Wilson High School

2025-26 Syllabus
Reading Supported Social Studies: World Cultures

Instructor: Mr. Rutt Room: E218
Email: RutTyl@sharewilsonsd.org Phone: 610-670-0180 ext. 6758

Course Description:
This is a dynamic and engaging course that introduces students to the diverse cultures, traditions, and

global perspectives that shape our world. With opportunities for unique cultural experiences and exposure
to various texts, the geography, history, religion, language, art, economics, and social systems of global
regions will be uncovered.

Course Objectives:

The course emphasizes cultural understanding, global awareness, and critical thinking. Students will
analyze how cultural practices develop, how they are maintained or changed, and how they influence
contemporary global issues. Interactive activities, group projects, readings, and multimedia resources will
help students gain a deeper appreciation for the richness and complexity of human societies.

The list below are topics that students will discover throughout the academic school year:

Early Republic
Immigration

Cold War

Foreign Policy
Political Freedom
lraq War
International Crime
Humanitarianism

US & the Middle East
Africa, Russia & China
Africa, Asia, Korea & the Caribbean
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Resources
o World Cultures: A Global Mosaic (Prentice Hall)
o Heroes Don't Run: A Novel of the Pacific War (Harry Mazer)
o Stalin (Sean McCollum)

Course Grade:

The course grade will be computed on the basis of summative and formative assessments, including
quizzes, in-class assignments, oral and written reports and projects.

60% of the grade is determined by summative assessments (tests, designated projects and writing
assignments).

40% of the grade is determined by formative assessments (projects, in-class assignments and other
learning activities).
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Assignment Policy:

Assignments given in class are important and are not to be considered “busy work," but rather purposeful
review of the day's lesson or preparation for an upcoming topic. Assignments are to be done accurately,
completely and turned in at the assigned time. Assignments will NOT be accepted late. If the student
would like to retake a summative assessment, ALL required work associated with the unit must be
completed before they are eligible to retake the summative assessment.

Summative Assessments - Chapters/Units:

Summative assessments could take a variety of forms: tests, projects, writing assignments, etc.
Summative assessments will typically be announced 5 days in advance. If a student is not present during
a summative assessment, they will be expected to take it on the day they return. It is the STUDENTS
responsibility to ask the instructor when the summative assessment should be completed. Summative
assessments will be completed in written form or on the computer. Proper writing utensils and electronics
will be required from the student to fulfill the task.

"Use of A.l is strictly prohibited for completion of assignments and assessments unless directed
otherwise.

Retake Policy: (from Student Handbook)
Students will be allowed to retake summative assessments based on the following conditions:

1. All students will have the option to retake one (1) summative assessment per semester per class.
(ho banking/carry-over).

2. Students may retake an assessment only if they scored lower than 100%.

3. Students will be required to complete a teacher-designed retake learning plan prior to retaking a
summative assessment. This process should be initiated by the student by completing this Retake
Learning Plan Form.

4. Retake learning plan components (e.g. completing missing work, additional assignments, test
corrections) are not a substitute for the reassessment.

5. Upon completion of the retake learning plan, the student must sit for a reassessment which must
be different in questions but equal in rigor. Teachers have discretion regarding what sections of the
test the student needs to retake. Additionally, the structure of the reassessment may change (e.g.
multiple-choice exam to essay or multiple-choice exam to student interview).

6. The higher score (original or retake) will be the documented grade in the teacher's grade book and
the maximum score resulting from any retake is 100%.

Time and Responsibility Factors:
e Students are required to take initiative in their learning process in partnership with the teacher.
e The retake must be scheduled within 2 weeks from the day the original summative assessment
was handed back to the student.
e Teachers may vary deadlines due to extenuating circumstances: student absences, schedule
conflicts, inclement weather days, etc.

Important Notes:
e Midterm and final exams are not available for retakes.
e Due to the compacted nature of original credit summer school courses, assigned summative
assessments are not available for retakes.
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e Advanced Placement (AP) and Dual Enrollment courses' summative assessments are available for
retakes at the teacher's discretion. Any discretionary retake opportunities must follow the process
outlined above.

e Assignments such as essays, research papers, multi-step projects, labs, and other performance
assessments with multiple check-ins or assignments that have segmented due dates may not be
available for retakes.

e Formative assessments are available for retake at the teacher's discretion. Such opportunities, if
given to an entire class, should be consistent across all sections of a course.

**Academic dishonesty in any form is forbidden. Any infraction of this rule will result in a “0" for the
assignment and disciplinary action will be implemented.

Quizzes:
Most quizzes will be announced beforehand. If the student is not present for the quiz, they will be

expected to make it up the day they return. |t is the STUDENTS responsibility to ask the instructor when
the quiz should be completed.

Attendance - Sick/School Function:
It is the STUDENTS responsibility to check Google Calendar and/or Google Classroom to see what
assignments were missed.

Students should:
- Check Google Calendar (located on Google Classroom) to see what was missed.
= Go to Google Classroom to complete missing assignments.
€ If going away on vacation or school function, it is the STUDENTS responsibility to
speak with the instructor ahead of time to properly prepare.

Classroom Expectations:
e Respect everyone and their property.
e Arrive to class on time
o Third time late to class with no pass will constitute in a teacher detention
e Have a charged Chromebook
e NO electronic devices
o Cell phones, air pods, earbuds, headphones, etc. must be put away in their personal bag
from 7:55 am - 2.40 pm Please view the Personal Electronics Policy and Procedure
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