
 
Daniel Farison/Gail Worden 
Midland High School 
1301 Eastlawn Dr.​
Midland, MI 48642​
989-923-3283 

 

 
DISTRICT Fall Meeting Agenda 

 
MEETING LOCATION: Artisan Urban Bistro, 417 Hancock St. 
 
Saginaw, MI 48602 
 
 
AGENDA  
 

1.​ Call to order: 6:03 
 

2.​ Introductions: 
○​ Dan Farison Midland HS - it’s amazing! ONLY 2 BUILDINGS!  
○​ Claire Ingersoll Owosso HS - they’re her kids.  
○​ Paul Eschmann Valley Lutheran - two choirs, kids really want to sing! 
○​ Farrah Madsen Heritage HS - electives department chair person 
○​ Gail Wordern RETIRED - work from home and coach cross country 
○​ Chris Chung BC Western - he loves it and it’s awesome 
○​ Christy BC Central - third year teaching choir, sight singing every day 

 
3.​ Approval of today’s agenda 

○​ Motion: Dan 
○​ Second: Paul 

 
4.​ Approval of SPRING 2026 meeting minutes 

○​ Motion: Claire 
○​ Second: Gail 

 
5.​ District Manager Report 

-​ Musical Theater festival at Midland High 
-​ Changing solo ensemble date 



-​ TB Day at BC Western 
6.​ Financial Report 

-​ We’re in good financial standing.  
-​ Current Balance: $13,704.48 

 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

7.​ Nominations for 2026-2027 - Nomination Form​   

 
○​ Honors Choirs Directors (2029) - Dan will compile a list of who has directed 

honors choirs in the last 5 years. Google Form sent out to the district 
before the meeting next year. 

■​ 6,7,8 SA  
●​ Anna Doering 
●​ Megan Farison 

■​ 7,8,9 SSA 
●​ Mariana Romero Serra 

■​ 7,8,9 TTB 
●​ Chris Chung 
●​ Dan Farison 

■​ HS SATB 
●​ Adam Gardner-Northrup 
●​ Mark Stover 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsWd22jMWRR8TnZC7iJ5k0-kM3-23smVCRgxgPiZY3-IRsMw/viewform?usp=header


■​ HS SSAA 
●​ Nichole Mattfield 
●​ Carling FitzSimmons 

■​ HS TTBB 
●​ Stuart Chapman Hill 

○​ Teacher of the Year: 
■​ Lynn CieChanski 
■​ Julia Holt 

○​ All-State Musical Theater Director: 
■​ Adam Gardner-Northrup 

○​ Emeritus:  
○​ Board Positions  

■​ President Elect 
●​ Matt Snell 

■​ Treasurer 
●​ Julia Holt 

■​ Secretary 
●​ Thomas Larner 

■​ Director of State Events -  
■​ Director of Specialized Events - 
■​ Director of All State -  

8.​ NOMINATIONS ARE DUE BY OCT. 1st! 
 
 

9.​ Registration Deadlines for ALL 2026-27 Festivals 
■​ HS S&E, HS Choral, MSJH Choral: January 15th, 2027 
■​ MSJH S&E: January 15th, 2027 

 
10.​Festival dates and location for 2026-2027 

○​ HS Solo & Ensemble - Midland HS February 27th, 2027 
○​ MSJH Solo & Ensemble - Midland HS February 27th, 2027 
○​ HS Choral Festival - SVSU March 10th, 11th, 12th, 2027 
○​ MSJH Choral Festival - SVSU March 10th, 11th, 12th, 2027 

 
11.​Potential Festival dates and location for 2027-2028 

○​ HS Solo & Ensemble - Midland HS February 26th, 2028 
○​ MSJH Solo & Ensemble - Midland HS February 26th, 2028 
○​ HS Choral Festival - SVSU March 8th, 9th. 10th, 2028 
○​ MSJH Choral Festival - SVSU March 8th, 9th, 10th, 2028 

 
New Business  
 
All deadlines and calendar can be found on…. - MSVMA CALENDAR 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1hv9xmvyVSwC1eZ1AmzcampJSmYO8rvoze80jw70GuH4/edit


12.​Solo/SE/LE Fee Updates - The Board Approved with the recommendation of the State Office 
to raise fees for District S & E.  Please refer to the June Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
for the Rationale for this increase under the EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT AT THE TOP 
OF THE AGENDA. 

○​ 06.06.2026 Board of Directors Agenda/Minutes 
○​ Solo: $25 
○​ SE: $35 
○​ LE: $50 

13.​Event Transfers 
●​ After much discussion and consideration, The Board has made the decision to 

require members to attend specific sites for Musical Theatre Solo & Ensemble 
events, State Choral Festival events, and State Solo & Ensemble Events. 

Assigned locations: 
 UP - Districts 13/14 
 SOUTH - Districts 8, 11, 12, & 15 
 CENTRAL - Districts 1, 2, 3, 5, & 9 
 EAST - Districts 4 & 16 
 WEST - Districts 6, 7, & 10 

●​ Directors are encouraged to remain with their assigned district and state events 
whenever possible. However, there may be extenuating circumstances that 
necessitate a transfer for a festival. Reasonable accommodations will be granted 
when plausible. Possible reasons may include, but are not limited to: 

●​ School district or county breaks 
●​ Choral program travel arrangements made prior to the MSVMA calendar 

published date 
●​ State or regional testing dates 

Transfers should not be granted due to personal preference, venue preference, 
busing, choral program calendars, accompanist availability, etc. Additionally, transfer 
request may be denied if it will cause undue hardship to either festival due to room 
constraints, adjudicator staffing differences, or financial hardship as a result of the 
transfer.  
Directors may request a transfer for all events from their school, or for just a few 
events while the others remain at the assigned festival. 

 
14.​Upcoming Deadlines: 

○​ Membership Dues ALMOST DUE 
■​ September 15, 2025 

○​ District Events and Transfer Request 
■​ MT S&E: Compose an email to the President-Elect and Supervisor of 

Musical Theatre and explain your request. This process must be 
completed by September 15. 

■​ DISTRICT EVENTS: Compose an email to the President-Elect, your 
district manager, and the manager of the district that you wish to 
transfer to and explain your request. Both district managers involved 
must grant permission for the transfer. This process must be completed 
by November 15. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DFsYY-aEVGN35AaSjiDZkqAF8lGZQlgTF5KE3IljydU/edit?usp=sharing


■​ STATE S&E or STATE CHORAL: Compose an email to the 
President-Elect and Director of State Events and explain your request. 
This process must be completed by February 15. 

■​ Email addresses can be found in the leadership lists on the MSVMA 
website under the HOME menu. Once you have received permission, fill 
out and submit this form.  

○​ Carolyn Leep Scholarship Application- See MSVMA Website  
■​ Due May 15th 

○​ Adjudication Clinics (see calendar) 
○​ Honors Choir Dates/Deadline/Music 

■​ MS/JH- Oct. 11th 
■​ HS- Oct. 8th 
■​ All State Jazz- Oct. 30th 
■​ Musical Theater All State - Dec. 4th 
■​ FEES:  All Honors Choir Fees are now $15 

 
15.​Specialized Events: 

○​ Musical Theater Intensive 
■​ Registration Deadline - Sept. 11 

○​ Musical Theater S&E 
■​ Registration Deadline - Oct. 2 

○​ Chamber Music Festival 
■​ Application Due October 15th 

○​ A Cappella Festival 
■​ Application Due October 1st 

○​ Art Song Intestive 
■​ Registration Due - Sept. 25th 

 
16.​Festival Scheduling 

○​ Reminder…Festival Experience  
■​ Default is Festival Experience - YOU NEED TO CLICK for a RATING 

when you register your groups! 
○​ Please start looking at your dates for next year and the year past next if you can 

for festivals.  DM’s will be expected to have festival dates to President Elect 
sooner. (February 27th!) 
 

17.​Website, Tempo, Rubrics, and Advocacy update 
○​ Website has been refreshed and should all follow the same formatting. 

■​ New: Social Media Request (under the Resources Tab) 
■​ New: Parent Portal.  Please let the State Office know if you’d like to see 

anything in particular on that page! 
■​ Clinician/Consultant payment process has been updated (Professional 

Development Tab). 



○​ Tempo! Has been refreshed.  If anyone has anything to submit for Tempo!, 
please email Membership & Office Coordinator Kathy Balch:  
kathybalch@msvma.org 

○​ Rubrics have all been updated (District, Specialized, State, and Honors Choir).  
You can see them all under the Resources Tab.  This update also includes 
moving Honors Choir adjudication to follow our MSVMA rubric.   Listening Panels 
moved to following our MSVMA rubric in 2025-2026. 

○​ We have some members very interested in starting/re-introducting advocacy 
groups within our organization!  If you would like to be a part of a Black Caucus, 
a Neurodivergency Group, or any other specific category, please reach out to 
Executive Director Brian Leduc: brianleduc@msvma.org 

 
18.​District concerns to be presented at the next Board Meeting- Member input 

-​ Feedback as to why a person can’t adjudicate 
-​ List of clinician willing to work during the school day 

 
19.​Other Business 

-​ Amon placed on administrative leave on investigation of relations with 
current and former students.  

 
20.​Next Meeting 

○​ Date: April 22nd, 2027 
○​ Location: Tavern 101 and Grandpa Tony’s, Bay City, MI 

 
21.​Adjournment: 

○​ Motion: Claire 
○​ 2nd: Chris 

 
 


