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Background: On January 20, President Trump signed a refugee ban executive order, suspending the U.S. resettlement 
program indefinitely and grinding refugee admissions to a halt. Within 24-48 hours, the State Department began 
implementing the refugee ban, canceling flights for refugees who were already booked for travel. By January 24, the ten 
national resettlement agencies received a stop work order under the foreign aid pause executive order, directing the 
discontinuation of Reception and Placement (R&P) services for the approx. 40,000 refugees and Afghan allies already 
here in the United States. By January 25, the State Department began canceling Afghan SIVs’ bookings, set to be 
resettled by a resettlement agency in the coming weeks. There has been no clarity on an announced waiver for 
“life-saving humanitarian assistance” and funding remains frozen for many key humanitarian accounts. Across the country, 
some resettlement agencies have been forced to cut back on basic services for refugees in their first months after arrival. 
 

TAKING ACTION IN YOUR COMMUNITY: Stand Up & Fight Back! 
 
Engage Your 2 U.S. Senators and 1 U.S. Representative in Congress: This Quick Reference Guide and 
accompanying Refugee Advocacy Toolkit outline how to prepare for and conduct legislative visits with your Members of 
Congress via virtual or in person meetings. You can check out when Congress is “recessed” (in their states and local 
offices) from the 2025 schedule (recess periods are unshaded).  
 
You can also contact your Members of Congress by phone or email through these action alerts from Church World 
Service (and accompanying social media toolkit), HIAS, USCRI, and Refugee Advocacy Lab. This Interfaith Immigration 
Coalition Toolkit has additional guidance for organizing in-district legislative meetings. 
 
Activate Your State & Local Elected Leaders: The Refugee Advocacy Lab is leading a #DefendRefuge Campaign, 
calling on bipartisan elected state and local officials to sign a letter to Secretary of State Rubio and Secretary of Homeland 
Security Noem, affirming their communities want to welcome refugees. Click here to contact your governors and state & 
local elected officials to ask them to sign on to the letter by March 13, 2025. Utilize this social media toolkit to amplify this 
message and get the word out! 
 
You can also contact your state and local elected leaders via email through the Refugee Advocacy Lab and Welcoming 
America’s #UnitedInWelcome Campaign. Share this action alert on social media using this digital toolkit, as well! 
 
State and local governments have important roles to play in supporting refugee-serving organizations and your local 
communities’ capacity to welcome refugees and newcomers. Check out RCUSA’s State and Local Action Toolkit and this 
accompanying policy agenda to explore ways in which your states and localities can be proactive.  
 
Host Local Days of Action, Vigils, and Press Conferences: You can join We Are All America from February 17-24, 
2025 in Together We Rise, a national week of action to mobilize communities, advocates, grassroots organizations, and 
faith leaders. Click here to find or organize an event near you!  
 
You can also join the Interfaith Immigration Coalition’s Week of Action on March 11, 2025: RSVP here by March 4th to 
attend. The Interfaith Immigration Coalition Toolkit also details how to organize your own faith vigil, public witness event, 
or press conference, drawing from this recent action outside the White House.  
 
Document Community Support for Refugees and Newcomers: Sign on letters from diverse sectors and partners are 
helpful ways to demonstrate support for refugees in your local community. Faith communities, community organizations, 
businesses and employers, state/local welcome resolutions, and other stakeholders are important to mobilize. 
 
NEW: We invite state and local chambers of commerce, individual businesses, and trade associations to sign on to 
this letter by March 28, 2025. Given the critical role refugees play in strengthening industries, filling labor shortages, and 
driving economic growth, we need as many business voices as possible to advocate for the resumption of the refugee 
program. Sign on form is here. Check out this template for reaching out to businesses. 
 

Short link to this document: https://tinyurl.com/RCUSAActionToolkit  
 

For more resources from Refugee Council USA, RCUSA members, and trusted partners, please visit: 
https://rcusa.org/policy-center/  

RCUSA is a diverse coalition advocating for just and humane laws and policies, and the promotion of dialogue and communication among government, civil society, and those 
who need protection and welcome. This statement does not necessarily reflect the views of each individual RCUSA member organization. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/reevaluating-and-realigning-united-states-foreign-aid/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/flights-halted-afghans-approved-special-us-visas-advocate-official-say-2025-01-25/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/02/08/world/usaid-humanitarian-assistance-aid-freeze-intl-latam/index.html
https://bit.ly/QuickReferenceGuideJanuary2025
https://bit.ly/RCUSAToolkitJanuary2025
https://rollcall.com/congressional-calendar/
https://cwsglobal.org/action-alerts/take-action-tell-congress-and-the-state-department-to-resume-life-saving-funds-for-refugees-and-end-stop-work-orders/
https://cwsglobal.org/action-alerts/take-action-tell-congress-and-the-state-department-to-resume-life-saving-funds-for-refugees-and-end-stop-work-orders/
https://tinyurl.com/5dn54hu5
https://act.hias.org/page/78814/action/1?_gl=1*xr9m3c*_gcl_au*MTYxMjM2MDE2NC4xNzM4ODY3NTY1*_ga*MTA5MzUxMTc1Ny4xNzM4ODY3NTY2*_ga_6Q0BQPF21C*MTczODg2NzU2NS4xLjAuMTczODg2NzU2NS42MC4wLjA.
https://refugees.org/stand-up-for-refugees-today-support-the-u-s-refugee-admissions-program/
http://bit.ly/UnitedInWelcome
http://bit.ly/FaithActionDefendRefuge
http://bit.ly/FaithActionDefendRefuge
https://refugeerights.quorum.us/campaign/109353/?mkt_tok=NTcwLVZQRC05MjUAAAGYlIa-tbHDFaVgWE154q6BKJBxT5lRgDdCMcmI6QRocj9mqMIJeDMnphAUTLFvnUgsLwtY_FYe9xGB1FVQp7IyCJ6G8HoV5S78TSL-iRod
https://defendrefuge.org/elected-officials-sign-letter/
https://defendrefuge.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MLBo_HCz5sYj6RoWlr8KDdTaltdarDQSTYVB-r4xbP8/edit?mkt_tok=NTcwLVZQRC05MjUAAAGYlIa-tX08jhJWyGHRm6kM7mZMj5gG40fRrfiU3weElqKL4S4DfOEqwTmtks8ExAjN4WIqBcsqfyo9p99Ir7KzT8UFpoIF58NpK5601i9u&tab=t.0
http://bit.ly/UnitedInWelcome
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hCwkhasWL2N5HS2_GegVfJ4nwZiFSEoroJZlVNUcYvE/edit
https://tinyurl.com/RCUSAStateLocalToolkit
https://tinyurl.com/RCUSAStateLocal2025
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mLdePz7QsBeCqP159pemAKznGB2Oz9rU/edit#heading=h.qmm38ci9wruv
https://forms.gle/Rf5UbqorRt872sUC7
http://bit.ly/FaithActionDefendRefuge
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VDcrWE4ZQ_iW2dEpgregDz0MnFFlBhSA6ecxziuS4Z4/edit?usp=sharing
http://bit.ly/prfaithrefugeeFeb25
https://rcusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/National-State-Local-Organizational-Sign-On-Letter-re_-Refugee-Humanitarian-Protections.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eeXVVqCxh-pdPU07Dv_HVQ0lzaVRDaPX-QhkwNR_zzk/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bvW4Waf4WhZAXHniuoO5vOt45OZn1yoPn7_7loA7raU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEMt4Lp96pLJ0qAZjDKu_eZWmXAZTW_FTNQIBW24z5ox4ljA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1smU7p1_6xZ904LzqoFIB3SEcSGL7h9p2x5W_nnwPLpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEMt4Lp96pLJ0qAZjDKu_eZWmXAZTW_FTNQIBW24z5ox4ljA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12rYMTNM2qVhzTMts0mUbdSO7FkwvSH3BNSUBH2bZwEg/edit?usp=sharing
https://tinyurl.com/RCUSAActionToolkit
https://rcusa.org/policy-center/

