
 
 
NAME: 

 

1)Jonas  
2)Kael 
3)Adam 
4)Elliot 
5) 

 

 
GROUP 
NO:5 

  
CLASS:2
INT 

2_ 

 

Sources Inference  Evidence Explanation  Purpose 
X I can infer that the cause of the 

riot was because of 
____________________.  
 

“the newspaper printed a 
photo of ……”  

This suggests that the 
riot was a result of the 
…… 

This source was 
published to (A) the (A) 
that (M), so that (O)... 

 
 

A 
 

 

I can infer that the cause of the riot 
was racism. 

“You know we carried a 
picture and that was my 
decision to carry that picture 
of her kneeling in the 
convent before the Virgin 
Mary”.    “But that was the 
thing that caused the… she 
had been adopted. She was 
from a Dutch family. When 
the war broke out, she had 
been adopted or left, almost 
abandoned really by her 
parents, then left in the 
custody of this Malay 
woman.”  

  

 
 

B 
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C 

I can infer from the newspaper that 
is parted by law  

   

 
 

D 
 

 

    

 

 

 

Thinking like a Historian 

 Maria Hertogh Riots 
(1950) 

Anti-National Service 
Riots 

(1954) 

Hock Lee Bus Riots 
(1955) 

Chinese Middle Schools 
Student Riots 

(1956) 
 

What caused 
the riot? 
 
 
 
 

Maria Hertogh was a Muslim 
and she was kneeling down 

to Virgin Mary. Many 
Muslims felt that their 

religion was being offended 
and disrespected. Then they 
stared a riot between Islam 

and Christianity  

The Anti-National Service 
Riots happened because 

local youths opposed 
compulsory military service 

introduced by the British 
colonial government. They 

saw it as unfair and as 
serving a colonial power that 

did not represent them. 

the riot happened because 

bus workers faced poor 
pay and harsh working 
conditions.They were 
organized under the 

Singapore Bus Workers’ 
Union, which the 

company refused to 
recognize, leading to 

tensions. 

The Chinese middle school 

riots were caused by rising 
tensions between 

students and the colonial 
government. Authorities 
closed schools like Chung 

Cheng High School and 
arrested student leaders 

over suspected 
communist links. 
Students, already 

unhappy about unequal 
treatment of Chinese 
education, protested. 

When police intervened, 
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clashes broke out, 
escalating into riots 

Where did the 
riot take place 
 
 
 

the riot took place along the 
roads and streets where 

they flip and set cars on fire 

The riot took place in the 
city area around 

Government House and the 
nearby streets in Singapore. 

 

the Hock Lee Bus Riot took 
place around the Hock Lee 

Bus Company depot on 
Desker Road and the 

surrounding streets in the 
city area 

the riot took place at 
Chinese schools such as 
Chung Cheng High School, 

and later spread to nearby 
areas across the city. 

Who were 
involved in the 
riot? 

the people involved in the 

riot was Maria Hertogh, 
Aminah binti Mohamed, 
Adrianus Petrus Hertogh, 

Adeline Hertogh, Mansoor 

Adabi. 

Chinese-educated male 
students from local 

schools. 

the people involved in the 

riot were bus workers, 
students, and the police. 

the Chinese middle school 

riots involved Chinese 
middle school students, 

supported by some 
teachers and activists 

How long did 
the riot last? 
 
 

The Maria Hertogh riots in 
Singapore lasted 3 days 

the anti national service riot 
lasted for one day. 

the riot lasted for only one 
day. 

it lasted for a week 

What 
happened 
during the 
riot? 

During the Maria Hertogh 
riots in Singapore, large 

crowds gathered outside the 
courthouse after the court 
ruled that Maria Hertogh 

should return to her Dutch 
parents. The crowd became 
angry and protests turned 

violent. Rioting broke out in 
several parts of the city. 
Mobs attacked people, 

damaged vehicles, and set 
buildings on fire. Police and 

British troops were sent in to 
restore order. It resulted in 

hundreds of Chinese 
educated students 

gathered near 
Government House to 

protest against 
compulsory military 

service. It began 
peacefully, with students 
marching and presenting 
petitions. Tensions rose 
when the police tried to 

disperse the crowd, 
leading to clashes. 

Students threw stones 

 bus workers went on strike 
to demand better pay and 
working conditions. Police 

tried to break up the strike, 
which led to clashes 

between the workers and 
the authorities. Some 

students joined to support 
the workers, and violence 
broke out, including fights 

and property damage. 
Several people were injured, 
and the streets around the 

Hock Lee Bus Company 
depot became chaotic as 

tensions escalated. 

Chinese middle school 
students staged protests 

and sit-ins at schools such 
as Chung Cheng High 

School. Clashes broke out 
when police tried to 

disperse them, leading to 
street fighting, property 

damage, and arrests. The 
unrest spread to nearby 
areas, with students and 
authorities confronting 

each other until order was 
gradually restored. 
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18 deaths and more than 
170 people injured. 

 

and shouted slogans, 
while the police used 
batons and attempted 

arrests. Several students 
were injured, and at least 

45 were arrested. 

 

 

 

 

Reflection 

 Rate intensity by deleting the stars. 
 Maria Hertogh riots 

(1950) 
Anti-National Service 

Riots 
(1954) 

Hock Lee Bus Riots 
(1955) 

Chinese Middle Schools 
Student Riots 

(1956) 
 

Intensity Level 
(out of 5) 

 
“Intensity” could be based 

on the following: 

●​ duration of the 

event  

●​ number of people 

involved 

●​ how the event 

spread  

●​ impact that 

resulted from the 

event (casualties, 

fatalities and 
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damage to 

property) 

Explain why you have 
given this particular rating 
based on the above 
criteria 

    

What did the riot reveal 
about people’s feelings 
towards the government 
in Singapore? 

 

    

Did the riot change British 
attitudes or policies? 
 
 

    

Did the riot contribute to 
the people’s desire for 
self-government? If so, in 
what way(s)?  
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