
Debate Topics Spring 2021 

Political 
1.​ Protests- Are protests effective? (think 

about Hong Kong; iranian revolution 
protests; USA protests, etc) 

2.​ Minimum wage - should the federal 
minimum wage be increased? 

3.​ Felon voting - should felons who have 
completed their sentences (incarceration, 
probation, or parole) be allowed to vote? 

4.​ Social media - should social media posts be 
protected by free speech? 

5.​ Internet privacy - should the government be 
able to monitor internet use and what is 
done with it? 

6.​ Interrogation - is it ethical for physical 
means to be used as an interrogation 
tactic? 

7.​ Welfare - should drug testing be required 
for people who receive welfare services? 

8.​ Death Penalty - Should the death penalty 
be allowed to continue? 

Healthy Living/Planet 
1.​ Milk - is drinking milk healthy for humans? 
2.​ Alternative Energy vs Fossil Fuels - can 

alternative energy effectively replace fossil 
fuels? 

3.​ Plastic ban - should plastic be banned? 
4.​ Cell phone radiation - are cell phones safe to 

use in the long run? 
5.​ Prescription drug ads - should prescription 

drugs be advertised directly to consumers? 
(cigs are not prescription drugs) 

6.​ Recycling - should people be fined for not 
recycling? 

7.​ Physician-assisted suicide - should doctors be 
allowed to assist in suicide for terminally ill 
patients? 

8.​ Vaccinations - should vaccinations be 
mandatory by law? 

9.​ Food - is organic food really the better option? 
10.​Drinking age - should the drinking age be 

lowered? 
11.​Vaping - is vaping with e-cigs a safer option? 
12.​Food - is a vegetarian lifestyle healthier for 

humans overall? 

Education 
1.​Homework - Is homework beneficial for 

student growth? 
2.​Banned books - should parents or adults be 

able to ban books from schools and libraries? 
3.​College education - is a college education 

really worth it? 
4.​College - should college education be free 

like high school?  
5.​School uniforms - should students have to 

wear school uniforms? 
6.​Standardized testing - Should the use of 

standardized tests to measure growth 
continue in America? 

7.​Education - would single-gendered schools 
be better for students? 

8.​Cyberbullying - should schools be able to 
punish cyberbullying that occurs outside of 
school? 

9.​Phones - do cell phones enhance the 
educational experience? 

10.​ Lunch - Should students be able to leave 
campus for lunch? 

11.​Online - Should schools offer online classes 

Miscellaneous 
1.​ Animal testing - should animals be used for 

scientific research and testing? 
2.​ TSA - is the TSA beneficial for safety for flight 

passengers? 
3.​ Toys - is Barbie a good role model for 

children? 
4.​ Zoos - do Zoos cause more harm than good to 

animals? 
5.​ Olympics - Are the Olympic games a benefit 

for their host countries and cities? 
6.​ Video games - Do violent video games 

contribute to youth violence? 
7.​ Stem cell research - is stem cell research 

morally right? 
8.​ Daylight Savings - Should the United States 

keep daylight savings time? 
9.​ Internet - is the internet making us stupid?  
 



for students?  
12.​Punishment Should corporal punishment be 

used in K-12 schools?  
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Hong Kong; iranian revolution protests; USA 
protests, etc) 

2.​ Minimum wage - should the federal minimum 
wage be increased? 

3.​ Felon voting - should felons who have completed 
their sentences (incarceration, probation, or 
parole) be allowed to vote? 

4.​ Social media - should social media posts be 
protected by free speech? 

5.​ Social Media - is social media more harmful than 
good?  

6.​ Internet privacy - should the government be able 
to monitor internet use and what is done with it? 

7.​ Interrogation - is it ethical for physical means to 
be used as an interrogation tactic? 

8.​ Welfare - should drug testing be required for 
people who receive welfare services? 

9.​ Death Penalty - Should the death penalty be 
allowed to continue? 

Healthy Living/Planet 
1.​ Milk - is drinking milk healthy for humans? 
2.​ Alternative Energy vs Fossil Fuels - can 

alternative energy effectively replace fossil 
fuels? 

3.​ Plastic ban - should plastic be banned? 
4.​ Prescription drug ads - should prescription 

drugs be advertised directly to consumers? 
(cigs are not prescription drugs) 

5.​ Recycling - should people be fined for not 
recycling? 

6.​ Physician-assisted suicide - should doctors be 
allowed to assist in suicide for terminally ill 
patients? 

7.​ Vaccinations - should vaccinations be 
mandatory by law? 

8.​ Food - is organic food really the better option? 
9.​ Drinking age - should the drinking age be 

lowered? 
10.​Vaping - is vaping with e-cigs a safer option? 
11.​Food - is a vegetarian lifestyle healthier for 

humans overall? 

Education 
1.​ Homework - Is homework beneficial for student 

growth? 
2.​ Banned books - should parents or adults be able to 

ban books from schools and libraries? 
3.​ College education - is a college education really 

worth it? 
4.​ College - should college education be free? 
5.​ School uniforms - should students have to wear 

school uniforms? 
6.​ Standardized testing - Should the use of 

standardized tests to measure growth continue in 
America? 

7.​ Education - would single-gendered schools be 
better for students? 

8.​ Cyberbullying - should schools be able to punish 
cyberbullying that occurs outside of school? 

9.​ Phones - do cell phones enhance the educational 
experience? 

10.​Lunch - Should students be able to leave campus 
for lunch? 

11.​Online - Should schools offer online classes for 
students?  

12.​Punishment Should corporal punishment be used 
in K-12 schools?  

13.​Dissection - should K-12 students dissect animals 
in science classrooms?  

14.​Teachers - should teachers get tenure? 

Miscellaneous 
1.​ Animal testing - should animals be used for 

scientific research and testing? 
2.​ Animals - should animals be used for human 

entertainment?  
3.​ TSA - is the TSA beneficial for safety for flight 

passengers? 
4.​ Toys - is Barbie a good role model for 

children? 
5.​ Zoos - do Zoos cause more harm than good to 

animals? 
6.​ Olympics - Are the Olympic games a benefit 

for their host countries and cities? 
7.​ Video games - Do violent video games 

contribute to youth violence? 
8.​ Video games - are video games causing more 

harm to kids’ mental health? 
9.​ Stem cell research - is stem cell research 

morally right? 
10.​Daylight Savings - Should the United States 

keep daylight savings time? 
11.​Internet - is the internet making us stupid?  
 



 


