Timeline of Events

The provided text does not include enough information to construct a detailed timeline. The excerpts
primarily feature blog posts from "bricoleur.org" by "macgill", discussing various topics including
intellectual property law, internet issues, music technology, and personal projects. The posts span
from 2002 to 2024 but lack specific dates and chronological order in most instances.
Here's a summary of key events gleaned from the excerpts:
Pre-2007: Macgill works on projects like Public.law and HLSNet. They develop and refine
GrepMoodMusic, a music playlist generator based on mood and listening history. They also
experiment with NewsGet, an RSS feed reader.
2007: Macgill joins Google as a Product Counsel, working on legal aspects of various
products. They attend a Supreme Court hearing on the Bunner case regarding trade secrets
and deCSS. Macgill begins blogging on "bricoleur.org”.
2008: Macgill explores geotagging photos using a Garmin Forerunner 305 and a Canon
870IS camera.
2009: Macgill leaves Google.
2010: Macgill gains experience drafting and negotiating commercial agreements.
2017: Macgill analyzes their Google Location History to chart countries visited and dates.
They develop "Dense Dead", a program to identify Grateful Dead concerts from streaming
audio.
2018: Macgill experiments with creating a system to display public domain images based on
background context. They attend the Internet & Jurisdiction Conference, expressing
concerns about increasing government regulation of the internet.
2023-2024: Macgill continues to engage in online discussions about internet policy,
expressing concerns about censorship and platform regulation.



Bricoleur Blog Analysis and Review

Short Answer Questions

Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences, demonstrating an understanding of the

provided excerpts from the "Bricoleur" blog.
Why does the author believe startups should consult with lawyers early on?
What is the author's opinion on "winning" a Supreme Court case as a startup
strategy?
How does the Canadian Mint case involving the penny illustrate the author's point
about legal risks for startups?
Describe the author's proposed use of Creative Commons licensing for a mapping
project based on a food blog.
What are the author's criticisms of Bennett Lincoff's music licensing plan?
What is the significance of the Diebold case in relation to DMCA takedown notices?
Explain the author's concerns regarding privacy in relation to proposals for
compensating artists based on music consumption.
What is the author's perspective on the role of a General Counsel (GC) in a company?
What is the author's opinion on the relationship between a company's legal risks and
its value to users?
What is the author's suggested approach for GCs when faced with legal risks in a
company?

Short Answer Key
The author argues that early legal consultation can help startups secure funding, avoid costly
lawsuits, and manage legal risks effectively. Investors often require legal due diligence, and
proactively addressing potential issues can make a startup more attractive.
The author believes that pursuing a Supreme Court victory is generally a misguided strategy
for startups. It is costly, time-consuming, and unlikely to provide a real competitive
advantage. Users prioritize a product's functionality and value proposition over its legal
standing.
The author uses the example of the Canadian Mint asserting copyright over images of the
penny to demonstrate how even seemingly trivial matters can turn into unexpected legal
risks. This underscores the need for startups to carefully assess and address potential legal
pitfalls.
The author describes using restaurant recommendations from a blog licensed under a
Creative Commons attribution-noncommercial license to create a shareable map. This
illustrates how Creative Commons can facilitate innovative uses of existing content while
respecting the creator's terms.
The author criticizes Lincoff's music licensing plan for being outdated and focusing on
remuneration for copying rather than actual music consumption (listening, mixing, etc.). They
argue that basing compensation on transmission is illogical because value is derived from
usage, not mere duplication.
The Diebold case is significant because it resulted in the company being held liable for
damages under the DMCA's 512(f) provision for knowingly misrepresenting copyright
infringement in takedown notices. This highlights the potential legal consequences for
abusing the DMCA takedown process.



The author expresses concerns that proposals to compensate artists based on granular
monitoring of music consumption raise significant privacy issues. They acknowledge the
need for alternative compensation models but emphasize the importance of protecting user
privacy.

The author believes GCs should be more than just legal advisors. They should proactively
understand the company's goals, anticipate legal challenges, and propose solutions that
balance business objectives with legal requirements. This proactive approach helps avoid
confrontations and facilitates growth.

The author posits a complex relationship between legal risk and user value. While some
risks may be necessary to deliver a valuable service (e.g., file-sharing platforms), it's crucial
to differentiate between essential and extraneous legal risks. Startups should focus on
mitigating avoidable legal issues that do not contribute to the core value proposition.

The author suggests that when faced with legal risks, GCs should strive to understand both
the legal ramifications and the underlying business goals. This approach allows them to
provide constructive advice that considers the trade-offs involved and offers solutions aligned
with the company's overall objectives.

Essay Questions
Analyze the author's perspective on the evolving role of libraries in the digital age,
considering their arguments about copyright, accessibility, and the "Really Modern Library."
Evaluate the author's claims about the importance of transactional attorneys, drawing on
their descriptions of the challenges and significance of drafting and negotiating commercial
agreements.
The author argues against a singular approach to content moderation on online platforms,
advocating for diverse policies reflecting different services and user expectations. Critically
assess this viewpoint, considering its implications for free speech, user experience, and
platform responsibility.
Examine the author's use of Google products and services, such as Timeline and Ngram
Viewer, for personal data analysis. Discuss the potential benefits and drawbacks of relying
on such tools for understanding personal information and experiences.
The author frequently uses the term "bricoleur" to describe themselves. Analyze how this
concept is reflected in their blog posts and how it relates to their approach to law, technology,
and problem-solving.

Glossary of Key Terms
Bricoleur: A person who creates or repairs things using whatever materials are readily
available, often in an innovative or ingenious way.
DMCA: The Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) is a United States copyright law that
implements two 1996 treaties of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). It
criminalizes production and dissemination of technology, devices, or services intended to
circumvent measures (commonly known as digital rights management or DRM) that control
access to copyrighted works (commonly referred to as digital locks). It also criminalizes the
act of circumventing an access control, whether or not there is actual infringement of
copyright itself.
EFF: The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) is an international non-profit digital rights
group based in San Francisco, California, United States.
Fair Use: In United States copyright law, fair use is a doctrine that permits limited use of
copyrighted material without acquiring permission from the rights holders. It is one of the



limitations and exceptions to copyright intended to balance the interests of copyright holders
with the public interest in the wider use and dissemination of copyrighted works by permitting
certain uses that might otherwise be considered infringement.

Google Books: Google Books is a service from Google Inc. that searches the full text of
books and magazines that Google has scanned, converted to text using optical character
recognition (OCR), and stored in its digital database.

Google My Maps: Google My Maps, formerly Google Maps Engine Lite, is a mashup editor
that allows users to create and edit custom maps with their own points, lines, routes, shapes,
images, and directions.

Jurisdiction: The official power to make legal decisions and judgments. In the context of the
internet, jurisdiction refers to which government or legal entity has the authority to regulate
online activities and content.

Prior Restraint: Judicial suppression of material that would be published or broadcast, on
the grounds that it is libelous or harmful. In US law, the First Amendment severely limits the
ability of the government to impose prior restraint.

Public Domain: Works in the public domain are those whose exclusive intellectual property
rights have expired, have been forfeited, or are inapplicable.

RSS Feed: RSS (originally RDF Site Summary; often called Really Simple Syndication) is a
type of web feed which allows users and applications to access updates to websites in a
standardized, computer-readable format.

Trade Secret: A trade secret is a formula, practice, process, design, instrument, pattern, or
compilation of information which is not generally known or reasonably ascertainable, by
which a business can obtain an economic advantage over competitors or customers.
Venture Capitalist: A venture capitalist (VC) is a private equity investor that provides capital
to companies exhibiting high growth potential in exchange for an equity stake.



Briefing Document: Analysis of "bricoleur” Blog Archive

Author: amacgill

Date Range: October 2002 - February 2024

Source: Archive of blog posts from "bricoleur”

Main Themes: Intellectual property law, the internet and technology, music, coding, personal

reflections.

Important Ideas/Facts:

1. Intellectual Property Law in the Digital Age:
The blog extensively covers early 2000s IP cases and debates, particularly concerning
copyright, digital rights management (DRM), and the DMCA.
Cases like Bunner, Diebold, and Verizon are discussed, highlighting issues like prior
restraint, fair use, and subpoena power in online copyright enforcement.
Strong opinions are expressed about the chilling effects of overly restrictive copyright laws
on innovation and free speech.
Support is voiced for Creative Commons as a solution promoting content sharing.

2. Music Licensing and Distribution:
Alternative music licensing models are explored, questioning the traditional "copying"
paradigm.
The author advocates basing artist remuneration on "listening, mixing, and deriving new
music" rather than just copying.
Projects like MusicBrainz are praised for enabling better music management and potentially
fairer compensation systems.

3. Technology and Code as Tools for Exploration:
The blog showcases a fascination with technology and coding, using them to explore
personal interests.
Projects like GrepMoodMusic (a mood-based music player) and NewsGet (a customized
RSS reader) are developed and shared.
Technical skills are applied to practical tasks, like geo-tagging photos from GPS data and
analyzing Google Timeline data.

4. Evolving Internet and Social Platforms:
Early enthusiasm for the internet's potential is evident, particularly regarding information
access and community building.
Projects like blogs.law.harvard.edu are lauded for their aggregator function, fostering
dialogue and diverse perspectives.
Later posts reflect on the changing landscape of online platforms, including concerns about
content moderation.
A post on "Basic Cybersecurity" foreshadows growing anxieties around online security and
disinformation.

5. Personal Reflections and Values:
The blog's name, "bricoleur", reflects the author's self-identification as someone who creates
and innovates by combining diverse elements.
This is exemplified through their diverse interests and projects, drawing connections between
law, technology, music, and personal experience.
A consistent theme is the value of open access, collaboration, and the public domain.
There's a clear respect for intellectual rigor and thoughtful debate, engaging with others'
arguments even when disagreeing.



Quotes:
On the limitations of court victories for startups: "No-one has ever used a service or
bought a product because it won a court case."
On the importance of legal counsel: "What you shouldn't do is take legal risks carelessly.
Lawyers can usefully help with that thought process, so see a lawyer while your startup is
still young."
On the potential of MusicBrainz: "Think about what you could do if you could
unambiguously say that you had just listened to x, or that you liked x."
On the importance of aggregators: "Aggregators really help ... because they create an
easier way of gathering a community's context."
On the evolving nature of online platforms: "Also, | want more than one good service
whose architecture and policies support an extremely wide diversity of views."
Conclusion:
This blog archive offers a valuable snapshot of early 21st-century thought on the evolving
relationship between law, technology, and culture. It highlights the ongoing tensions between
intellectual property protection and the free flow of information in the digital age. The author's own
creative explorations in music, coding, and data analysis further demonstrate the power of
"bricolage" — resourceful innovation through combining existing elements in new ways. Their voice
reflects a deep commitment to open access, thoughtful discourse, and leveraging technology for
both personal and societal benefit.



| asked it why | left Google:

Macgill's Departure from Google

The sources indicate that Macgill left his position at Google to join
Twitter.[1l] He describes working in Google Legal as a "dream job" and
expresses pride in the work he accomplished there.[2] However, he
does not explicitly state his reasons for leaving the company.[2] [3]

The podcast has focused on my time in the Obama administration, so | asked the Notebook
“‘How many president's did macgill work for?”

Macgill worked for two presidents:

® President Obama: Macgill was the Deputy U.S. Chief Technology
Officer in the Obama administration.

® President Biden: Macgill worked on the Biden transition team and
then became Deputy Assistant to the President and Principal
Deputy United States Chief Technology Officer.

| asked “Was the Google book search project copyright infringement?”

The sources provide a multifaceted perspective on Google Book Search
and copyright law but do not offer a definitive answer to whether the
project constituted copyright infringement. Here's a breakdown of the
relevant information:
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