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Good class discussion is structured with a teacher orchestrating student exchanges, allowing ideas to 
be explored in the public classroom arena. This has many benefits: students rehearse their ideas, 
practise using concepts and forming arguments, students learn from each other, hearing different 
points of view, depth of thinking is being modelled. This is a rich form of checking for understanding. 
The challenge is to ensure all students benefit, maximising engagement in the verbal exchanges and 
schema-building. 
 

 
Key Concepts: 
 
Q1. What are the limitations of opening a question to the whole class and how do you support this 
process? 
 
Q2. What is the benefit of repeating instructions? 
 
Classroom Implementation 
 
1. Script an instruction in which you combine cold calling with hands up. 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/3/d/199DZvLJ8d0tmW8KTAJNdHhm2b2XocwJ_NAHDZ7I1Zpc/edit
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