Nord Grand 2 vs Nord Stage 4
Keyboard: Sound Quality, Price &
Specs

Meta Description: Compare Nord Grand 2 vs Nord Stage 4 keyboards. Get expert analysis
of keybeds, sound engines, features, and pricing to help you choose the right keyboard.

Alt text: Nord Grand 2.

Key Takeaways

The Nord Stage 4 delivers three independent sound engines (Piano, Organ with
drawbars, and Wave 2 Synth with FM/VA synthesis), while the Nord Grand 2 focuses
on dual Piano and Synth layers.

Both feature premium triple-sensor keybeds, but the Stage 4 offers fully weighted
keys with aftertouch, while the Grand 2's Kawai Responsive Hammer Action
emphasizes an authentic acoustic-piano feel.

Stage 4's LED-tracked drawbars provide real-time organ control, which is impossible
on the Grand 2, making it essential for keyboardists who need authentic B-3 organ
performance alongside the piano.

The Nord Grand 2 includes the Triple Pedal 2 for enhanced piano expressiveness,
while the Stage 4 prioritizes panel controls and synthesis capabilities.

Sam Ash retails both premium Nord keyboards with expert guidance and a 45-day
return policy.

Two Philosophies from Sweden's Finest

Nord has earned its reputation as the premier manufacturer of professional stage keyboards,
and both the Grand 2 and Stage 4 represent the pinnacle of their respective design
philosophies.


https://www.samash.com/pianos-keyboards

The Nord Grand 2 is built for pianists who demand the most authentic piano experience in a
stage instrument. Its Kawai Responsive Hammer Action keybed, including Triple Pedal 2,
and focused Piano/Synth architecture create an instrument that feels and responds like a
concert grand while offering the versatility of Nord's acclaimed sound libraries.

The Nord Stage 4 is built for keyboardists who need everything—piano, organ, and
synthesizer, in one commanding instrument. Its three independent sound engines, physical
drawbars with LED tracking, aftertouch, and Wave 2 synthesis capabilities make it the
ultimate Swiss Army knife for working musicians.

The question is whether you're primarily a pianist who occasionally needs other sounds, or a
keyboardist who needs full access to every keyboard voice in the repertoire.
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Perfect Gear for Every Musician:

e Electronic Drums: Complete selection from beginner-friendly kits to professional
studio setups. Get the authentic acoustic feel with modern convenience — perfect
for home practice and recording.

e Digital Pianos & Stage Keyboards: Portable alternatives to premium acoustic
pianos without sacrificing sound quality. Ideal for home players, live performers,
and studio work.

e Synthesizers & Music Production: A full range of analog and digital synths,
grooveboxes, and production gear for beat-making, sound design, and studio
sessions.

e Professional Recording Gear: Everything you need for your home studio setup,
from interfaces to monitors, backed by expert consultation for high-value
purchases.

Why Musicians Choose Sam Ash:

v Family-owned U.S.A. 100-year legacy of music expertise

v Personalized service and help from fellow pro musicians

v/ Multiple financing options: 0% interest financing, no-credit financing, buy-now-pay-later
v Large selection from the best brands in music and sound

v Fast, free shipping on 1000s of items within the USA

v Famous flash sales and mega deals



https://www.samash.com/shop
https://www.samash.com/drums-and-percussion
https://www.samash.com/pianos-keyboards
https://www.samash.com/dj-production
https://www.samash.com/recording

Get Expert Guidance:

Whether you're a savvy musician seeking confirmation or a beginner needing guidance,
our Gear Expert Team helps ensure you make the right choice for your music and budget.
From bedroom producers to professional studios — we've got your sound covered.

SHOP SAM ASH NOW —

Nord Grand 2 Specifications

\

Caption: The Nord Grand 2 is built from the ground up to deliver authentic piano
performance with the flexibility of modern sound design.

Alt text: Nord Grand 2 88-Key Stage Keyboard.

Kawai Responsive Hammer Action Keybed

The Grand 2's defining feature is its upgraded Kawai Responsive Hammer Action with triple
sensor system. This keyboard accurately tracks hammer movement throughout the
keystroke, providing:

Authentic piano touch that mirrors acoustic grand piano response
Extraordinary dynamic control across the full range

Nuanced expression capturing every subtlety of technique
Comfortable, balanced feel for extended performance


https://www.samash.com/
https://www.samash.com/nord-grand-2-88-key-stage-key-board

For pianists transitioning between acoustic and digital instruments, the Grand 2's action
minimizes the adjustment period, allowing techniques developed on concert grands to
translate directly.

Dual Piano & Synth Layers

The Grand 2's sound architecture revolves around two independently layerable engines that
expand creative possibilities.

The piano engine draws on an extensive collection of grands, uprights, and electric pianos
available through the Nord Piano Library, enhanced by advanced string resonance that
recreates realistic sympathetic vibration and Tru-Vibrato for authentic electric-piano
expression. Premium acoustic piano samples round out the offering for players demanding
uncompromising tone.

The synth engine benefits from doubled sample memory, accommodating brass, strings, and
analog synth sounds while remaining compatible with ongoing Nord Sample Library updates.

Players can layer these textures beneath piano tones or split the keyboard to access both
engines simultaneously. Ten split points with customizable crossfade options enable
sophisticated sound combinations, and dedicated effects for each layer allow independent
processing tailored to specific timbres.

User-Friendly Interface

The Grand 2's panel layout prioritizes intuitive operation. LED faders provide clear visual
feedback, while dedicated controls for attack, decay, and release, and velocity response
offer immediate access to essential parameters.

Mono and legato modes with adjustable glide expand expressive options, and
straightforward navigation simplifies browsing through the instrument's sound library.

Nord Stage 4 Specifications

Caption: The Nord Stage 4 represents the culmination of Nord's flagship stage keyboard
line—an instrument designed to handle every keyboard role in professional performance.



Alt text: Nord Stage 4 88 Stage Keyboard.

Fully Weighted Triple Sensor Keybed with Aftertouch

The Stage 4's keybed delivers a refined playing experience across 88 keys. Fully weighted
action provides the resistance that acoustic pianists expect, while triple-sensor detection
captures subtle variations in touch for precise dynamic expression.

Aftertouch capability, which is absent from the Grand 2, enables vibrato, filter sweeps, and
other expressive techniques that respond to continued pressure after striking a note. Nord
describes the overall feel as luxuriously smooth and responsive, and this aftertouch
functionality opens creative possibilities essential for synthesizer and organ performance.

Three Independent Sound Engines
Stage 4's architecture provides three complete sound engines:
Piano Engine:

Double sample memory for enhanced emulations
Grand and electric piano options

Guitars, strings, and choir sounds

Premium acoustic samples

Organ Engine:

Authentic B-3 organ emulation

Physical drawbars with LED tracking—the Stage 4's signature feature
Real-time harmonic control

Rotary speaker simulation

Wave 2 Synth Engine:

FM synthesis capabilities

Virtual Analog synthesis

Three independently adjustable synth layers
Arpeggiator with pattern and polyphonic modes
Gate control for rhythmic possibilities

This three-engine architecture means keyboardists can switch between—or layer—piano,
organ, and synth without compromise.

Comprehensive Effects

Nord equips the Stage 4 with professional-grade effects worthy of its sound engines. Multiple
effects can be assigned to each layer, with real-time control via LED-supported faders.


https://www.samash.com/stage-4-88-synthesizer-nstage488

Independent processing for each sound engine ensures that piano, organ, and synth tones
receive tailored treatment, with reverbs, delays, and modulation effects meeting the
standards performers demand.

Sound Quality Comparison

Piano Sounds

Both instruments draw from Nord's acclaimed Piano Library, providing access to world-class
grand piano samples, authentic upright piano options, and classical electric pianos, including
Rhodes and Wurlitzer emulations. Regular library updates ensure the sound collection
continues to grow over time.

The Grand 2's dedicated piano architecture, paired with the included Triple Pedal 2, creates
a more cohesive and integrated piano experience tailored specifically for pianists. Stage 4
delivers the same fundamental sample quality but houses it within a broader multi-engine
framework designed to serve diverse keyboard roles.

Organ Sounds

When it comes to organ, the two instruments take fundamentally different approaches. The
Nord Grand 2 has no dedicated organ section; organ sounds are available through its
sample library, but without any real-time harmonic control, making it suitable only for static
organ textures or background color.

The Nord Stage 4, by contrast, features a complete organ engine built around physical
drawbars with LED tracking, rotary speaker simulation, and authentic B-3 emulation. For any
keyboardist who needs to genuinely perform organ parts, not just approximate them, Stage 4
is the clear and only choice.

Synthesizer Sounds

The synthesizer capabilities of these two instruments are similarly divided. The Grand 2
offers a capable Sample Synth section with doubled memory, covering brass, strings, and
analog synth sounds, more than enough for layering beneath piano tones or occasional lead
work, but not a serious synthesis platform in its own right.

The Stage 4's Wave 2 engine is a different proposition entirely, combining FM and Virtual
Analog synthesis with three independently adjustable layers, a full arpeggiator with pattern
and polyphonic modes, and gate control for rhythmic sound design. It's a genuine,
professional synthesizer that happens to live inside a stage keyboard.

Pricing Overview

Both the Nord Grand 2 and Nord Stage 4 represent premium investments, though Sam Ash
currently offers significant savings on each. The Nord Grand 2 is available at $4,999, a
$2,000 reduction from its $6,999 MSRP, and includes the Triple Pedal 2, adding extra value
for pianists right out of the box.



The Nord Stage 4 comes in at $5,999, down $2,400 from its $8,399 MSRP, reflecting its
expanded three-engine architecture and broader feature set. The $1,000 difference between
the two models is worth weighing against your actual performance needs: if organ and
advanced synthesis are essential to your work, Stage 4's additional investment pays for
itself. If the piano is your primary instrument and everything else is secondary, the Grand 2
delivers exceptional value at its price point.

Overall Comparison: Nord Grand 2 vs Nord Stage 4

Feature

Nord Grand 2

Nord Stage 4 88

Sam Ash Price

$4,999.00 (save $2,000)

$5,999.00 (save $2,400)

MSRP $6,999.00 $8,399.00

Keys 88 88

Keybed Kawai Responsive Hammer Action | Fully Weighted Triple Sensor
Triple Sensors | Yes Yes

Aftertouch No Yes

Sound Engines

Piano + Synth (dual layers)

Piano + Organ + Synth (3
engines)

Polyphony

120 voices

Not specified

Organ Section

No dedicated section

Yes (with physical drawbars)

Drawbars

No

Yes (LED-tracked)

FM Synthesis

No

Yes (Wave 2 engine)

Virtual Analog Sample Synth section Yes (Wave 2 engine)

Arpeggiator No Yes (pattern + polyphonic modes)
Pedal Included | Triple Pedal 2 No

Power Supply Internal Internal

Why Buy Your Nord Keyboards from Sam Ash




Caption: Investing in a Nord keyboard is a significant decision. We provide the expertise to
ensure you choose the right instrument for your needs.

Alt text: Close-up shot of Nord Stage 4 88 Stage Keyboard.

At Sam Ash, our gear experts are experienced players who understand the critical
differences between Nord's piano-focused and multi-engine approaches. They can explain
how each model responds to different performance demands and offer guidance based on
your actual musical requirements rather than specifications alone.

Our 45-day return policy gives you time to integrate your new Nord into rehearsals, gigs, and
practice sessions, confirming it meets your expectations before making a final commitment.
If the instrument doesn't fit your workflow, you can make a change.

Sam Ash extends additional value with every purchase. Free shipping applies to all orders
over $49, we offer multiple financing options, and our century-plus legacy of family-owned
expertise means you're working with a team that has served professional musicians since
1924.

After your keyboard arrives, our support team remains available to assist with sound
programming, MIDI configuration, software updates, or any other questions that arise as you
explore your instrument's capabilities.

Shop our keyboard collection today!



https://www.samash.com/return-policy-2024
https://www.samash.com/
https://www.samash.com/shipping-faq
https://www.samash.com/pianos-keyboards

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs)

Can the Grand 2 do organ sounds at all?

The Grand 2 can play organ sounds from Nord's sample library, but it lacks the dedicated
organ engine and physical drawbars that make the Stage 4's organ authentic. For occasional
organ pads or background colors, the Grand 2 suffices. For genuine organ performance with
real-time harmonic control, only the Stage 4 delivers.

Which keyboard between the Nord Grand 2 and Nord Stage 4 has better
piano sounds?

Both access the same Nord Piano Library with identical piano samples. The fundamental
sound quality is the same. The difference lies in the playing experience: the Grand 2's Kawai
action and included Triple Pedal 2 create a more integrated piano feel, while the Stage 4
provides the same sounds within its multi-engine architecture.

Does the Grand 2 have aftertouch?

No. The Grand 2's Kawai Responsive Hammer Action prioritizes an authentic piano feel over
aftertouch. For pianists, this is typically the right trade-off. If you need aftertouch for
synthesizer or organ expression, choose Stage 4.

Can | use external pedals with the Stage 4?

Yes, the Stage 4 includes pedal inputs for sustain and expression pedals (sold separately).
However, it doesn't include a pedal unit like the Grand 2's Triple Pedal 2.

Can | get both the Nord Grand 2 and Nord Stage 4 keyboards at Sam
Ash?

Yes, Sam Ash carries both the Nord Grand 2 and Nord Stage 4. You can explore detailed
specifications and pricing on our website, and our gear experts are available to answer
questions and help you determine which instrument best serves your performance needs.

*Pricing and/or product availability mentioned in this post are subject to change. Please
check our website for current pricing and stock information before making a purchase.
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