Meaning@ul Humor

Blogging Contemporary Satire
&
Blogging Contemporary Comedy

Satire - Blog Post #1
The first blogging assignment (unless you choose the creative, original satire

project) is to discuss a work of contemporary satire: a film, TV show, song, etc,
from the last few years that uses humor to make a larger point about society.

Even though we have often discussed satire of the construction of gender or
race, your example does not need to involve race or gender as its primary
subject matter.

Your post should include the following:

1. A summary of the work of culture -- maybe including a link to a video or lyrics.
2. An analysis of how the work uses techniques of satire -- irony, hyperbole,
understatement, and/or parody.

3. An analysis of how the work is not simply making fun of certain people or
institutions but how the work is trying to criticize and ultimately change society.

Note that I'm asking you to do more than just #1 -- giving us an example.
You need to analyze and reflect on that example.

And remember to also comment on two of your classmates' posts as well.

Comedy - Blog Post #2
Write a blog post in which you defend or dismiss dramatic Comedy — as

Aristotle defines it — as a meaningful art form. Whatever side you take, focus
on one example of a long-form Comedic work and analyze how it enhances —
or fails to enhance — our understanding of the world (the human condition,
human nature, etc). You can bring up other works in order to demonstrate that



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C9oTE_JtN_1-1gqPoHVf_A7b_hGGgZtr4PhqtkuJUrc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C9oTE_JtN_1-1gqPoHVf_A7b_hGGgZtr4PhqtkuJUrc/edit

your example is part of a broader trend — or an exception to the trend — but
the bulk of your post should be a specific look at one work.

If you are looking for some ideas, check out this New York Times article on
“Movies to Stream on Valentine’s Day, Whatever Your Mood.”



https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/02/12/movies/valentines-day-movies-streaming.html

