
 

Ceremonies 
Name: Traditional Opening/Closing Flag Ceremony 

 
Ceremony Snapshot 
These flag ceremonies are traditional and have been used at many types of events. 

Meeting Space Icon 
1 

Energy Level Icon 
1 

 
Supply List Icon 
2 

Prep Time 
1 

Supply List 
●​ U.S. Flag 
●​ Pack Flag 
●​ Two Flag Stands 
●​ 2+ Cub Scouts 
●​ Cubmaster 

Before the meeting: 
1.)​ Watch the Flag Ceremony video Den Leader Tips & Tricks Flag Ceremony Video. 
2.)​ Select a Cub Scout to carry the U.S. Flag. 
3.)​ Select a Cub Scout to carry the Pack flag.  
4.)​ Explain flag ceremony terminology to the Cub Scout color guard: 

a.)​ Color guard refers to people in uniform who hold a flag in a ceremony or parade. 
b.)​ Halt means stop. 
c.)​ Post means to put the flag into its stand. 
d.)​ Two means to stop saluting. 
e.)​ Retrieve the flag means to remove the flag from its stand and return to your position. 

5.)​ Review the ceremony with the Cub Scout Color Guard.  
6.)​ Remind Cub Scouts to respect the flag and never allow the U.S. flag to touch the ground. 
7.)​ Ask Cub Scout flag carriers to walk to the front of the meeting space and cross to the other 

side of the stage. 
8.)​ Explain that the U.S. flag always walks slightly in front of other flags, which is a way we show 

respect for the flag. 
9.)​ Place the U.S. flag stand “stage right,” which is the right-hand side from the speaker's 

perspective. From the audience's perspective, the U.S. flag is on the left.  
10.)​Place the Pack flag stand “stage left,” which is the left-hand side from the speaker's 

perspective. From the audience’s perspective, it will be on the right.  
 
At the beginning of the meeting: OPENING FLAG CEREMONY 

1.)​ Have the color guard come to the front of the room.   

https://www.scouting.org/programs/cub-scouts/den-meeting-resources/


 

2.)​ Position the Cub Scout with the U.S. Flag on the far “stage left” of the room, which is the 
left-hand side from the speaker’s perspective. From the audience’s perspective, they will be 
on the far right. 

3.)​ Position the Cub Scout with the Pack flag on the far “stage right” of the room, which is the 
right-hand side from the speaker’s perspective. From the audience’s perspective, they will be 
on the far left. The Cubmaster stands in front of the meeting space, facing the audience.  

4.)​ Read the Opening Flag Ceremony found in Additional Resources. 
5.)​ When the Cub Scouts are asked to present the colors, they cross each other about halfway on 

the stage to reach their correct positions. 
 
After OPENING FLAG CEREMONY 

1.​ Read the Scout Oath and Scout Law from the poster found in Additional Resources or the 
back cover of your Cub Scout handbook. 

 
At the end of the meeting: CLOSING FLAG CEREMONY 

1.​ Ask the Color Guard to stand next to the flag they will carry. 
2.​ Cubmaster stands in front of the meeting space, facing the audience. 
3.​ Read the Closing Flag Ceremony found in Additional Resources.  
4.​ When the Cub Scouts are asked to retrieve the colors, they will cross each other about 

halfway on the stage to get to the same positions they started at for the opening ceremony.  
 

 
Additional Resources 
Opening/Closing Flag Ceremony Map 
Scout Oath/Law Poster 
Den Leader Tips & Tricks Flag Ceremony Video 
Opening Flag Ceremony Script 
Closing Flag Ceremony Script 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Z7qWDo2YgC_QH7lEXDfgZEtATPQAbEk6
https://drive.google.com/open?id=15flxaGwFaNJ7h8WbQv0joaO5gCFodsPO
https://www.scouting.org/programs/cub-scouts/den-meeting-resources/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13r3J3oZCHpNcEt2HKhPPuiT4IgzgRHflXMp6Mr8-ITM/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11-Y1EftXOWSVJ80LdQIMLO7EjoiuJjYifurjVP1ifyE/edit?tab=t.0

