Car Battery Testing & Replacement



Car Battery Testing & Replacement | Whatlington
Garage | Battle, East Sussex

Struggling to start your car? Warning lights flickering? It could be time for a new battery. At
Whatlington Garage, we offer expert battery diagnostics, health checks, and professional fitting
for drivers across Whatlington, Battle, Hastings, Rye, Bexhill and surrounding East Sussex
areas. Whether it’s a traditional lead-acid battery or a stop-start AGM/EFB model, we’'ll make
sure your vehicle gets the correct replacement, safely installed.

What Is a Car Battery?

A car battery is the electrical heart of your vehicle. It stores and delivers the power required to
start your engine and run critical electrical systems. Without it, nothing functions — not the
ignition, not the lights, not even the keyless entry or alarm system.

Modern vehicles are more power-hungry than ever. In addition to cranking the starter motor,
today's batteries also support ECUs, infotainment systems, driver assistance tech, and smart
charging systems. Start/stop vehicles require specialised EFB (Enhanced Flooded Battery) or
AGM (Absorbent Glass Mat) batteries designed to handle repeated restarts and charging
cycles.

How Does It Work?

Car batteries are typically 12-volt units made up of six internal cells filled with an electrolyte
solution. When you turn the key (or push the start button), the battery sends voltage to the
starter motor and ignition system. Once the engine is running, the alternator takes over,
charging the battery and powering the electrical systems.

In start/stop systems, the battery repeatedly powers engine restarts at traffic lights and
junctions, which places higher demands on the battery’s charge/discharge cycle. Vehicles with
regenerative braking also use battery modules to store energy recovered during braking.

Battery condition is monitored by the vehicle’s ECU or a battery management system (BMS),
which may alert you to issues via warning lights or fault codes.




Why Is It Important?

A healthy battery is essential for reliable starting, especially during cold weather when battery
efficiency drops significantly. Without a stable power supply, even minor faults can trigger
dashboard warning lights or limp mode.

A degraded battery also puts strain on other components, such as the starter motor and
alternator. Replacing a weak battery early can avoid more expensive repairs later.

Some vehicles require “coding” or reset procedures after battery replacement to maintain proper
ECU operation — especially those with stop/start systems. Getting the correct type of battery
and having it installed properly is crucial.

Common Car Battery Issues

Most battery failures result from age, frequent short trips, or lack of use. Other factors include
extreme cold, internal corrosion, or electrical drain from systems left running after shutdown.

Drivers often notice a sluggish engine crank, dimming lights, or warning lights on the dashboard
— all tell-tale signs of reduced voltage. Batteries generally last 4-6 years, though stop/start
types may fail earlier under heavy urban use.

Uncommon But Serious Issues

Occasionally, batteries can suffer from internal short circuits or swelling due to overcharging.
These faults are harder to detect without proper diagnostic tools and can lead to unexpected
breakdowns.

Incorrect battery fitment is another serious issue — fitting a standard battery in place of an AGM
or EFB can cause premature failure and invalidate warranties. Similarly, failing to reset the BMS
after installation can result in improper charging or fault codes.

Some vehicles (particularly prestige brands) require specialised support or safe disconnection
procedures to avoid ECU and electrical module damage.




How to Spot the Signs / Self-Diagnosis

If your car is slow to start, especially in the morning, it's worth having the battery checked.
Warning lights such as the battery symbol or even ABS/ESP faults can be indirectly caused by
low voltage.

A clicking sound when turning the key, dim headlights when idling, or flickering dashboard
displays are other common signs. If you haven't replaced your battery in the last 4-5 years, get
it tested — even if it hasn’t failed yet.

When Should You Book a Garage Appointment?

Book in for battery testing if:

Your car is slow to start

A battery warning light appears

You suspect voltage-related electrical issues
Your battery is more than 4 years old

At Whatlington Garage, we use industry-approved battery testers to assess health, voltage, and
charge levels. If a replacement is needed, we’ll order the correct battery for your make/model
and fit it using the correct procedures, including ECU/BMS resets where applicable.

What We Offer:

e Fast and accurate battery health testing

e Replacement batteries ordered and fitted same-day (where possible)
e Diagnostic check of charging and starting systems

e Fault code scans for alternator, starter motor or voltage issues

e Trusted OEM-spec batteries with 12-month warranty




Why Choose Whatlington Garage for Battery Services?
e RAC Accredited Repairer
e Which? Trusted Trader
e Bosch Car Service Centre
e Local collection and delivery available

e Transparent pricing and expert advice

Service Area Coverage

We serve customers across:

e Battle

e Whatlington

e Hastings
e Bexhill
e Rye

e Tenterden
e Robertsbridge

e \Wadhurst

Book a Battery Check or Replacement Today

If you’re hearing slow cranks, seeing dim lights, or just want peace of mind before winter —
book your battery check now:


https://www.rac.co.uk/approvedgarages/products-services/rac-garage-and-repairer-network
https://trustedtraders.which.co.uk/
https://www.boschcarservice.com/gb/en

€ Book online: https://www.whatlingtongarage.co.uk/bookings/
& Call us: 01424 870307

Useful Links

° Car Battery Service Page on Website

? Whatlington Garage on Google Maps

e {2 Whatlington Garage GBP

e () Leave a Google Review

e -l WhatsApp Catalogue — Car Batteries (Insert link when available)
e i Facebook Page

° Instagram Page
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NAP (Name, Address, Phone)

Whatlington Garage
Woodmans Green, Whatlington, Battle, East Sussex TN33 ONL
01424 870307

www.whatlingtongarage.co.uk
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