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Purpose and Overview of WebQuests: WebQuests are self-guided learning tools. Using this 
tool, you can construct your own understanding  by choosing which sources are most useful. 
You can: 

■​ Choose the Order - Explore resources in any order you want! 
■​ Choose the Duration - Some resources you might glance through quickly, while others 

you might spend more time reading carefully. 
■​ Choose to Go Beyond - Consider the resources in the WebQuest just a starting point. 

Let the links take you to other sources that deepen your learning.  
 

***You should click on at least one resource in each section*** 
 

SECTION I: Land Ecosystems and Biodiversity Basics 
 
As you navigate through the resources below think about these questions: 
 

A.​ What are ecosystems? 
B.​ What are some types of ecosystems that are on land? 
C.​ What is biodiversity? 
D.​ Why is biodiversity important? 
E.​ What is California biodiversity like?  

 

What are Land Ecosystems? 
●​ Ecosystems (Britannica)  
●​ Video: Ecosystems 
●​ U.N. Sustainability Goals: Life on Land 

What is Biodiversity? 
●​ Biodiversity (Britannica) 
●​ Article: What are Biodiversity Hot Spots? 
●​ Video: What is a Biodiversity Hot Spot? 

California Biodiversity 
●​ National Geographic: California 
●​ Video: California Biodiversity 
●​ iNaturalist Observations: California Biodiversity Day 2019 

 
  
 

 

https://sites.google.com/smcoe.org/smcoe-environmental-literacy/home?authuser=0
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/ecosystem/433377
https://www.generationgenius.com/videolessons/ecosystems-video-for-kids/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/biodiversity/
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/biodiversity/352854
https://kids.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/frym.2019.00029
https://youtu.be/RaQBaVeEbW8
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/states/article/california
https://www.calacademy.org/citizen-science/california-biodiversity
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/california-biodiversity-day-2019


 

SECTION II: Natural and Built Environment 
 
As you navigate through the resources below think about these questions: 
 

A.​ What is the natural environment? 
B.​ What is the built environment? 
C.​ What types of human activities are causing problems with natural environments? 

 

●​ Video: Natural and Built Environments 
●​ Interactive: Why are we losing nature? 
●​ Video: Human activities that threaten biodiversity 

 
SECTION III: Land Ecosystems Solutions 

 
As you navigate through the resources below think about these questions: 
 

A.​ What does it mean to conserve land and biodiversity? 
B.​ Why do humans want to protect ecosystems? 

 

●​ Article: Wildlife Conservation 
●​ Video: Ecosystem Services 
●​ California Protected Species Lists 
●​ National Wildlife Federation at Schools 

 

 

https://youtu.be/pkL4PnSMaxQ
https://livingplanet.panda.org/en-US/why-are-we-losing-nature
https://youtu.be/2RC3Hsk90t8
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/wildlife-conservation
https://youtu.be/BCH1Gre3Mg0
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/CESA
https://www.nwf.org/schoolyard/#:~:text=Since%201996%2C%20the%20National%20Wildlife,for%20learning%20across%20the%20curriculum.

