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Essential Supply List:  

●​ Griffin Carded thread – silk (choose any color)  
●​ 1 (pk of 5) Size 2  
●​ 1 (pk of 5) Size 3  

Spooled Purely Silk is an economical approach, however having a spool in 
every color is a significant investment, consider one or two spools in the 
common sizes E, F and carded for more specific colors.  You will need 
several cards in either size for class work which will add up to the cost of one 
spool.  

●​ Purely Silk – carded or spooled thread size E (any color)  
●​ Purley Silk – carded or spooled thread size F (any color)  
●​ griffin fine beading needles  
●​ #2 stainless steel tweezer (must be like this one – not too sharp)  
●​ hypo cement  
●​ french wire –silver and/or gold based on metal color of your clasp 
●​ 3-5mm Fresh water pearl strand (cheapest you can find - this will be 

used to practice knotting)  
○​ Option #1  
○​ Option #2 Caroline will have some strands for purchase if needed  
○​ Other options: try your local suppliers – bead shops – vintage – charity 

shops, etc.  **Keep to a small scale – if you do not the hole will not 
match up to the thread sizes listed above. Must  be a rounded pearl 
shape between 3-4 mm.  

○​ Video on choosing cord sizing for beads 
●​ plier half round (use what you already have or buy a new pair dedicated for pearl 

stringing – this is up to you ) 
●​ Sewing thread snips – Fiskars 5” stitcher scissor (use what you may already 

have as long as they are sharp)  
●​ X-acto blades – razor blade  

○​ I usually just use a fresh razor blade instead of an xacto blade in a handle 

https://www.riogrande.com/product/griffin-white-silk-bead-cords-carded-with-needle/635402GP/?code=635401
https://www.simplybeadsusa.com/category-s/1893.htm
https://www.firemountaingems.com/itemdetails/h205011bs
https://www.simplybeadsusa.com/category-s/1894.htm
https://www.firemountaingems.com/itemdetails/h205013bs
https://www.jewelrysupply.com/Griffin-Fine-Beading-Needles-3-12-Length-25-Pcs_p_27744.html?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw5ImwBhBtEiwAFHDZx4v3sQS_5X6Egp1tiU8mTyAfIkFbWmVPCMltP56NEdo1bkJ_MZi4ERoCJfYQAvD_BwE
https://www.ottofrei.com/products/quality-2-stainless-steel-tweezers
https://www.riogrande.com/product/g-s-jewelers-cement-crystal-cement-with-precision-tip/206083GP/?code=206083
https://www.ottofrei.com/products/french-wire-made-in-france
https://www.riogrande.com/product/freshwater-cultured-rice-shaped-pearl-strands-white-a-grade/67463GP/?code=67464
https://youtu.be/3V7nD22Bi2I
https://toolshop.bkmetalworks.com/products/eurotool-pliers?_pos=2&_sid=e3ecbaaa9&_ss=r&variant=47532057231670
https://www.joann.com/heritage-5-in-stitcher-scissor/2399962.html?gclid=CjwKCAiAr4GgBhBFEiwAgwORrQI4W7sxPZ-Ro_RE2ZkXOTEHwY0Q919Xge5x5MlwWNIUy6u8rODGOxoCnvAQAvD_BwE
https://toolshop.bkmetalworks.com/products/x-acto-11-blade-individual?_pos=1&_sid=db75a3257&_ss=r


– you do you – get a very sharp thing!  
●​ retractable tape measure or ruler  
●​ clasps/components you have made, or commercially available clasps for 

practice. at minimum have several soldered jump rings that you can practice with 
for knotting beads.  

***You will likely need to buy more supplies for your work once you have the 
skills down – I have purposefully made the supply list very simple to avoid 
over purchasing in excess.  As you move ahead with the techniques you will 
know what you need and want for your own work aesthetic.  

For your reference:   

Consider Nylon thread for heavier beads and some gemstone beads – (lower quality 
abrasive holes)  

griffin carded nylon  
Superlon nylon spooled thread (size D)  

https://www.joann.com/singer-spring-fiberglass-tape-measure-60in/1073352.html?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organicshopping
https://www.riogrande.com/product/griffin-white-polyamid-bead-cords-with-needle/635350GP/?code=635352
https://www.simplybeadsusa.com/category-s/2168.htm

