91d8ca47a6d55308da7ef78476%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C0%7C637961898789741060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rSQk8VPUmBSn2eWqPPdJmeXUqyzCYQO9OR3nyqg3KUM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.ed.gov%2Fidea%2Fspp-apr-letters%3Fselected-category%3Dsppapr-part-b%26selected-year%3D%26state%3DPennsylvania&data=05%7C01%7Cpl-specialed%40lists.psu.edu%7Ca78d6e91d8ca47a6d55308da7ef78476%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C0%7C637961898789741060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6m54ZDYK3VwdxmHUWV4dJA7zAxMD71389CtO9AW3YAE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.ed.gov%2Fidea%2Fspp-apr-letters%3Fselected-category%3Dsppapr-part-b%26selected-year%3D%26state%3DPennsylvania&data=05%7C01%7Cpl-specialed%40lists.psu.edu%7Ca78d6e91d8ca47a6d55308da7ef78476%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C0%7C637961898789741060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6m54ZDYK3VwdxmHUWV4dJA7zAxMD71389CtO9AW3YAE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:apastorak@pa.gov

This message was sent via PL-SPECIALED@LISTS.PSU.EDU, the Special Education e-mail
listserv of the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

An archive of the last 3 months of messages is available

at: https://lists.psu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A0=PL-SPECIALED You will need to register a password
and login using the email address that you used to subscribed

to PL-SPECIALED@LISTS.PSU.EDU.

To subscribe to this list (which is free), send a blank message
to PL-SPECIALED-SUBSCRIBE-REQUEST@LISTS.PSU.EDU.

To unsubscribe from this list, send a blank message

to PL-SPECIALED-UNSUBSCRIBE-REQUEST@LISTS.PSU.EDU.

To contact the managers of this list, send an email to pennlinkhelp@psu.edu.
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