
  
 

CLUB ADMINISTRATOR RESOURCES 
US Club Soccer Policy for Minor Coaches 

 

Effective January 2025, there has been a change to the US Club Soccer carding process for assistant coaches 
under the age of 18. 

TCSL has been notified that US Club Soccer has ceased issuing coach passes for individuals under the age of 18. 
Players under the age of 18 can act as an assistant coach for a US Club registered team if they have a valid US 
Club Soccer player passcard for the current soccer year. 

To clarify: A US Club carded player under the age of 18 is allowed to be present on the bench during a game or 
to be present at practices to assist with coaching, as long as the player possesses a valid US Club player pass for 
the current soccer year AND a US Club carded coach is also present for the duration of the match or practice in 
question. The player should also have a statement indicating such that is available to clubs by submitting a 
support request to US Club Soccer staff online. The response from US Club Soccer would then be printed to 
provide officials at the field if requested. All player eligibility requirements still apply, including completion of 
SafeSport and club exclusion list review for players turning 18 during the current soccer year. 

Frequently Asked Questions: (w/ answers provided by Wake Haga, US Club Soccer Member Administration 
Manager) 

Q: We have a couple coaches under 18 that coach our Rec league.  They get submitted as rec coaches and 
don't need passes.  Are they ineligible? or is it just competitive coaches that receive passes that can't be 
under 18? 

A: An underage staff member is not allowed to be the only coach on the team, this does not mean running 5 or 
6 teams and having the youth coach them and one adult in between the practices/games. Each team must 
have a fully registered coach. 

Q: Can the player card be from a different club? 

A: The player passcard needs to be from the same club, it cannot be from another organization. 

Q: We have a current minor coach that turns 18 before the end of the soccer season, how does this impact 
them? 

A: Once they turn 18, they need to be registered as a staff member, completing the full background check and 
other eligibility requirements. 
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