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I didn't plan on falling in love with Coorg. But then again, 

nobody plans to fall in love; it just happens. Usually, right at 

the beginning of the journey. 

Where Even the Air Smells Different 

There's a moment just 30 minutes into the drive up toward Coorg  where the air completely 

changes. The coffee plantations start appearing on either side of the road, mist hides 

between the trees, and you realise this place is something special. Something extraordinary. 

That moment is Coorg announcing itself. 

Tucked into the vast Western Ghats of Karnataka, Coorg  officially called Kodagu  is one of 

those places that genuinely lives up to everything people say about it. People call it the 

Scotland of India, and that comparison has been made so many times it's practically a 

cliché. But standing in the middle of a fog-wrapped tea estate at 7 in the morning with a 

fresh cup of estate coffee in your hands, you'll understand exactly why they say it. Every 

single time. 

Whether you're a coffee addict, a waterfall lover, someone who just wants to stand in a 

forest and breathe, or honestly just a person desperately in need of two days away from 

every kind of daily hustle  Coorg has something waiting for you. I promise. 

 

 

Chase the Waterfalls  - The  Abbey Falls & More 

For anyone who loves waterfalls, Coorg is basically a wanderer's paradise. The elevation is 

high enough and the rainfall heavy enough that cascades just appear  around bends, through 

gaps in the trees, down hillsides you weren't even looking at. The most famous of all is 

Abbey Falls. And honestly? It earns that reputation every single visit. 

A short walk through coffee and spice plantations brings you to the viewpoint  and then the 

waterfall just drops. Dramatically. Loudly. Through a curtain of lush green. Here's the thing 

that gets everyone: the sound hits you before you even see it. You hear it first. And then 

when it finally comes into view, witnessing it for the first time is genuinely something you 

won't forget in a hurry. 

Go early morning if you can manage it. The light sits golden on everything, barely anyone is 

around, and the whole thing feels almost private. Like it's just for you. 

 



 
The multi-tiered cascade — one of Coorg's most breathtaking natural sights 

Beyond Abbey Falls, the region has plenty more to offer. Silver Falls and Iruppu 

Falls are both worth the detour if you have an extra day and a willingness to get your 

shoes muddy. Then don't tell me I didn't inform you.      

                                                                                                                                                      

Pro tip: Visit waterfalls in the morning on weekdays. Weekends get crowded fast and the 

walk back in the afternoon heat is no fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Walk the Hanging Bridge — If You Dare 

 
The forest hanging bridge  equal parts terrifying and beautiful 

If you like your travel with a side of mild adrenaline, Coorg's hanging bridges are 

not something you skip. Suspended right inside the forest canopy, these rope and 

wood walkways sway. Just enough. Just enough to remind you that you are very 

much up in the trees and very much alive. 

The views from the middle are something else entirely — deep green forest 

stretching out below you, birds calling from somewhere you can't quite see, and that 

particular hush that only old forest carries. It's one of those travel moments that 

genuinely sticks. The kind you find yourself thinking about months later when 

you're back at your desk staring at a screen 

 Best time to visit: October to March. Monsoon season  makes the waterfalls spectacular 

but the hanging bridges and trails can get slippery and sometimes close. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Add a Day  The Mysuru Palace Detour 

 

  
Mysuru Palace at golden hour  one of the most photographed buildings in India for good reason 

 

Okay I'm going to say something and I need you to take it seriously  most people drive 

straight through Mysuru on the way to Coorg without stopping. And that is honestly one of 

the biggest travel mistakes you can make. 

The Mysuru Palace is one of the most spectacular buildings in all of India. Full stop. No 

debate. At sunset the entire structure glows in this warm golden light that genuinely no 

photograph  including every single one you're about to take  fully captures. You just have to 

be there. In person. Standing there slightly speechless. 

If your schedule has any room at all, build in a half-day stop in Mysuru. Walk the palace 

grounds slowly, don't rush it. Pick up some Mysuru silk and sandalwood from the market 

nearby  the real stuff, not the tourist trap versions. Then find one of the old-school darshinis 

on the main road and sit down with a proper filter coffee like a local. After all that, get back 

in the car and drive up into the hills feeling like you've already lived a full day of travel. 

Because honestly? You have. 

 

 

 



 

The Practical Stuff — Before You Go 

Coorg is roughly 250 km from Bengaluru  about 5 to 6 hours by road via Mysuru. 

You can hire a cab, drive yourself, or grab a KSRTC bus from Bangalore's Satellite 

Bus Stand. Fair warning though  travelling comfort cannot be guaranteed by me 

because the road to Coorg is exactly like a mountain. Wavy, winding, and very much 

not for the faint-hearted stomach. You've been warned. 

October through March is your sweet spot  cool, clear and the kind of comfortable 

that makes you want to stay forever. April and May are warmer but still totally 

manageable. Peak monsoon is a different vibe entirely  the waterfalls go absolutely 

wild but the roads occasionally decide to become rivers. Again, you've been warned. 

For stay, Coorg covers every budget beautifully. But if it's your first time, a homestay 

inside a working coffee estate is the only correct answer. Wake up surrounded by 

plantation, have your morning coffee literally where it was grown. Book 2 to 3 weeks 

ahead for weekends  this place fills up fast and for very good reason. 

Now food  this is non-negotiable. Pandi curry, Kadambuttu, Noolputtu, Coorg honey 

cake. Eat all of them. No exceptions whatsoever. And before you leave, grab a bag of 

freshly roasted estate coffee. The coffee here is not like anything you'll find in any 

city café anywhere. Your mornings at home will never feel the same again. ☕ 

 

hat to bring back: Coorg coffee, cardamom, pepper, honey  and if you get lucky, 

homemade wine from one of the estate stays. Pack an extra bag. Trust me. 

 The coffee here is not like anything you'll find in a city café. Buy a bag of freshly roasted 

estate coffee before you leave. Your mornings will never be the same. 

 

Why Coorg Stays With You 

Some destinations are about ticking sights off a list. Coorg isn't really that kind of place.    

The best moments here don't come from an itinerary. They come from a sudden gap in the 

mist that reveals a valley you had no idea was sitting there. From a cup of coffee on a 

plantation porch while the hills slowly wake up around you. From the sound of rain on a tin 

roof somewhere in the middle of the night. 

Coorg doesn't try to impress you. It just does. Quietly. Completely. Every single time. 

Go once and you'll understand why people keep going back.  
 

 


