
RESOLUTION CALLING ON BIG 10 UNIVERSITIES TO COMMIT TO CLIMATE
CONSCIOUS INVESTMENTS

Sponsor: Central Student Government - The University of Michigan

WHEREAS, The humanitarian and ecological crisis of climate change poses a paramount threat to the
lives and livelihoods of current and future generations, and demands concerted and widespread action
from society’s leaders; AND

WHEREAS, We are facing a global crisis--which necessitates bold, immediate action--that is precipitated
by humanity functioning as a conduit to widespread climate-caused society damage and the increased risk
of cataclysmic events: AND1

WHEREAS, The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (hereafter IPCC) stated that global GHG
emissions, including scopes 1, 2 and 3, must be reduced to net zero by 2050 to avoid climate change’s
worst impacts; AND2

WHEREAS, Greenhouse gas (hereafter GHG) emissions--which are products of the combustion of coal,
oil, and natural gas--are scientifically proven to result in harmful climate change, which will have
widespread negative effects on Earth and its inhabitants; AND3

WHEREAS, The fossil fuel industry is uniquely responsible for climate change; since 1988, 100
companies have emitted more than 70% of the world’s carbon; AND4

WHEREAS, In spite of these colossal harms, the fossil fuel industry has led a concerted, multi-decadal
effort to mislead the public and sow doubt about the reality and causes of global warming. These efforts5

echo disinformation campaigns similar to those of the tobacco industry in direct opposition to our
institutions’ values of honesty and integrity; AND6

WHEREAS, Nations and institutions which have developed through consumption of fossil fuels and
contributed most to climate change have a moral imperative to mitigate the crisis and halt support for the
industries which propagate it; AND

WHEREAS, Investing in the fossil fuel industry contributes to global climate change and therefore
exacerbates climate injustice; AND
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WHEREAS As a conference almost entirely made up by public universities, Big 10 schools have an
obligation to act in the public interest; AND

WHEREAS, Of Princeton Review’s Top 50 Green Colleges, no BIG10 schools are ranked, except for
Michigan State University (#19); AND7

WHEREAS, Big 10 institutions have the resources and positioning to lead the global energy transition to
combat this crisis. The University of Michigan (hereafter U-M), for example, continually ranks as one of
the top research universities in the world, with a record-breaking $5 billion raised in the last five years
alone and an endowment larger than the GDPs of 37% of the world’s nations; AND8

WHEREAS, Big 10 institutions who have committed to carbon neutrality, including the University of
Michigan, Ohio State University, Michigan State University, University of Illinois, Indiana9 10 11 12

University, University of Minnesota, Northwestern University, University of Iowa, Rutgers13 14 15 16

University, University of Wisconsin, and Penn State University, cannot truly be carbon neutral while17 18 19

investing billions in the fossil fuel industry; AND
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WHEREAS, Students across our conference are making their voices heard, from Michigan to Indiana20 21

to Wisconsin, demanding just transitions to true carbon neutrality; AND22

WHEREAS, Previously, institutions of higher education have historically been conduits for social change
on issues of moral clarity, exemplified through academic boycotts of the U.S. Tobacco Industry in 1997;23

AND

WHEREAS, Harvard University has recently frozen their investments in fossil fuels in response to
student activism; AND24

WHEREAS, Institutions across the US are beginning to discuss divestment from fossil fuels; specifically,
universities within the University of California system and the University of Pennsylvania have25 26

already committed to divestment from fossil fuels; AND

WHEREAS, The Big 10 represents many of the largest public universities in the United States; thus in
the face of this crisis, we have an obligation to act; AND

WHEREAS, As students, as taxpayers, and as citizens of the world whose frontline communities are
already being impacted by climate change and whose future is in peril, we feel an obligation and a right to
demand our universities are not complicit in the harms of fossil fuel investment and lead the nation and
the world towards a better future; AND

WHEREAS, The Association of Big Ten Students is debating a resolution to make an “ABTS
Sustainability Commitment,” led by Indiana University, to enhance ABTS to further commit to leading
sustainable and climate-conscious efforts at their Universities;

RESOLVED, Big 10 Student Body Presidents collectively acknowledge the severity of climate change,
and further, the need for swift action to prevent the earth’s average temperatures from warming more than
1.5 °C; AND BE IT FURTHER
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RESOLVED, Big 10 Student Body Presidents will hereby advocate that their respective institutions
commit to ceasing all further investments in the fossil fuel industry (as defined below) in FY2020; AND
BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, Big 10 Student Body Presidents call on the leadership of their respective institutions to
commit to research and action towards future divestment from the fossil fuel industry in FY2020.

***
Suggested Fossil Fuel Investment Definition :27

There is no regulated or universally accepted definition for fossil fuel free. We believe that fossil fuel free
means:

● No investments in any company with proven carbon reserves.
● No investments in any company that explores for, extracts, processes, refines, or transmits coal,

oil, and gas.
● No investments in any utilities that burn fossil fuels to produce electricity.

27 “Make a Clean Break: You Guide to Fossil Fuel Free Investing,” www.350.org
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