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Statement by Journalists, Editors, and Media Managers on the Arrest of
Mzia Amaghlobeli and the Deteriorating Media Environment in Georgia

Mzia Amaglobeli, the founder and manager of online publications "Batumelebi" and
"Netgazeti," is the first female journalist prisoner of conscience in Georgia.



Mzia Amaghlobeli is being punished by the regime of oligarch Bidzina Ivanishvili, who
earned his billions in Russia, for her impartial journalism and exemplary civil activism.
She did not commit the criminal offense she was charged with by Ivanishvili’s regime.

Since January 12, when the oligarch detained our colleague Mzia Amaghlobeli, every one
of us faces the threat of arrest for our professional activities.

Under the rule of the Georgian Dream government, the media environment in Georgia
has sharply deteriorated in recent years. In addition to the threat to independent media
organizations created by the "Russian style law on the transparency of foreign influence,"
adopted in the summer of 2024, verbal abuse and physical violence against journalists by
representatives of the authorities have become alarmingly frequent. Additionally,
Russian-style repressions against journalists have started.

During the coverage of pro-European protests in November and December 2024, more
than 90 instances of violence against journalists by the regime’s special forces and police
were recorded. None of these incidents have been investigated or prosecuted by the
Georgian Dream investigative bodies, leaving the perpetrators unpunished.

In 2024-2025, the oligarch's regime arrested numerous journalists on administrative
charges only to release them after imposing fines or brief administrative detentions.

The fact that Mzia Amaghlobeli has been arrested on criminal charges demonstrates that
the oligarch’s regime has entered a new phase in its persecution of critical journalists.
This involves imprisoning journalists based on fabricated charges, as has occurred in
recent years in Russia, Belarus, and neighboring Azerbaijan.

We demand the immediate release of the prisoner of conscience, Mzia Amaghlobeli! We
call on international organizations protecting journalists' rights and representatives of
friendly countries' diplomatic corps to raise their voices against the mass persecution of
journalists by Bidzina Ivanishvili's regime and to protect media representatives in
Georgia.



