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Title of presentation: “Performing South Asia: Racializing Indian Dance on the American
Floor”

South Asians in the United States are subsumed under the larger political category of “Asian
American.” They often experience civic life in ways that reflect their hyphenated citizenship,
bound politically to what happens at home and in transnational South Asian contexts. This
presentation explores the performance of South Asia through forms of Indian dance on the
American dance floor. I consider how the racialization of Indian dance as “ethnic” and
“traditional” can often obfuscate the performance of South Asian culture by dominant Indian
bodies. How does the disaggregated racialization of “POC” South Asian bodies (and cultural
praxis) in the US confront caste, anti-Muslim politics, and majority narratives of Indian dance?


