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Superlatives & Comparatives - أفعل - الأمريكية المدن وصف  

 التفضيل
 
Whenever tourist sites are described, these descriptions are usually full of superlatives 
and comparatives. ​
But what does that mean?! 
The superlative means: of, pertaining to, or noting the highest degree of the 
comparison of adjectives and adverbs. Smallest, best, and most carefully are the 
superlatives of small, good, and carefully. 
Comparatives means words that compare two things, such as ‘smaller than that city’ 
and ‘better than that museum.’ 
 
We are only learning the basic form of superlatives and comparatives in Arabic! 
Because they follow a basic form: 
the ْـ ـْ ـَ أ  pattern, where the three blanks are the root.  
 

أجمل ← جميل     pretty; prettiest 
أطول ← طويل    tall; tallest 

أقلّ ← قليل          a little; the fewest 
 
  - doesn't fit this pattern (just like English) أحسن

أحسن ← جيد     good; best 
 
Here are some examples from our text:  

 العالم في شارع أفضل يوجد

there is the best street in the world 

 مونيكا سانتا منطقة شاطئ أشهرو
and the most famous beach is the Santa Monica region 

 
Note that superlatives don’t take an الـ even though they do in English (the largest, the 
smallest, etc.) 



wecanlearnarabic.com 
Here are more superlatives in action: 

The biggest city مدينة أكبر                                  ​  

The best professor in the world     العالم في أستاذة أحسن            

 

What about comparatives?                         ​  

What if you want to say “a bigger room than his” or “a better professor than that mean 
one”, i.e. compare two things? JUST ADD A من 

 الأجمل أو كاليفورنيا ولاية مدن أجمل من تعد

It is counted as among the most beautiful cities of the state of California, or the most 
beautiful.  

Notice here that the final superlative DOES have an ال in the word الأجمل - this is 
because of the way the sentence is structured (after the word أو here).  

 


