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Welcome to worship today. Our prayer is that we may meet our Holy God
in song, word, activity, and prayer.

Introduction

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by
translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh
my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ
in holy communion and recalling God'’s grace in remembrance of baptism,
we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life"—to choose life in God
as our own.
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[Congregation’s responses are printed in BOLD type.]
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

GATHERED
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, our maker, our helper, and our
keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and
of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble
about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy
on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and
have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into
the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name
of *+ Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

Amen.

HYMN 880 O God Beyond All Praising
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1 O God be-yond all prais - ing, we wor-ship you to - day
2 The flowr of earth-ly splen-dor in time must sure -ly  die,
3 Then hear, O gra-cious Sav - ior, ac - cept the love we bring,
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for we can on-ly won-der at ev - ty gift you send,
but hid - den fromall na-ture the e - ter - nal seed is sown—
and wheth - er our to - mor-rows be filled with good or ill,
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though small in mor - tal stat-ure, to  heav-en’s gar - den grown:
we’ll  tri-umph through our sor-rows and rise to bless you still:
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we lift  our hearts be - fore you and  wait up - on your word,
for Christ, your gift from heav - en, from death has set us free,
to mar - vel at your beau - ty and glo-ry in your ways,
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we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y  Lord.
and we through him are giv en the fi - nal vic - to - ry.
and make a joy-ful du ty our sac -1 -fice of praise.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Direct us, O Lord God,

in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun,
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and
finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING Deuteronomy 30:15-20
“See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and

adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that | am
commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways,
and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall
live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land
that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do
not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, |
declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in
the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. | call
heaven and earth to witness against you today that | have set before you life
and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding
fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may
live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM READING Psalm 1 (read responsively)

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked or take the path
that sinners tread or sit in the seat of scoffers,

but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate
day and night.

They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its
season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.
The wicked are not so but are like chaff that the wind drives away.



Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous,

for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the
wicked will perish.

SECOND READING Philemon 1-21

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To our
beloved coworker Philemon, to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier
Archippus, and to the church in your house: Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| thank my God always when | mention you in my prayers, because |
hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. |
pray that the partnership of your faith may become effective as you
comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. | have indeed received
much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the
saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.

For this reason, though | am more than bold enough in Christ to
command you to do the right thing, yet | would rather appeal to you on the
basis of love—and |, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a prisoner
of Christ Jesus. | am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father
| have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you,
but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. | am sending him, that is, my
own heart, back to you. | wanted to keep him with me so that he might
minister to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, but |
preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your good deed
might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he
was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back for the
long term, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved
brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and
in the Lord.

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would
welcome me. If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything,
charge that to me. |, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: | will repay it. |
say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me
have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident
of your obedience, | am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more
than | ask.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL Luke 14:25-33
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, 14th chapter,
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said
to them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife
and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my
disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down
and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who
see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was
not able to finish.” Or what king, going out to wage war against another king,
will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to
oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot,
then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the
terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do
not give up all your possessions.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON



HYMN

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

1

I Let us ev-er walk with Je - sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-1ly diec with Je - sus.  Since by death he  con-quered death,
4 Tet us al -so  Tlive with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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trav - "lers here, our home a - bove,
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shall reap ce - les - tial  joy:

Let us mor - 1 - fy all pas-sion that would lead us In - to sin;
we are your own liv - ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let wus do our Sav -ior’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
and the grave that shuts us  in shall but prove the gate of heav-cn.

In  your pres-cnce con-stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
Together let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer petition ends, God of grace,
Our response, receive our prayer.

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
You may share the peace of Christ with one another

OFFERING



MEAL
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set
our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly
provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are
suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,........
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be your name, who sin against us.
your kingdom come, Save us from the time of trial
your will be done, and deliver us from evil.
on earth as in heaven. For the kingdom, the power,
Give us today our daily bread. and the glory are yours,
Forgive us our sins now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
Assisting Minister will be communed first so that those on Zoom can partake
in the communion before the congregation:

The Body of Christ given for you.
The Blood of Christ shed for you.
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus the Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be
your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with
all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

BENEDICTION

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives
food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, * bless you now and
forever.

Amen.



HYMN 660 Lift High the Cross
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POSTLUDE

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

++++++++++

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Music portions of the Liturgy, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 4.
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress license 44230

++++++++++++H++H AR AR AR AR
Texts for September 14: Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 51:1-10; 1 Timothy
1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10

++++++++++

Attendance at last week’s service was 23 and 3 on Zoom and YouTube.

The Lewis family would like to thank the pastors and Laura for their
assistance in planning Mom's funeral, Jesse and Lynn Herzberg and Tom
and Alice Steffen for their wonderful help in providing a lovely dinner after
the service, and the whole congregation for their love and support. The
church meant so very much to Mom, and we are so grateful for you all.
The Lewis Family

Calendar for the Week
Tuesday September 9 — Church Council at 7:00pm here at Church.

Upcoming Events

Friday, September 19 — Keep Indianapolis Beautiful will host a corporate
workday for volunteers to restore the habitat along the creek

Saturday, September 20, 10:00 a.m. — Book club discussing Eighth-Day
Discipleship: A New Vision for Faith, Work, and Economics by Rev. Richard
Bliese, who will be our guest preacher on Sunday, September 28.
September 27-28 - CREATION I.N.C. Original Live Music & Performance

The ICAN Food Pantry is at Downey Avenue Christian Church, 111 S.
Downey Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46219. They appreciate all of the food and
toiletry donations that are provided to them through Gethsemane Lutheran
Church. Their website is www.icanfoodpantry.com. They have an Amazon




wish list on their webpage where you can select items on their list, order and
pay for them, and they will be mailed directly to Downey Avenue Christian
Church. Thank you for any and all donations.

ICAN - Irvington Community Advocacy Network — Office located at
Irvington United Methodist Church, 30 N. Audubon, Indianapolis, IN 46219

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm

Phone: 317-322-9645

Email: ICANCenterlrvington@gmail.com

Program Director: Kari Burns
Potential Assistance and Referral Services for: *Food Pantries, *Clothing
Closet, *Employment and Resumes, *Applications for Assistance,
*Continuing Education, *Transportation Assistance
If the office is closed and you are in need of immediate assistance, please
call 211 or go to findhelp.org.




