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1.​ About the Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade – 

Voluntary Partnership Agreement  

Short introduction to the Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade – Voluntary Partnership 

Agreement (FLEGT VPA)  

 

Voluntary Partnership Agreements (VPAs), which are key components of the EU’s Forest Law Enforcement, 

Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Action Plan, are legally binding trade agreements between the EU and a 

timber-exporting country outside the EU. A VPA aims to ensure that all timber and timber products destined for 

the EU market from a partner country comply with the laws of that country. In addition to promoting trade in legal 

timber, VPAs address the causes of illegality by improving forest governance and law enforcement. A major 

strength of VPAs is that they look beyond trade to consider development and environmental issues. 

Guyana was the first South American country to open FLEGT VPA negotiations with the EU in December 2012. 

The negotiations were concluded by the end of 2018. After it’s ratification by both Parties, the Agreement entered 

into force on 1 June 2023, marking the start of the implementation phase. During the implementation phase, 

Guyana, with support from the EU and other donors, will develop and implement the Timber Legality Assurance 

System (TLAS), which will guarantee that only legally produced timber can be exported to the EU. The 

implementation phase will be concluded by carrying out a joint technical evaluation of the robustness of the 

TLAS. On the basis of this assessment, the Parties can recommend the commencement of the FLEGT licensing 

scheme for timber exports from Guyana to the EU. A detailed timeline of the VPA process is provided in an 

Appendix to this report. 

The EU-Guyana VPA’s main focus is facilitating trade, but it also emphasises sustainable forest management, 

good forest governance, and the support of local livelihoods. The Agreement covers exports to all EU 

destinations, as well as the domestic market. The range of timber products included in the scope of the 

Agreement encompasses logs, sawn/processed timber, plywood, veneer, and pickets/poles.   

The VPA process has also led to the clarification and revision of the legal and administrative requirements 

applicable to the forest sector, and the development of IT-tools to support the administration with the 

implementation of robust forestry procedures. Simultaneously, forest companies and government officials are 

given the necessary training to be able to comply with these regulations. 

2.​ Overview of the forest sector in Guyana 

Forests cover about 84%, or approximately 18 million hectares, of Guyana’s total land area, making it one of the 

most forested countries in the world. A high proportion of the forests (roughly 45%) of Guyana is primary forest. 

The forests of the Guiana Shield have been globally recognized as one of the world’s last remaining ‘frontier 

forests’. Guyana’s forests are valuable reservoirs of biodiversity and provide a habitat for approximately 8,000 

plant species and more than 1,000 species of terrestrial vertebrates. It is estimated that 5% of all plant species in 

Guyana are endemic. 

Almost 15 million hectares of Guyana’s forests are managed by the state, divided into 12 million hectares of 

State Forests, and 2.5 million hectares of State Lands. State forests are under the management of the GFC, 

while state lands are under the control of the Guyana Land and Survey Commission (GLSC). About 2.3 million 

hectares of forest have formally been allocated as Amerindian Village Lands, and roughly 1 million hectares of 

forest has been gazetted as protected areas. About 4.8 million hectares of State Forest has been allocated to the 

forest timber industry for timber extraction. 

Guyana’s deforestation rate is very low, averaging about 0.06% per annum over the last few years. Fire and 

mining (for gold and bauxite) are the main drivers of deforestation, accounting for more than 50% and 41% of the 

change, respectively. Conversion for agriculture comes at a distant third place, responsible for about 5%s of total 

deforestation. 



Guyana is moving away from valuing forests for simply their wood and instead treats forests as part of its 

national patrimony, to be managed collectively. Indeed, the forests serve multiple land-use functions. Besides 

being a source of timber, they provide important socio-cultural services and are an integral part of Amerindian 

and local community culture, with forest resources being used as a source of food, building materials, fibres for 

textiles and weaving, medicine, tannins and dyes. Guyana’s forests are also key to the development of tourism, 

biodiversity conservation, wildlife management, and other ecosystem services. 

Guyana’s forests are also of critical importance as a carbon sink. In this framework the country obtained, as the 

first jurisdiction worldwide, the ART TREES standard for successfully preventing forest loss and degradation, 

through which it was able to sell forest carbon credits for a total value of $750 million.   

In 2021, Guyana started the development of a national certification standard (the Guyana National Forest 

Certification System, GNFCS) through a multi-stakeholder process. The GNFCS was endorsed by the 

Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) in 2024, paving the way for the third-party 

certification of private sector companies. GNFCS certification provides evidence to local and international buyers 

that the certified forest operator’s management practices meet global environmental, social, and economic 

standards. It also demonstrates compliance with national and international legal forest requirements, including 

fundamental ILO conventions that govern the rights of workers and the unauthorised use of child labour.  

Due to the attraction of new investors, Guyana’s forestry sector has been growing over the last few years and 

currently employs more than 25,000 people (about 6.6 % of the total), mainly in the rural and hinterland areas. 

The sector’s production hiked to 20,000 m3 in 2024. A total of 12 lumber yards and 25 new sawmills were 

opened across the country in 2024, and there has also been an increase in the number of furniture factories 

while several companies have invested in kiln drying process of wood. 

The forest sector’s contribution towards Guyana’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) steadily declined over the last 

decade or so and was at around 1.8% in 2018.  

In 2018, the value of timber exports amounted to US$38 million, of which about 58% originated from sawn timber 

or other processed timber. The Asia/Pacific region accounted for the largest market share of exports (40%), 

followed by the Latin American/Caribbean region (33%), the North America region (18%), and with the remaining 

(8%) exported to Europe, about half of which can be attributed to the EU market. While virtually all log exports 

went to the Asian/Pacific market in 2018, destinations of sawnwood exports are more diverse.  

In 2021, the value of timber exports to the EU amounted to about 2 million Euro, about half of which came from 

sawn timber, 30% from round logs, and the remainder from poles, furniture, and other products. 

Guyana was subjected to major flooding in 2021, that amid COVID-19 presented significant challenges to 

delivering services to affected areas. Flooding impacts not only the coast which is below sea level but also many 

areas in the hinterland that are close to major rivers. It is within this socio-economic and environmental context 

that Guyana’s Voluntary National Review is undertaken. (Guyana Second Voluntary National Review of the 

Sustainable Development Goals 2023) 

3.​ Main achievements: VPA  

Several positive developments related to FLEGT and the VPA process have emerged since the start of the 

negotiations in 2012. 

Governance 

●​ As the VPA process gained momentum in Guyana, stakeholder participation gradually improved. There 

were some challenges due to the fact that a significant percent of forest operators lives within the 

hinterland regions of Guyana. Amerindian and environmental NGOs, private sector operators, and other 

government agencies, are more involved in decision-making related to the forest sector. Stakeholder 

participation in the VPA-process has been additionally formalised through the development of the Rules 

of Procedure for the JMRC. The establishment of the National Implementation Working Group (NIWG) 



is another example for stakeholders involvement in decision making in the VPA process; capacities of 

stakeholder groups have been strengthened to allow them to contribute effectively to the process.  

●​ The VPA process has increased transparency and access to public information on which the 

participation of vulnerable groups hinges. Information on the process is being shared through the 

website from the Guyana Forestry Commission, through outreach activities for rural communities 

conducted by the FLEGT Secretariat, and through the publication of various newsletters and technical 

documents.   

●​ The VPA-process has led to the establishment of the Government Coordination Body (GCB) to discuss 

and address forest sector-related matters and evaluate the progress with the implementation of the 

Agreement between different government agencies. 

●​ An Impact Monitoring Framework (IMF) to quantify the social, environmental, and economic impacts of 

the VPA-process has been developed and endorsed by the Parties. Data to establish the baseline of the 

IMF is currently being collected.  

Legal reforms and control procedures 

●​ The VPA-process has contributed to clarify legal and administrative requirements applicable to the 

forest sector, which is a contribution to both competitiveness and governance of the sector. To 

strengthen the Guyana legality definition in the Agreement, Guyana enacted in 2018, an updated 

Forests Regulations (Guyana was using its 1953 Forest Regulations). Guyana also enacted a new 

Code of Practice for Forests Operations.  

●​ A legal review was conducted to identify if there are any inconsistencies in Guyanese forest-related 

legislation and inconsistencies between the VPA and the Guyana legal framework. The findings and 

recommendations of this assessment still need to be discussed between the Parties. 

●​ Guyana has updated the specified departmental manual of procedures as required by the VPA.  

●​ Guyana has developed a GTLAS manual of procedures which outlines how the various Government 

agencies verify the indicators of the legality definition.   

●​ Several IT-systems are currently being developed/deployed to support the GFC with the implementation 

of administrative procedures and the verification of legality of Forest Sector Operators: 

o​ Legality application 

o​ Private sector interface application 

o​ Digital Wood Tracking System (dWTS)   

●​ Capacity of the GFC and other GTLAS agencies has been strengthened for the implementation of 

control and verification procedures. Meanwhile, FSOs have been trained and supported to comply with 

the relevant legislation. However, there is need for additional capacity building, and a strategic 

assessment is being finalized by the Parties to identify and address these needs.  

Illegal logging 

●​ Illegal logging has been reported to be less than 2% of harvested timber and has since decreased and 

the VPA is considered to have contributed to this decrease. With the improved governance structure 

developed under the VPA, the aim is to further decrease illegal logging in Guyana. Guyana has always 

practiced sustainable forestry and has also committed, through various initiatives, to ensure this 

remains the case.  

Economics and trade 

●​ Being involved in the VPA process contributes to a positive image of the country and helps it to be 

considered a reliable business partner, contributing to improved economic development in the country. 

One of the main aims of the VPA is to increase export market opportunities for forest sector operators.  

●​ The VPA will ensure increase environmental, fiscal and social commitments by forestry stakeholders. 

Since the start of the VPA negotiations, there has been an improvement by government agencies and 

stakeholders in this regard.  



The VPA-process and its associated instruments such as the Joint Implementation Framework (JIF) allowed 

donors, mostly the EU and the UK, to streamline funding for forest sector support programmes. This has helped 

to maximize efficiencies and avoid duplication for forest support initiatives. 

The VPA has led to the development of several other forest support initiatives in the country. In 2022, Guyana 

and the EU signed a broader Forest Partnership, which is addressing climate change and ensuring sustainable 

use of Guyana’s forests.  

4.​ Development and deployment of the Guyana Timber Legality 

Assurance System  

4.1 Legal framework 

In 2018, during the negotiation phase, Guyana updated and enacted  its 1953 Forests Regulations.  

Later, from July 2022 to February 2023, a review of the regulatory framework was conducted. The purpose of this 

exercise was to review and compare institutional legislation, procedures and mandates of the GFC and other 

GTLAS Agencies to identify potential overlaps and gaps with the VPA’s Legality Definition. The Parties are to 

discuss this review.  

4.2 Operational and verification procedures  

 

Manual of Procedures for the different divisions within the GFC – Finance Division, Forest Resources and 

Monitoring Division, and the Forest Management Division – were updated and endorsed by the board. Another 

manual of procedure for the other GTLAS Agencies was also developed by compiling the various agencies’ 

internal procedures for verification of its VPA legality indicator. This MoP was validated by the GTLAS agencies. 

The onus is now on the GTLAS agencies to ensure FSOs’ compliance.  

The Management Information System Unit (MISU) of the GFC maintains up-to-date records on FSOs’ 

compliance with the GFC requirements and is currently expanding its responsibility to ensure compliance with 

the other GTLAS agencies’ requirements. The MISU interacts with the GTLAS verification bodies for the 

collection of information on the verifiers that demonstrate FSO’s compliance with the applicable legal 

requirements.  

4.3 IT systems 

There are three IT systems being built to facilitate the implementation of the VPA: 

●​ The ‘Legality Application’: this application stores information on the compliance status of Forest 

Sector Operators with static verifiers issued by the various GTLAS Agencies. The database will be 

managed and populated by the MISU (Management Information System Unit) within GFC’s Finance 

Division. The Legality Application will be consulted by the Timber Legality and Trade Unit (TLTU) before 

the issuance of FLEGT Licenses (FLEGT Licenses are not currently being issued). the Legality 

Application is functional and has been deployed awaiting the expansion of the MISU for the issuance of 

FLEGT License.    

●​ The digital Wood Tracking System (dWTS): Guyana has currently a paper-based Wood Tracking 

System in place, which covers all the timber value chain processes from inventory until export. The 

dWTS will be a digital version of the current system, allowing near-real time monitoring and control of 

the timber value chain. The dWTS also foresees a module for demonstrating compliance with the EU 

Deforestation Regulation. The development of the system has started at the end of 2024, and the first 

modules are scheduled to be deployed in June 2025. 

●​ FSO application: this application provides private sector actors with an interface to submit production 

data to the GFC and consult production figures. Several pilot versions of the application have been 

tested, but the system is not nationally deployed as yet. The FSO application will be integrated with the 

dWTS.   



4.4 Compliance promotion and enforcement 

 

Over the last few years and with support from multiple donors, Guyana has increased efforts to promote 

compliance of Forest Sector Operators.  

Many awareness raising and engagement activities were carried out, mostly targeting rural communities in the 

hinterland. A stakeholder workshop was also conducted in 2021 to map out barriers to compliance for FSOs. 

This work culminated in the publication of the working paper ‘Improving compliance in Guyana’s forestry sector: a 

stakeholder perspective’. Capacities of FSOs were also strengthened to comply with requirements in several 

aspects of forestry operations including the Code of Practice and Health and Safety.  

The GFC and other GTLAS agencies also significantly scaled up efforts to enforce compliance of FSOs. For 

example, the Environmental Protection Agency has been addressing the backlog of environmental permit 

applications, The Deeds and Commercial Registry has been converting Friendly Societies into 

cooperatives/businesses as prescribed by law, and other relevant GTLAS agencies have been increasing field 

inspections. GTLAS agencies are currently discussing possible solutions to address the operational and financial 

constraints affecting compliance enforcement.   

 

 4.5 Complaints mechanism  

 

The first outline of the VPA Complaints Mechanism was completed by the FLEGT Secretariat, shared with the 

NIWG and presented at the third JMRC in June 2024. The next step is the development of draft procedures of 

the complaints mechanism, after which it will be presented to relevant stakeholders including the NIWG. 

 

5. Governance, participation and institutional structures 

5.1 Joint Monitoring and Review Committee  

The Joint Monitoring and Review Committee (JMRC) is the highest governance structure of the VPA and is 

responsible for the monitoring of the implementation of the VPA. The JMRC also provides a space for political 

dialogue between the Parties. The JMRC is presided by the Minister of Natural Resources for Guyana, and by 

the Head of the Delegation of the Union in Guyana. The meeting is being attended by stakeholder observers 

from the private sector and civil society organisations. The minutes of each JMRC are captured in Aide 

Mémoires, which are publicly available on the FLEGT website. More details on the role and the functioning of the 

JMRC are provided in Article 20 of the VPA.  

The JMRC was established shortly after the entry into force of the Agreement on the first of June 2023, 

demonstrating the commitment of the Parties to advance quickly with the implementation. Since then, three (3) 

JMRC-meetings were held. Towards the end of 2024, the Parties agreed on a final draft of the Rules of 

Procedure of the JMRC, which will be endorsed by the 4
th
 JMRC early 2025. Similarly, the endorsement of the 

final draft of the Working Procedures of Arbitration is foreseen by the Parties early 2025.  

Prior to the entry into force of the bilateral Agreement, the Parties decided to establish the Pre-JMRC to discuss 

all matters related to the implementation process. Two (2) Pre-JMRC meetings were held, of which the minutes 

can also be found on the FLEGT website.  

 

5.2 National Implementation Working Group (NIWG) 

 



Guyana-EU VPA implementation activities in Guyana are being overseen by the National Implementation 

Working Group (NIWG) that is comprised of multi-stakeholder participation including Government, private 

sector, and civil society stakeholders. The GFC lends administrative support through the FLEGT Secretariat.  

NIWG ensured the development of the Joint Implementation Framework (JIF), oversaw the IT Systems 

development aforementioned, development of the communication strategy and plan for the VPA. Moreover, the 

NIWG reviewed and approved the MoUs (for sharing information – ensuring GTLAS compliance) to be signed by 

the GTLAS agencies attending the GCB meeting.  

The Sub Committees are formed under the NIWG to address specific workstreams including communication 

and outreach, digital wood tracking system development and the independent audit. 

 

5.3 Government Coordination Body  

 

Guyana's commitment to establishing a Government Coordination Body (GCB) is contained in Annex V of the 

VPA. While the NIWG is responsible for overseeing the operational implementation of the VPA, the GCB is 

tasked with making policy-level decisions that facilitate/foster the enabling framework for VPA implementation. 

These decisions encompass the allocation of resources to GTLAS agencies and their institutional strengthening, 

as well as addressing GTLAS challenges. While these challenges can be identified at the level of the NIWG, the 

GCB will be responsible for approving the relevant actions for resolution/mitigation.  

The Government Coordination Body (GCB) has been established and formalised through a Government 

directive. It has acted as a coordination body for government agencies involved in the development 

and implementation of the VPA. A draft Memorandum of Understanding defining protocols and procedures to 

exchange data and information was developed for consideration and approval by the GCB. The GCB will ensure 

effective implementation of the VPA in keeping with each agency's legislative and policy mandate.  

The GCB will ensure the effective implementation of the Agreement in keeping with each agency's legislative and 

policy mandate. It may co-opt any other government entity when necessary. The Ministries and/or government 

agencies represented on the GCB are scheduled to meet three times a year.  

Since its establishment the GCB has convened thrice and made commitments to enforce TLAS compliance. 

Discussions on provisioning TLAS agencies with resources to execute their mandates are still ongoing.  

 

5.4 FLEGT secretariat  

 

The FLEGT Secretariat, designed to be the secretariat to the NIWG, has been supporting the VPA process since 

its inception. Housed within the GFC, the secretariat has been overseeing many of the key activities which need 

to be organised by the NIWG.  

The secretariat also gives technical support to the NIWG as it relates to all work being executed by the 

implementing partners of the VPA. The Secretariat also ensures the submission of all required reports on the 

VPA, oversees all communication efforts of the VPA, provides technical and logistical support to all VPA 

outreaches and project implementation, and support the Parties in monthly discussions.  

 



 

Extracted from the LDCDS 2030 

 

6. Production and trade data 

Include a general overview of production and trade figures. Capture information on quantities of timber 

products imported into Guyana or having transited and transhipped through Guyana, and on quantities 

of timber products exported from Guyana to the EU. Provide clear and detailed trade data in tables. If 

relevant, also provide a short interpretation of the data. Note: according to the VPA, further data on trade 

will be required once the FLEGT-licensing system is operational. Around 600 + data tables.  

See appendix 2.  

 

 

Source: GFC 2024 



 

Guyana importation of wood in 2022 from selected EU and other countries  

World bank data  

7. Transparency 

As increased transparency is an objective of the VPA, provide insights on the approach to reach this 

objective and provide results reflecting improvements. This section demonstrates how transparency has 

improved over time. Around 600 words. 

7.1 Information sharing and outreach  

Transparency requirements of the VPA-process are captured in Annex IX of the Agreement.  

The VPA-text and its annexes are made available on the internet by both the EU as Guyana.  

As stipulated by the VPA, JMRC minutes and decisions are publicly available via Guyana’s FLEGT website. 

Likewise, the Rules of Procedure, Working Procedures of Arbitration, and the current Annual Report, will be 

made available on the same platform after their formal endorsement by the Parties.   

A communication strategy for the VPA-process was developed in 2020 by Guyana in coordination with 

stakeholders and is currently being implemented. Information on the process is being shared in-country through 

various channels: 

●​ Stakeholders are consulted and kept abreast of the process through the NIWG (see Section 5.2); 

●​ The GFC has been organising numerous awareness activities to update stakeholders – rural 

communities as well as the private sector - on any developments in relation to the VPA-process; 

●​ Newsletters are also prepared and distributed; this works well for areas with low internet connectivity  

●​ Booklets on compliance are also prepared and shared. Contained within is information from GTLAS 

agencies needed for compliance.  

Stakeholders are also continuously encouraged to access necessary information from the GFC to ensure 

compliance with all Standard Operational Procedures (SOP).  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22023A0505(01)
https://forestry.gov.gy/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/VPA-Text.pdf


7.2 Independent monitoring  

The VPA does not formally foresee the implementation of an independent monitoring mechanism. The Joint 

Implementation Framework (JIF) act as a monitoring guide of the VPA. This is periodically updated by the Parties 

and overseen by the NIWG. Moreover, there is going to be further system checks through the obligated 

independent audits and a space for stakeholders to channel any complaints about the VPA (FLEGT Complaints 

Mechanism).  

 

8. Looking ahead: the next steps for the implementation 

Guyana is committed to finalising the implementation process by the end of 2026, after which the Joint 

Independent Technical Evaluation (JITE) could take place. A positive JITE would pave the way for the issuance 

of FLEGT licenses.  

The most relevant next steps in the implementation process will be: 

●​ The further development and deployment of IT systems to facilitate enforcement and legal controls; 

●​ Continued institutional strengthening and training of the GFC and, especially, other GTLAS agencies to 

increase enforcement; 

●​ Development and implementation of the complaints mechanism;    

●​ Development and implementation of i. the non-compliance procedures; and ii. Due diligence procedures 

for timber imports.   

●​ A review and updating of the non-compliance procedures and penalties for breaching GTLAS 

requirements will be conducted in 2025  

●​ Strengthening information, training and coaching programs for the private sector; and 

●​ Begin with the Independent Audit to evaluate the robustness of the TLAS. 

The implementation process will continue to be overseen by the JMRC and the NIWG, while the GCB will 

continue to play a pivotal role for coordination among government institutions. Simultaneously, Guyana and its 

partners will continue to focus on the development of the forestry industry through the Forest Partnership and 

other measures.  

 

 

 

​
 



 

Appendix: timeline of the VPA-process  

 

●​ 2012 

2012 - Formalisation of partnership between Guyana and the EU 

March 2012: Guyana formally announced its decision to enter into formal dialogue with the EU on the FLEGT 

VPA  

September 2012: National Preparatory Workshop held and EU FLEGT VPA Roadmap for Guyana Developed. 

The GFC held a National Preparatory Workshop to prepare for the first formal negotiations, and to develop a 

Roadmap for the EU FLEGT negotiations process. This Workshop was held on 27-28 September 2012. This was 

implemented with support and funding from the FAO ACP FLEGT programme and included a series of twelve 

stakeholder consultations across Guyana. This resulted in a Roadmap outlining elements for VPA negotiation 

and implementation, detailing activities, key milestones, start and completion dates, and parties responsible for 

the implementation of each activity.   

National Technical Working Group (NTWG) was formed as a national multi-stakeholder steering body for the VPA 

and an oversight framework was developed. The NTWG comprised the following sub-committees:   

•​ Stakeholder Engagement and Coordination  

•​ Legality Assurance System  

•​ VPA Implementation  

•​ Independent Audit  

December 2012 - The first formal negotiation session on the Guyana EU FLEGT VPA was held between the EU 

and Guyana on 3-5th December 2012, to establish a VPA by September 2015.  

●​ 2013-2016: Continuation of negotiations 

 

2013:  The second negotiation between the Parties began, along with the development of a Communication 

Strategy   and continued country-wide stakeholder consultation.  

2014: Stakeholder consultations continued during the development of the Legality Assurance System (now 

referred to as the Guyana Timber Legality and Assurance System (GTLAS).  

2015: The conclusion of the third round of negotiations 

2016: The conclusion of the fourth round of negotiations. The third and fourth negotiation sessions were 

conducted simultaneously with the coordination and execution of country-wide consultations.  

●​ 2017 – Field testing  

Field testing was facilitated along with stakeholder consultations across the country and with the participation of 

FSOs. 

 

 



●​ 2018 – Final negotiation  

Finalized VPA Annexes - In 2018, the Code of Practice and Forest Regulations were updated and gazetted in 

Parliament. All VPA Annexes were finalised during the final negotiations that were supplemented by country-wide 

consultations.  

November 2018 - The VPA was initialled by the Parties (indicating agreement in principal of the VPA). The 

NTWG was dissolved and the National Implementation Working Group (NIWG) was formed it its place.  

●​ 2019-2020 – Preparing for implementation 

2019: The development of a Joint Implementation Framework (JIF) to steer VPA implementation was prepared 

by Experts Alhassan Attah and Nico Rozemeijer for the first pre-Joint Monitoring and Review Committee (JMRC).   

2019-2020: This period was punctuated by NIWG meetings to discuss VPA implementation. During this period, a 

National Communication Strategy was completed and the legal review of the VPA commenced in view of 

preparing for signature and ratification.  

The European Forest Institute Technical Assistant Project (EFITAP) also supported the development of GFC’s 

information technology upgrade (mapping of the complete IT Infrastructure) and a virtual learning event for 

stakeholders. EFITAP further helped with the development of the FLEGT Newsletter, communication materials 

and the creation of a local FLEGT website. Finally, EFITAP provided support with conducting outreaches and 

subsequently producing a report on the barriers to compliance, as well as a needs assessment to determine the 

resources required by TLAS agencies to achieve FLEGT licensing.  

●​ 2021-2024 – Signature and Ratification 

2021: The Parties continued the legal review of the VPA while also updating the Joint Implementation Framework 

(JIF). Outreaches on upgrading national compliance, training of GFC staff  and meetings with GTLAS agencies  

were also conducted.  

2022: The Parties convened a pre-Joint Monitoring and Review Committee (JMRC)  meeting of which the 

outcomes were captured in an Aide Memoire that was published for public consultation on the FLEGT website. 

The legal review of the VPA was also completed by the Parties.  

15 December 2022: The Parties signed the Guyana EU FLEGT VPA at the 15th Meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties (CoP 15) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). Minister of Natural Resources Vickram 

Bharrat signed on behalf of Guyana, and European Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries Mr 

Virginius Sinkevičius, signed on behalf of the EU.  

May – June 2023: The VPA was ratified in May 2023 and entered into force in June. The first meeting of the GCB 

was also convened in May 2023, during which Terms of Reference (ToR) were shared for final review and 

approval.   

June 2023: The first JMRC meeting was held on 29 June 2023 in Brussels, Belgium. Here, the Parties outlined 

important next steps to scale up VPA implementation. The Africa Latin America (ALA) Facility also presented a 

Joint Communication Toolkit for review and future endorsement by the Parties. Initial versions of the JMRC Rules 

of Procedures (RoP) and Working Procedures of Arbitration (WPoA) were also discussed.  

 

 



24 December 2023: The second JMRC was convened in Georgetown, Guyana.  During this JMRC the Parties 

endorsed and adopted the VPA Impact Monitoring Framework (IMF), the Joint Communication Toolkit and the 

JMRC Rules of Procedures (RoP). They also made commitments to advancing important activities and priorities 

for VPA implementation.  

A specific Manual of Procedures for GFC were also updated.   

17 June 2024: The third JMRC was held in Georgetown. A VPA Complaints Mechanism developed by GFC was 

presented and the submission to EFITAP to implement according to the VPA and through the input of the Ministry 

of Natural Resources.   

During this meeting, the Parties endorsed the Working Procedures of Arbitration (WPoA) and the updated Joint 

Implementation Framework (JIF). Among other elements discussed were the importance of the proper 

functioning of the GCB and helping to reach FLEGT licensing goals, and the preparation of the first VPA Annual 

Report for presentation at the fourth JMRC. Presentations on progress of different JIF work streams were also 

made.  

December 2024: The Rules of Procedure (RoP) and Working Procedures of Arbitration (WPoA) were adopted by 

the European Council 
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