
 

 
 

African American/Black Heritage Month 
February 2021 

When Carter G. Woodson established Negro History week in 1926, he realized the importance of providing 
a theme to focus the attention of the public. The intention has never been to dictate or limit the exploration 
of the Black experience, but to bring to the public’s attention important developments that merit emphasis. 

For those interested in the study of identity and ideology, an exploration of ASALH’s(Association for the 
Study of African American Life and History) Black History themes is itself instructive. Over the years, the 
themes reflect changes in how people of African descent in the United States have viewed themselves, 
the influence of social movements on racial ideologies, and the aspirations of the black community. 

The changes notwithstanding, the list reveals an overarching continuity in ASALH–our dedication to 
exploring historical issues of importance to people of African descent and race relations in America. 

Theme 2021 - The Black Family: Representation, Identity, and Diversity. 

The black family has been a topic of study in many disciplines—history, literature, the visual arts and film 
studies, sociology, anthropology, and social policy.  Its representation, identity, and diversity have been 
reverenced, stereotyped, and vilified from the days of slavery to our own time. The black family knows no 
single location, since family reunions and genetic-ancestry searches testify to the spread of family 
members across states, nations, and continents. Not only are individual black families diasporic, but Africa 
and the diaspora itself have been long portrayed as the black family at large. While the role of the black 
family has been described by some as a microcosm of the entire race, its complexity as the “foundation” of 
African American life and history can be seen in numerous debates over how to represent its meaning and 
typicality from a historical perspective—as slave or free, as patriarchal or matriarchal/matrifocal, as 
single-headed or dual-headed household, as extended or nuclear, as fictive kin or blood lineage, as legal 
or common law, and as black or interracial, etc. Variation appears, as well, in discussions on the nature and 
impact of parenting, childhood, marriage, gender norms, sexuality, and incarceration. The family offers a 
rich tapestry of images for exploring the African American past and present. 

https://asalh.org/black-history-themes/ 
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https://nationaltoday.com/black-history-month/ 

 

 

 



 

 

https://nationaltoday.com/black-history-month/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Resources 
 

●​ Podcasts 
○​ Teaching to Thrive  
○​ Floodlines 
○​ Intersectionality Matters! 
○​ Irresistible  
○​ Momentum 
○​ NYC Healing Collective 
○​ 1619  
○​ Speaking of Racism 
○​ Still Processing 
○​ Throughline 
○​ Too Dope Teachers and a Mic  
○​ Women at Work 

 
 

●​ Read 
○​ <ARTICLE> How BLM Is Changing What Students Learn During Black History Month 
○​ <ARTICLE> A Guide to Equity and Antiracism For Educators 
○​ <ARTICLE> Affirming Black Lives Without Inducing Trauma  
○​ <ARTICLE> Antiracist Work in Schools: Are You In It For The Long Haul? 
○​ <ARTICLE> 5 Ways to Avoid Whitewashing the Civil Rights Movement  
○​ <ARTICLE> Black LGBTQ+ History: Teachers Need To Do A Better Job  
○​ <ARTICLE> Do’s and Don’ts of Teaching Black History  
○​ <BOOK> We Want to Do More Than Survive 
○​ <GUIDE> ATN’s Guide for Racial Justice and Abolitionist SEL 

 
 

●​ Watch 
○​ <WEBINAR> Teach The Black Freedom Struggle  
○​ <TED Talk> How To Raise A Black Son In America 
○​ <TED Talk> The Danger of Silence 
○​ <TED Talk> The Racial Politics of Time 
○​ <TED Talk> The Urgency of Intersectionality  
○​ <TED Talk> We Need to Talk About Injustice  

 
●​ Do/Act/Explore 

○​ <PRACTICE> Becoming An Anti-Racist Educator  
 

●​ Lesson Resources 
○​ <LITERACY> Cultivating Genius: An Equity Framework for Culturally and Historically 

Responsive Literacy  
○​ <LESSON PLAN> Teaching Hard History From The Beginning  
○​ <TEACHING TOLERANCE> 34 Black History Lesson Plans  
○​ <TEACHING RESOURCES> What Does Antiracism Mean in My Content?  

 

https://abolitionistteachingnetwork.org/podcast
https://www.theatlantic.com/podcasts/floodlines/
https://aapf.org/podcast
https://irresistible.org/
https://www.raceforward.org/media/podcast/momentum-race-forward-podcast
https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/nyc-healing-collective-angel-acosta-ouiEJ2XzvO7/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/1619/id1476928106?fbclid=IwAR3f7sCwhvt94pNIirSGYX_QVvzRXnqQmWvW6NgNp2SS4nqK1FrqUiHuV3U
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/speaking-of-racism/id1448794346
https://www.nytimes.com/column/still-processing-podcast
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510333/throughline
https://mistermunoz.org/
https://hbr.org/2018/01/podcast-women-at-work
https://time.com/5771045/black-history-month-evolution/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/guide-equity-and-antiracism-educators
https://www.tolerance.org/the-moment/may-8-2020-affirming-black-lives-without-inducing-trauma?fbclid=IwAR3yQ3Kce2PEA3ME9nvyu-O1y9JGWleGL4NKjp7W7CuTQCK0jgOm8WKD-Hs
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/antiracist-work-in-schools-are-you-in-it-for-the-long-haul
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/five-ways-to-avoid-whitewashing-the-civil-rights-movement
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/black-lgbtq-history-teachers-must-do-a-better-job
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/dos-and-donts-of-teaching-black-history
https://bookshop.org/books/we-want-to-do-more-than-survive-abolitionist-teaching-and-the-pursuit-of-educational-freedom/9780807069158
https://abolitionistteachingnetwork.org/guide
https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/teach-black-freedom-struggle-classes
https://www.ted.com/talks/clint_smith_how_to_raise_a_black_son_in_america?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/clint_smith_the_danger_of_silence?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/brittney_cooper_the_racial_politics_of_time?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/kimberle_crenshaw_the_urgency_of_intersectionality?language=el
https://www.ted.com/talks/bryan_stevenson_we_need_to_talk_about_an_injustice
https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/special-projects-initiatives/center-for-collaborative-teaching-and-learning/anti-racist-educator/
https://www.theeducationmagazine.com/education-now/cultivating-genius-framework/
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/fall-2019/teaching-hard-history-from-the-beginning?fbclid=IwAR1ZKaKKPYacbz8OVV6yNJKRxQ-oZz0gRL45x_BTqgflD6DNCY_nBns1eTA
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/lessons?keyword=black+history
https://www.edantiracism.com/anti-racist-resources


 
■​ The Arts 
■​ Early Childhood  
■​ Elementary  
■​ World Language 
■​ Literacy 
■​ Health/PE/Sports  
■​ Math  
■​ Science 
■​ Counseling  
■​ Social Studies 
■​ SPED  

 
*Gratitude to the Abolitionist Teaching Network for curating most of these resources 

 

 

https://www.edantiracism.com/arts-antiracism
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19aU4agFYM1SPgg3cOANSUMbZSilrtZIuyuA5dwY8qn0/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RDT-Ni6FovEjp2yk4LNr3C91JmpnQM9BlAJiwwwkcEQ/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZVqH-8f0PNru5Gi5C5nlz5TDiRLAgGzXD3WwmdXvI4w/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pIwQz_HaNU52eqA7Ltg4avLXceOAozWsdu-T5Ik74aw/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NOfa1WB20d6ES6ivf_I9jTVUazuLtQrfMJ8pp-80byg/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/1/d/1qN-5PiLMQ2U68mQZSNXddphjMEnpk2zbjTYFoktAwMM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1q2QbXQguRqblt4pG95FnPkjBICMyC9X_2Z5JgoCI-3Y/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/1/d/1_5fSvwI5AbPjDfJcO5beXDfIH-92vhZKcImS48oMJfM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/1/d/1tTXwVFKCmATB_a4o80Sye2QMIbqL3SD1DLtB9YsbqUU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12EA2E6oSh7dacXpXUJwuZ_lLCdtDpcSvZNYHJr_tNS8/edit#gid=0
https://abolitionistteachingnetwork.org/

