
Intro to Foreign Policy Anticipation Guide 
National Interests and National Power 

 

What is FOREIGN POLICY? 
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Write what stands out about each of the interests.  

What is your reaction 
to NATIONAL 
INTERESTS? 
 
Like/+ 
 
 
 
 
 
Dislike/- 
 
 
 
 
 
Would change?~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



Let’s explore this video about Foreign Policy. Answer the questions below based on the video and your approach. 
 
Leaders can choose_______________________or ___________________. What type of approach do you 
think leaders should choose? Why? 

 
 

 
Idealism tends to focus on what works for their country must work for others also while realists aim to see what works 
for that country, even if it would not work in their own country. What are your thoughts on this approach? Which type 
of leader do you think you would be? Why? 

 
 
 

 
Lastly, countries need to try and approach foreign policy either unilaterally (which means how many countries? __) or 
multilaterally (which is different because it would make ____countries). Which approach would you think is best? Why? 

 
 
 

 
Case Study: How Did the United States Approach the Tiananmen Square Crackdown? 

What was happening in China prior to the Tiananmen Square protest?  

 
 

What type of national interest would you say China had at that time - security, 
ideological, or economic interest? Why would you choose that? 

 
 

List some of the ways the US responded:  

 
 

What did POTUS Bush realize about the US response? 

 
 

What was the legacy of these events? How did it impact the US-China relationship? 

 
 

If you were a leader of a country, how would you have handled it? (Aim to include what 
we just covered - isolationist or engagement, idealist or realist, unilaterally or multilaterally) 

 
 
 

 

Enrichment Options -  
-​ Explore what Human 

Rights Watch has 
reported about 
human right 
violations since this 
demonstration 

-​ Read what BBC 
reported about what 
happened in 
Tiananmen Square 

-​ Are you curious 
about what the youth 
in China believe 
about the day when 
nothing happened? 

-​ Create a political 
cartoon. 

https://world101.cfr.org/foreign-policy/approaches-foreign-policy/how-do-governments-approach-foreign-policy
https://world101.cfr.org/foreign-policy/approaches-foreign-policy/isolationism-versus-engagement
https://world101.cfr.org/foreign-policy/approaches-foreign-policy/idealism-versus-realism
https://world101.cfr.org/foreign-policy/approaches-foreign-policy/unilateralism-versus-multilateralism
https://world101.cfr.org/foreign-policy/approaches-foreign-policy/how-did-united-states-approach-tiananmen-square-crackdown
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/05/31/china-answer-tiananmen-massacre-calls-justice
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-48445934
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-48445934
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-48445934
https://theworld.org/stories/2014-06-04/many-chinese-born-after-tiananmen-square-protests-1989-year-nothing-happened
https://thecensorshipfiles.files.wordpress.com/2016/11/tianamen-square-cartoon.jpg?w=640
https://thecensorshipfiles.files.wordpress.com/2016/11/tianamen-square-cartoon.jpg?w=640


 
If we get to it - PRO/CON: Should the U.S. send weapons to Ukraine? *Note this article is from 2014 and not the 
current events happening with Ukraine. *Adjust the Lexile level to one you feel most comfortable reading at and use 
the Read-Aloud feature to best appreciate the article. Let’s explore the background on the topic. 
 
Choose the PRO side (weapons should be sent to Ukraine) or the CON side (weapons will make the situation worse). Do 
you have any background on the topic? What do you want to learn about this side you chose?  

 
 
 

 
Based on the argument side you chose, which position can you identify in the article - unilateral or multilateral, idealist 
or realist, engagement or isolationist? 

 
 
 

 
Foreign Policy Exit slip 

-​ What are the THREE most important things you learned about foreign policy? 
 
 
 

  

 
-​ What are TWO ways a country can make itself more important in the global community? 

 
 
 

 

 
-​ What is ONE thing hashtag to summarize this lesson? Why? 

 
 
 

 
Rubric 

 4 = exceeds 3 = meets 2 = approaching 1 = needs help 0 = missing 

Warm-up Student reflected on the 
activity by writing a 
rationale for each 
statement 

Student completed the 
activity by having a “ranking” 
for each statement 

Student partially 
completed the rankings 

Student did not use 
the key provided or 
finished all the 
statements 

Student did not 
complete the section 

TicTacToe Student positively 
contributed to each of the 
breakout rooms and 
demonstrated completion 
using initials or color 
coding 

Student completed the three 
boxes and shared in most of 
the breakout rooms  
Responses are color-coded 
are noted with initials  

Student did not complete 
3 boxes or did not 
participate in more than 1 
breakout room; no 
additional TTT completed 

Student did not 
complete at least two 
boxes and did not 
participate in breakout 
room sessions 

Student did not 
complete any TTT boxes 

Exit slip Student completed 321 & 
an enrichment option 

Student completed 321 with 
specific examples 

Student partially 
completed 321 

Student responses 
are too brief 

Student did not 
complete 321 

https://newsela.com/read/ukraineaid-procon/id/5421/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u-qO42qjShg


 
Enrichment: 

1.​ Rank the countries on page 12 based on “power”. At the end of the list, explain how you chose the most 
powerful to least powerful countries 

2.​ Choose a developing country that would benefit from a military or economic relationship with the US. How 
would the US benefit from the relationship?  

3.​ Take a look at the White House foreign policy page. Rank the issues (along the top) based on priority. Explain 
how President Trump or President-elect Biden could handle one of the issues.  

4.​ Using the link for the White House foreign page above, click on an issue. Looking through some of the headlines, 
summarize what the current concern is about so the general public would understand.  

5.​ Using your U1 Summative (ideal country), create a fictional page about one of the options below: 
a.​ Description of their security, economic, and ideological interests (it can be like the chart on page 10) 
b.​ Explain your country’s economic and military power 
c.​ Explain the benefits of their geographic location 
d.​ Devise how the country is technologically advanced 
e.​ A foreign policy concern and how the country responded using at least one of the TTT boxes from 

above 
 

   

 

 

https://www.investopedia.com/updates/top-developing-countries/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/foreign-policy/

