
AMSA Reproductive Health Project eNews #37 - Feb 1, 2025 
Subject Line: AMSA in DC, News & Resources to Share! 

 
 

 
 
Greetings from the AMSA Reproductive Health Project! 
 
It is with deep sadness we share news you may have missed with all that's been happening 
since our last issue – early on the morning of January 20th long-time champion for abortion 
care and reproductive rights Cecile Richards died of brain cancer - may she rest in power. We 
invite you to read and share about her life and work to protect and expand reproductive freedom, 
and her new strategy for abortion storytelling: 
 

●​ Cecile Richards Saved the Day for Us, The Nation - Link 
●​ Cecile Richards Isn't Giving Up the Fight, Texas Observer - Link 

 
Over the last couple of weeks there have been a flurry of announcements from the White House, 
including some that received strong pushback and have already been turned back, find details 
below. We want to draw special attention to a few new resources from AMSA allies:​
 

●​ Know Your Rights: ACLU Guide for Health Care Providers - Link 
●​ Increasing Access to Abortion, New ACOG Committee Statement  - Link 
●​ A Guide to US Federal Agencies and Their Impact on Sexual and Reproductive Health and 

Rights, Guttmacher Institute Fact Sheet  - Link 
●​ Keep Your Abortion Private & Secure, Digital Defense Fund - Link 
●​ Abortion Mobile Privacy Settings Quick Guide, Digital Defense Fund - Link 

 
We also want to highlight recent AMSA actions we invite you to explore and share:​
 

●​ AMSA’s Response to President Trump’s Executive Order on the United States’ 
Withdrawal from the World Health Organization - Link 

○​ Deeper Dive: U.S. Withdrawal from WHO Will Have Devastating Consequences for 
SRHR, Center for Reproductive Rights - Link​
 

●​ AMSA Leaders join over 700 health justice advocates in Washington DC at Families USA 
30th annual conference - Health Action 2025! ​
See photos here, speakers included:  

○​ Sarah McBride, New U.S. Congresswoman from Delaware 
○​ Rushika Fernandopulle, MD, MPP, Iora Health, Former CEO and Co-founder 
○​ Margarida Jorge, Health Care for America Now, Executive Director 
○​ and more… 

 
Stay tuned, more news and action opportunities coming soon! 
 
 
 

 

https://www.thenation.com/article/activism/cecile-richards-saved-the-day/
https://www.texasobserver.org/cecile-richards-isnt-giving-up-the-fight/
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/health-care-providers
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/committee-statement/articles/2025/02/increasing-access-to-abortion
https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/guide-us-federal-agencies-and-their-impact-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-rights
https://digitaldefensefund.org/ddf-guides/abortion-privacy
https://digitaldefensefund.org/ddf-guides/abortion-privacy/#block-yui_3_17_2_1_1651771016254_439983
https://www.amsa.org/response-to-us-withdrawal-from-who/
https://reproductiverights.org/trump-world-health-organization-who-withdrawal/
https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/18037324946149939/


SPOTLIGHT ON ABORTION CARE & REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE  
​

Lifting My Voice for Right to Contraception at Virginia State House​
Written by Reyna Han, AMSA Member at VCU School of Medicine Chapter 

 
On January 16, 2025, I had the opportunity to speak in front of the Virginia House of Delegates  
Health and Human Services committee on behalf of the Reproductive Health Access Project in 
support of bill HB1716, the Right to Contraception. This bill seeks to protect an individual’s right to 
obtain and use contraceptives under Virginia state law. After learning about the opportunity to 
speak in support of the bill that morning, I was hesitant at first as this is unlike anything I had done 
before. However, when the committee chair called for supporting comments, I realized that this was 
an opportunity to use my unique position of privilege as a medical student to help amplify the voices 
of many that do not get the opportunity to express their opinions READ MORE  
 

RESOURCES & WAYS TO GET INVOLVED 

​
AMSA & REPRO HEALTH PROJECT EVENTS & RESOURCES 

 
●​ Scholarships for Research Poster Presenters - Apply by Feb 15!  ​

Join Us at the 75th Annual AMSA Convention - April 17-19 in DC! - Learn More - Link​
 

●​ Scholarships for Summer 2025 AMSA Abortion Care & Reproductive Justice Institutes ​
4 Summer Session Options - Seats Limited –  Apply HERE Today! ​
 

●​ Apply Today! AMSA National Leadership Application for 2025-2026 - OPEN NOW! 
 

●​ M3 Leadership Opportunities with AMSA Repro & HEART-IM - Apply Here Today!  
We are seeking 4 dynamic M3s to join the AMSA HEART-IM/RJ Planning Team ​
Applications accepted on a rolling basis. Questions -  contact Jeff Koetje (jkoetje@amsa.org)​
 

●​ Clinical Skills Workshops, Advocacy Training for AMSA Chapters - Link​
 

●​ Deadline Extended for Winter 2025 AMSA Scholars Programs - Link​
 

●​ AMSA Repro eNews - Sign-up Today! 
○​ Read Current Issue - Link 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

●​ Feb 4 Online @ 5:30-6:30pmE - History of Planned Parenthood and Racial Justice, Part 1 - 
Link 
 

●​ Feb 5 Online @ 12pm-1:15pmE - A Call for Healthy Skepticism to Improve Critical Thinking 
about Health Care, Georgetown Univ HAPI Seminar - Link 
 

●​ Mar 5 @ 12pmE Online - Emerging Scholars in Family Planning Info Webinar, Society of 
Family Planning - Link 

 

https://www.amsa.org/lifting-my-voice-for-right-to-contraception-at-virginia-state-house/
https://fp4change.org/
https://www.amsa.org/learn/reproductive-health-project/
https://forms.gle/cCTgC2nkqRcJPUebA
https://www.amsa.org/role/ntl-ldr-opps/
https://forms.gle/u2ieZZdY6vBqdTXA7
mailto:jkoetje@amsa.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeF4nlNlOlKoqGNyeiO14FCf3HEtlykDkvXk2BoVOYtK7G0JA/viewform
https://www.amsa.org/scholars-programs/
https://go.amsa.org/repro?_ga=2.228392989.1662230807.1704727877-1794275424.1703343589
https://www.amsa.org/learn/reproductive-health-project/repro-enews-archive/
https://www.weareplannedparenthood.org/a/history-planned-parenthood-and-racial-justice-part-1
https://georgetown.zoom.us/meeting/register/yKQm9iaeR2OnzHusLEbHng#/registration
https://societyfp.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db2a89650c8ad5c0c7032059b&id=c6fc4447d5&e=43f3d1f483


 
 

RECENT THOUGHT-PROVOKING FREE RECORDINGS  
 

●​ Advancing Health Equity Effectively with the Social Needs Investment Lab, Health 
Begins - Link 
 

●​ Why America Is Mad As Hell About Health Care, Lever Time Podcast - Link 
 

●​ The Evolving Role of Fatherhood, Scholars Strategy Network - Link  
○​ Deeper Dive - Fatherhood: Supporting Healthy, Resilient, and Thriving Family 

Ecosystems - Link 
 
 
 

ABORTION NEWS & RESEARCH  
 

RESEARCH 
 

●​ Changes in Support for Advance Provision and Over-the-Counter Access to Medication 
Abortion, JAMA Network - Link 
 

●​ Providing Interstate Telehealth Abortion Services to Patients in Restrictive States, 
NEJM - Link 
 

●​ State Policy Trends 2024: Anti-Abortion Policymakers Redouble Attacks on Bodily 
Autonomy, Guttmacher Institute Policy Analysis - Link 

 
 
NEWS ​
 

●​ Stricter abortion laws may cause increased infant deaths − 2 maternal and child 
health researchers explain the data, The Conversation - Link 
 

●​ Governmental restrictions on abortion lead to other human rights abuses, study finds, 
KU News - Link 
 

●​ The March for Life Exposed Abortion Foes’ Biggest Weakness, Slate - Link 
 

●​ Activists whose videos accused Planned Parenthood of selling fetal remains plead to 
felony, Cal Matters - Link 
 

●​ The High Costs of Abortion Bans, ACLU - Link 
 

●​ The population exodus from antiabortion states is underway and may be picking up 
steam, Los Angeles Times - Link 
 

●​ Watch 'The Pitt's Two Lead Docs Get in Heated Abortion Debate in Exclusive Sneak 
Peek, Parade - Link 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WB_KGa1lqA
https://www.levernews.com/why-america-is-mad-as-hell-about-health-care/
https://scholars.org/podcast/evolving-role-fatherhood
https://scholars.org/contribution/fatherhood-supporting-healthy-resilient-and
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2829270
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2414283
https://www.guttmacher.org/2024/12/state-policy-trends-2024-anti-abortion-policymakers-redouble-attacks-bodily-autonomy
https://theconversation.com/stricter-abortion-laws-may-cause-increased-infant-deaths-2-maternal-and-child-health-researchers-explain-the-data-243881
https://news.ku.edu/news/article/governmental-restrictions-on-abortion-lead-to-other-human-rights-abuses-study-finds
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2025/01/trump-march-for-life-abortion-weakness.html
https://calmatters.org/health/2025/01/david-daleiden-planned-parenthood-videos/
https://www.aclu.org/news/reproductive-freedom/the-high-costs-of-abortion-bans
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2025-01-29/column-the-population-exodus-from-antiabortion-states-is-underway-and-may-be-picking-up-steam
https://parade.com/tv/the-pitt-episode-5-sneak-peek-robby-collins-abortion-exclusive


●​ Planning for the Worst in Trump’s Next Term: Prepare, Don’t Panic, and Don’t Comply 
in Advance - Amy Hagstrom Miller championed abortion rights in Texas, and she’s ready for 
the next fight. Mother Jones - Link 
 

●​ Access to abortion medication could be in jeopardy, RFK Jr. testimony suggests: It 
marks one of Kennedy’s clearest public statements on abortion since being nominated to 
lead the nation’s health department. The 19th - Link 

○​ Deeper Dives: 
Trump administration urged to reverse abortion pill policies, Axios - Link 
‘Using the devil’s own tools against them': Abortion opponents turn to 
environmental laws: Several states are trying to curtail abortion medication by 
claiming mifepristone could contaminate drinking water. Politico - Link 

 
●​ Trump's federal health website scrubs 'abortion' search results, NPR - Link 

○​ Deeper Dive: ReproductiveRights.Gov Vanished, So We Brought It Back, the Skimm' - 
Link 

 
●​ Trump’s Executive Order on Gender Includes an Attack on Abortion Rights, TIME - Link 

○​ Deeper Dive: “Dystopian”: Trump Issues New Order to Stamp Out Trans Youth 
Healthcare, Mother Jones - Link 

 
●​ Trump reinstates the ‘global gag rule’ on abortion, The 19th - Link 

○​ Deeper Dives:​
Trump orders ban foreign aid, rescind federal funds guidance for abortion: The 
executive orders follow directives from Project 2025, Colorado Newsline - Link​
Maine’s congressional delegation pushes to repeal anti-abortion pact 
reinstated by Trump, Maine Morning Star - Link 

 
 
 

STATE ABORTION NEWS 
 

●​ California Attorney General Bonta Issues Statement on Trump Administration’s 
Anti-Abortion Actions - Link 
 

●​ [CA] State Responds to St. Joseph Health’s Attempt to Get Emergency Abortion Lawsuit 
Dismissed, Lost Coast Outpost - Link 
 

●​ [IN] Braun signs executive orders on abortion records, health care costs, Indiana Capital 
Chronicle - Link 
 

●​ [LA] Letters: It's up to legislators to clarify La. abortion law, TP-NOLA.com - Link 
 

●​ Michigan priest defrocked after making apparent Nazi salute at anti-abortion summit, 
The Guardian - Link 
 

●​ [MO] House takes first steps toward putting abortion limits on ballot, The Missourian - 
Link 
 

●​ [MO] How the fight over 2 major voter-approved ballot measures is playing out in 
Missouri, PBS NewsHour - Link 

 

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/01/she-championed-abortion-rights-in-texas-and-amy-hagstrom-miller-is-ready-for-the-next-fight/
https://19thnews.org/2025/01/rfk-jr-confirmation-hearing-health-abortion-medication/
https://www.axios.com/2025/01/27/trump-abortion-pill-policies
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/01/30/abortion-opponents-environmental-laws-00201423
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/01/21/nx-s1-5269875/trump-abortion-hhs-reproductive-rights
https://www.theskimm.com/news/reproductive-rights-gov
https://time.com/7210539/trumps-executive-order-gender-abortion-rights/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/01/donald-trump-new-executive-order-gender-affirming-care-trans-youth-children-teenagers
https://19thnews.org/2025/01/trump-reinstates-the-global-gag-rule-on-abortion/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/01/28/trump-ban-foreign-aid-federal-funds-abortion/
https://mainemorningstar.com/2025/01/30/maines-congressional-delegation-pushes-to-repeal-an-anti-abortion-pact-reinstated-by-trump/
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/california-attorney-general-bonta-issues-statement-trump-administration%E2%80%99s-anti
https://lostcoastoutpost.com/2025/jan/30/state-responds-st-joseph-healths-attempt-get-emerg/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2025/01/22/braun-signs-executive-orders-on-abortion-records-health-care-costs/
https://www.nola.com/opinions/letters/letters-la-abortion-law/article_43e503a0-de45-11ef-b76e-1f711ad93314.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/30/michigan-priest-salute
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/news/state_news/house-takes-first-steps-toward-putting-abortion-limits-on-ballot/article_57c1e142-df38-11ef-bb9b-53645931c1c3.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/how-the-battles-over-abortion-minimum-wage-are-playing-out-in-missouri


 
●​ [MS] House on track to, again, pass ballot initiative that would prevent voters deciding 

abortion issues, Mississippi Today - Link 
 

●​ [NH] Republican lawmaker pulls 15-week abortion ban proposal, New Hampshire 
Bulletin - Link 

○​ Deeper Dive: Why obstetricians find the term ‘elective’ highly misleading in bills 
limiting abortion access - Link 

 
●​ [TX] Dozens of minors – including children under 11 – left Texas for abortions in 2023: 

Texas’ abortion ban does not include exceptions for rape or incest, Texas Standard - 
Link 
 

●​ Texas' abortion ban, among the strictest in the U.S., could get even stricter, Dallas 
Morning News - Link 
 

●​ [WA] An alternative: abortion pill expansion in Washington, The Daily - Link 
 

●​ [WI] Conservative Wisconsin Supreme Court Candidate Says There’s No Right to 
Abortion, Truthout - Link 
 

●​ [WY] House Passes Bill Requiring Ultrasounds For Women To Get Abortion Pills, Cowboy 
State Daily - Link 

 

Explore the AMSA Reproductive Health Project ​
Find news, tips, tools, opportunities  & more!​

Sign-up Here for AMSA Repro Project Updates 
 
​
In solidarity & with AMSA love,  
Jeff, Aliye, Joy, Araam & Becky 
 
​
Know Your Rights - ReproductiveRightsDotGov.com - link 
Please send your comments and suggestions to rhp@amsa.org  
Join Us! April 17-19, 2025 in Washington DC at FP4Change2025 

 

https://mississippitoday.org/2025/01/30/house-on-track-to-again-pass-ballot-initiative-that-would-prevent-voters-deciding-abortion-issues/
https://newhampshirebulletin.com/briefs/republican-lawmaker-pulls-15-week-abortion-ban-proposal/
https://newhampshirebulletin.com/2025/01/30/why-obstetricians-find-the-term-elective-highly-misleading-in-bills-limiting-abortion-access/
https://www.texasstandard.org/stories/texas-abortion-ban-teens-children-travel-out-state/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/2025/01/28/texas-abortion-ban-is-one-of-uss-strictest-it-could-soon-get-even-stricter/
https://www.dailyuw.com/opinion/an-alternative-abortion-pill-expansion-in-washington/article_a0d74e2a-decb-11ef-a8a7-cbf388a5d13c.html
https://truthout.org/articles/conservative-wisconsin-supreme-court-candidate-says-theres-no-right-to-abortion/
https://cowboystatedaily.com/2025/01/30/house-passes-bill-requiring-ultrasounds-for-women-to-get-abortion-pills/
https://www.amsa.org/learn/reproductive-health-project/
https://go.amsa.org/repro?_ga=2.229290524.1495642448.1667338823-1661941245.1667338823
https://www.theskimm.com/news/reproductive-rights-gov
mailto:rhp@amsa.org
https://fp4change.org/

