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Tentative Curriculum: 
 

Week 1: Introduction to Policy + Historical Context 
1.​ Insights from Nuclear History for AI Governance  

○​ Read until page 25  
2.​ AI and the A Bomb  
3.​ ‘Manhattan Project 2.0’  

 
 

 
Week 2: Introduction to Machine Learning  

1.​ But What is a Neural Network?  
○​ Watch the first 12.5 minutes  

http://buaisa.org
https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/perspectives/PEA3600/PEA3652-1/RAND_PEA3652-1.pdf
https://thebulletin.org/2024/09/ai-and-the-a-bomb-what-the-analogy-captures-and-misses/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22829880916&gbraid=0AAAAAC3qOh8tjCWSm6PrMJmJlAVD0Wvq4&gclid=CjwKCAjw_-3GBhAYEiwAjh9fUNzwqesHMeN7hhDVFuCqcmIb0oz9kNTfA7J7mjDQa2n-fCi8MCjoLxoCW3oQAvD_BwE
https://www.energy.gov/em/articles/manhattan-project-20-bradburne-lays-out-em-vision-support-nuclear-renaissance-ai-race
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aircAruvnKk


2.​ The AI Triad and what it means for national security strategy:    
○​ Read the Executive Summary  

3.​ 4 Charts that Show Why AI Progress is Unlikely to Slow Down   
4.​ Can AI Scaling Continue Through 2030?  

○​ Read the Introduction, Chip Manufacturing Constraints (only the summary at 
the top, up to “Current Production and Projections”, then Figure 4)  

 
 

 

Week 3: Overview of Risks from Advanced AI Systems 
1.​ International Scientific Report on the Safety of Advanced AI   

○​ Read the Executive Summary  
i.​ 4.1: Malicious use risks 

ii.​ 4.2.3:Loss of control 
iii.​ 4.3.1-4.3.1: Labor market risks, Global AI Divide, & Market 

concentration risks and single points of failure 
iv.​ 4.4.2: Cross-cutting societal risk factors 

2.​ Harms from Increasingly Agentic Algorithmic Systems 
○​  Read pages 2-6  

3.​ An Overview of Catastrophic AI Risks  
○​ Read pages 38 to 40  

 
 

 

Week 4: Safety Standards and Regulations  
1.​ From Principles to Rules: A Regulatory Approach for Frontier AI  
2.​ Managing Extreme AI Risks Amid Rapid Progress   
3.​ Breaking Down the Biden AI EO: Ensuring Safe and Secure AI 
4.​ Existing authorities for oversight of frontier AI models 

a.​ Read pages 1-16   
 

 
 

Week 5: Self and Corporate Governance  
1.​ Common Elements of Frontier AI Safety Policies 
2.​ If-Then Commitments for AI Risk Reduction  
3.​ AI is Testing the Limits of Corporate Governance    

https://cset.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/CSET-AI-Triad-Report.pdf
https://time.com/6300942/ai-progress-charts/
https://epoch.ai/blog/can-ai-scaling-continue-through-2030#will-labs-attempt-to-scale-to-these-new-heights
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6716673b96def6d27a4c9b24/international_scientific_report_on_the_safety_of_advanced_ai_interim_report.pdf
https://arxiv.org/abs/2302.10329
https://arxiv.org/abs/2306.12001
https://metr.org/blog/2025-03-26-common-elements-of-frontier-ai-safety-policies/
https://arxiv.org/abs/2310.17688
https://cset.georgetown.edu/article/breaking-down-the-biden-ai-eo-ensuring-safe-and-secure-ai/
https://law-ai.org/existing-authorities-for-oversight/
https://metr.org/blog/2025-03-26-common-elements-of-frontier-ai-safety-policies/
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/09/if-then-commitments-for-ai-risk-reduction?lang=en
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4693045


 
 

 
Week 6: Compute Governance + National Security  

1.​ Computing Power and the Governance of Artificial Intelligence 
a.​ Read Pages 2-6  
b.​ 11-18 
c.​ 34-59 

2.​ Legal Challenges to Compute Governance​ 
 

 
 

Week 7: AI and Law  
Core Readings:  

1.​ U.S. Tort Liability for Large-Scale Artificial Intelligence Damages 
a.​ Read the summary  
b.​ Chapter 2  
c.​ Chapter 3 

2.​ Freedom of Speech and AI Output 
3.​ AI Outputs are not Protected Speech  
4.​ Section 230 Won’t Protect ChatCPT    

 
Additional Readings: 

1.​ Senator Hawley's Letter two META   
2.​ As Washington Debates Major Tech and AI Policy Changes, Big Tech’s Lobbying is 

Relentless  
 

 
 
Week 8: International Governance  
Core Readings 

1.​ High-level summary of the AI Act 
2.​ AISIs’ Roles in Domestic and International Governance 
3.​ China’s Views on AI Safety Are Changing—Quickly    

 
 
Additional Readings:  

https://arxiv.org/abs/2402.08797
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/legal-challenges-to-compute-governance
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA3084-1.html
https://www.journaloffreespeechlaw.org/volokhlemleyhenderson.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4687558
https://www.journaloffreespeechlaw.org/perault.pdf
https://www.hawley.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Hawley-Letter-to-Meta-re-AI-Chatbots-Engaging-Romantically-with-Kids.pdf
https://issueone.org/articles/as-washington-debates-major-tech-and-ai-policy-changes-big-techs-lobbying-is-relentless/
https://issueone.org/articles/as-washington-debates-major-tech-and-ai-policy-changes-big-techs-lobbying-is-relentless/
https://artificialintelligenceact.eu/high-level-summary/
https://www.oxfordmartin.ox.ac.uk/publications/aisis-roles-in-domestic-and-international-governance
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/08/china-artificial-intelligence-ai-safety-regulation?lang=en


1.​ Gender, Climate Change, and Security    

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/gender-climate-change-and-security-making-connections
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