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Learning Together: Salmon
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A note for teachers:

The following Learning Together activities to share with families is designed to accompany

Sealaska Heritage Institute’'s Salmon Lessons featuring Lingit, Yugtun, and Inupiat
languages, cultures, and history.

These activities are designed to help students share with their families what they are
learning in school and provide a way for families to send a little of “home” back to school.

Research shows that this type of teacher-designed interactive “homework” is one of the
most effective ways to engage families in their children’s learning.

Feel free to adapt these resources or to submit your translations to afec@aasb.org to
include in this resource. For more information and additional resources, visit
www.AlaskaFEC.org

Gunalchéesh! Quyana! Quyanag!

The content of this worksheet was developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education (Department). The Department does not
mandate or prescribe practices, models, or other activities described or discussed in this document. The contents of this worksheet may contain
examples of, adaptations of, and links to resources created and maintained by another public or private organization. The Department does not
control or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness of this outside information. The content of this worksheet does not
necessarily represent the policy of the Department. This publication is not intended to represent the views or policy of, or be an endorsement of
any views expressed or materials provided by, any Federal agency. [89 ER 70333, Aug. 29, 2024]



https://sealaskaheritage.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/SHI_Edu_Tli_GK-1_Salmon_I.pdf
mailto:afec@aasb.org
https://www.federalregister.gov/citation/89-FR-70333

Learning Together: Salmon

What we’re learning at school
Salmon is a vital, traditional source of food for the people of Alaska. We are learning the

indigenous names of the five species of salmon found in this region. Students are also becoming
familiar with the Alaska Native ways of showing respect to the salmon as well as traditional ways
of catching, preserving, and identifying salmon species.

Words we’re Words we’re Words we’re
speaking in Lingit speaking in Yugtun speaking in Inupiat
Eil' tlein (ocean) Imarpik (ocean) Tagiuqg (ocean)

Nadaayi héen (river) Kuik (river) Kuuk (river)

Xaat (salmon) Nega (salmon) Igalugruaq (salmon)

Xaat kahaagu (salmon Melut (salmon eggs) Suvait (fish eggs - any fish)
eggs)

What words are used in your region to describe salmon?

Conversation starters

What is the “Salmon

. Tell me about the story [ADULT]: Share about a
Cycle?” Tell me " P .
about it using the of “Salmon Boy. fishing adventure you
. 9 What did he learn about have had, or make up a
picture on the next . . .
caring for his food? funny fishing story.

page?
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Fun things to do at home:

1. Look for a salmon habitat! Take a walk together and look for a stream that may have
salmon in it or a place where you've seen salmon jumping. How can we know if salmon live
there?

2. Make a fishing pole and play a fishing game:

a. Getastringoryarnthatisatleast5
feet long and tie it to something
that could be a fishing pole (a stick
or a wooden spoon).

b. Cutoutthe5salmon onthe
following page.

c. Thefisheris on one side of a chair
or couch and throws the string
fishing line over the couch.

d. Second player hides behind the
couch and uses a paper clip or tape
to attach a fish onto the line.

e. Fisher pulls the fish in! What kind of
salmon did you catch?

f.  Trade places.

3. Dance the Salmon Cycle! Using dance
moves or pantomime, show the cycle of a
salmon from egg, to ocean, and back to
stream. This picture can help!

Cut along the dotted line

Add to our box of knowledge (return this portion to school): What is some fishing advice
that your family can share with our class?
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Salmon ldentification Yupi’k

Ciayuryaq / Caayuryaq

What words are used in your region to describe salmon? Feel free to adapt these resources or
to submit your translations to afec@aasb to include in this resource
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Salmon ldentification Inupiaq

L'ook

What words are used in your region to describe salmon? Feel free to adapt these resources or
to submit your translations to afec@aasb to include in this resource
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Salmon ldentification Tlingit

['ook

What words are used in your region to describe salmon? Feel free to adapt these resources or
to submit your translations to afec@aasb to include in this resource
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