
Charles McGhee Tyson (1889–1918) 
●​ A World War I veteran from Knoxville, TN. 
●​ Graduated from Princeton University. 
●​ Enlisted as a second-class seaman; trained at the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology. 
○​ Rose to the rank of lieutenant. 

●​ Assigned to the United States Naval Reserve Flying Corps. 
●​ Initially ordered to load supplies onto aircraft in Washington, D.C., but requested to join 

his squadron. 
●​ Deployed to battle; served as a bow gunner on a Naval seaplane mission. 
●​ Died in action on October 11, 1918, in a head-on plane collision. 
●​ Buried in Old Gray Cemetery, Knoxville, Knox County, TN.​
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Pictured above is the only known photograph 
of Charles McGhee Tyson to date. He is 
shown in his Navy pilot's uniform. 

Tombstone of Charles McGhee Tyson located 
in Old Gray Cemetery, Knoxville, Knox 
County, TN. 

 
 

 

 

Above is a copy of Charles McGhee Tyson’s 
United States Military registration card. 

This newspaper article is the closest thing to 
an obituary for Charles McGhee Tyon. It 
explains the travesty that was his death. 

 


