Dealing With Danger

June 8, 2025 Message Notes
John 8:1-11

NOTES

« Alligators: swim with caution. Alligators live in most of Florida's waterways.
« Swim only in the designated area. This area is monitored but not fenced.

- Be watchful for alligators, especially if no lifeguard is present.

« Report approaching alligators to a lifeguard or park ranger.

- Never feed alligators.

Adventure involves danger. The signs are there for a reason.

Jesus encountered predators in the form of Pharisees.
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“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses
commanded us to stone such women. What do you say?”
John 8:4-5

It's a trap and the woman, who’d been involved in another kind of predator
behavior, is the bait.

“... Both the adulterer and the adulteress are to be put to death.”

Leviticus 20:10

“If anyone of you is without sin, let them be the first to throw a stone at her.”
John 8:7

“Age and experience often temper youthful self-righteousness. But
whatever your age take an honest look at your life. Recognize your sinful
nature...”

John 8:9 note from the Life Application Bible

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no
attention to the plank in your own eye?... You hypocrite, first take the plank
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck
from your brother’s eye.”

Matthew 7:3, 5

““Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you? No one, sir. Then
neither do | condemn you. Go now and leave your life of sin.”

John 8:11

Jesus doesn't condemn, but neither does he ignore or condone her sin.
He's placing his cross between her and its consequence.

“The soul that sins, it shall die.”
Ezekiel 18:20
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“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.”
Romans 6:23

“God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him.”
John 3:17

“There is no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus.”
Romans 8:1

This story is relevant in our world of blame and shame, self-deception and
indulgence.

There is so much chaos and confusion, especially in human sexuality.
Sin is a predator and sometimes we don't see it when it's at work within us.

Sexual sin brought down Samson, David, Solomon, Delilah, Bathsheba and
others.

“Flee youthful lusts...” “Run from sexual immorality.”
2 Timothy 2:22, 1 Corinthians 6:18

“l tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already
committed adultery with her in his heart...Ilt is better to lose one part of your
body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.”

Matthew 5:28-29

“It is what comes from inside that defiles you. For from within, out of a
person’s heart, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder,
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adultery...lustful desires. All these vile things come from within; they are
what defile you.”
Mark 7:21-23

Internal desires may defile you but they don’t have to define you.

Why does my sex life matter to God?
« Because you do. God loves you and wants the best for you.
« God wants you to know the freedom and fulfillment of living in His will.

There are only two ways to live your life:

« Apart from God going your own way, doing your own thing as if you are
God

« In fellowship with God - personal relationship, walking with him, knowing
his blessing, doing his will.

Jesus affirms the goodness of the human sexuality we find in the creation
story of Genesis 1 & 2.

“At the beginning the Creator made them male and female and said ‘For
this reason, a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife
and the two will become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let no-one separate.”

Matthew 19:4-6

Heterosexual monogamy is God’s intended creation ideal, with boundaries

there for a reason.

« Freedom and fulfillment meant to be discovered in a growing covenant of
marriage of committed love.

Why does my sex life matter to God?
« Because you do. God loves you and wants the best for you.
« God wants you to know the freedom and fulfillment of living in His will
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« God wants to bring healing, hope and help to you to overcome the
alligators in us and others

Brain science shows that emotional bonding hormones release in sexual
activity and stimulate attachment, trust and commitment - what marriage

means. But if there's no commitment, the bonding is ripped apart.

“Whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body.”
1 Corinthians 6:18

Alligators: Swim with Caution
The world is a dangerous place, but God wants us to live here.

Swim only in the designated area
Sexual boundaries are there for our good.

Be watchful for alligators
You won'’t always see them coming from around or within you.

Report approaching alligators to a lifeguard
Stay connected and transparent to a group or a spiritual lifeguard.

Never feed alligators
They will treat you like food.

“There is a wildness in human sexuality that is meant to be shared in God’s
grace in the high adventure of marriage — high trust, high confidentiality,
highly committed love — making a safe space where you can be ‘naked and
not ashamed.” (Genesis 2:25)

Resources to Consider Reading (below):
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Sex - Parent Reading
Talking to Your Kids About Sex by Mark Laaser

The Parent’s Answer Book by Dobson

Questions Kids Ask about Sex (Revell publisher)

Sex - For Parent/Student to Read Together
Pure Excitement, a Godly Look at Sex, Love and Dating by Joe White

God'’s Design for Sex series by NavPress.

Preparing Your Son for Every Man’s Battle by Stephen Arterburn & Fred
Stokoeker

Preparing Your Daughter for Every Womans'’s Battle by Shannon Ethridge
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https://www.amazon.com/Talking-Your-Kids-About-Age-Appropriate/dp/157856199X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=19GZSCOUS8A3V&keywords=Talking+to+Your+Kids+About+Sex+by+Mark+Laaser&qid=1646168063&s=books&sprefix=talking+to+your+kids+about+sex+by+mark+laaser%2Cstripbooks%2C88&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Parents-Answer-Book-James-Dobson/dp/0842387161/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2O1H35661FNVQ&keywords=The+Parent%E2%80%99s+Answer+Book+by+Dobson&qid=1646168106&s=books&sprefix=the+parent+s+answer+book+by+dobson%2Cstripbooks%2C288&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Questions-Kids-Ask-about-Sex/dp/0800732170/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Questions+Kids+Ask+about+Sex&qid=1646168245&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Excitement-Godly-Dating-White-1996-09-29/dp/B01N3YQA6C/ref=sr_1_1?crid=R79OT3CL431&keywords=Pure+Excitement%2C+a+Godly+Look+at+Sex%2C+Love+and+Dating+by+Joe+White&qid=1646168364&s=books&sprefix=pure+excitement%2C+a+godly+look+at+sex%2C+love+and+dating+by+joe+white%2Cstripbooks%2C101&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Full-Set-Design-Revised-Paperback/dp/B00O5DIVTU/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1KZBF9XWDSO23&keywords=God%E2%80%99s+Design+for+Sex+series+by+NavPress.&qid=1646168499&s=books&sprefix=god+s+design+for+sex+series+by+navpress.%2Cstripbooks%2C80&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Preparing-Your-Every-Mans-Battle/dp/0307458563/ref=sr_1_1?crid=8ENCD0VTILN5&keywords=Preparing+Your+Son+for+Every+Man%E2%80%99s+Battle&qid=1646168641&s=books&sprefix=preparing+your+son+for+every+man+s+battle+%2Cstripbooks%2C158&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Preparing-Daughter-Every-Womans-Battle/dp/030745858X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1T5AEXWD3O38N&keywords=Preparing+Your+Daughter+for+Every+Womans%E2%80%99s+Battle+by+Shannon+Ethridge&qid=1646168694&s=books&sprefix=preparing+your+daughter+for+every+womans+s+battle+by+shannon+ethridge%2Cstripbooks%2C171&sr=1-1
https://www.christjourney.org/cjmessages/

Living in a Gray World by Preston Sprinkle

What does it mean to be Welcoming by Travis Collins

Surfing for God by Michael John Cusick

Sex for Christians by Lewis B. Smedes
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https://www.amazon.com/Living-Gray-World-Understanding-Homosexuality/dp/031075206X
https://www.amazon.com/What-Does-Mean-Welcoming-Navigating/dp/083084144X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=DQ4FQYBT5Z3J&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.OE9XEox8wRynbke4-x-wZw.uPbiiTYdva8G0QsgCJjqxJzmCYduCSzij8RSK5uZobY&dib_tag=se&keywords=what+does+it+mean+to+be+welcoming&qid=1749383350&s=books&sprefix=what+does+it+mean+to+be+welcoming%2Cstripbooks%2C167&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=surfing+for+God&i=stripbooks&crid=2AFC6FXEIG5PQ&sprefix=surfing+for+god%2Cstripbooks%2C122&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.com/Sex-Christians-Limits-Liberties-Sexual/dp/0802807437/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3OJJYISZ34W8Q&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.suXU2kH9jlc9WR3Qo2n_ehW2o6UtAr0DIwEL6HthFM-78FxTo9U5NtmTL51UjixZ_Z7RNS57ZzHORSPDXd_QZsX-F-ZGo4rjEpqme0EODggf1-ptlkIAHFD1aIbVMBHKLvY0lukEtUVXfoAq8_tdKpZYi1Ho6SKUFmjTpRrXuIgDNL_A7s5z014bW4dC7P8b6tb44_eQ2dLnpT8J3XUuiwaq_gFh8XmxU2091hnJ7_8.27huzpBV4WCakITboVE5hIUUoEREmYlYTRXcj4aM1vw&dib_tag=se&keywords=Sex+for+Christians&qid=1749383511&s=books&sprefix=sex+for+christians%2Cstripbooks%2C124&sr=1-1
https://www.christjourney.org/cjmessages/
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