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WELCOME!

The purpose of this guide is to help
students wishing to study at ISIA Firenze.
If you are interested in Design, Product
Design and Communication Design, you
can come to Florence as an ERASMUS
student.

In this guide you will find a general
description about our institution, its
academic offer and headquarter, some
practical tips before leaving your own
country, information concerning your living
in Florence, accommodation, transports
and other information.

You will also find an overview about the
nomination and application procedure.
Remember that in order to be accepted as
an exchange student at ISIA, you need to
be a student at one of our partner
institutions and nominated for exchange
studies by your home institution.

We look forward to welcoming you at ISIA
Firenze!

Student Office
segreteria@isiadesign. fi.it
+39 055 700 301
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/1 1SIA Florence

1.1 About

ISIA of Florence - Higher Institute for Artistic Industries - is a state institution of the Ministry of
University and Research, active for 50 years, which deals with education, research and
experimentation in the design field. It offers an education of | and Il cycle: a Bachelor degree in
Design and a two-year Master program in Product Design or Communication Design.

Itis included in the AFAM - Higher Education of Art, Music and Dance.

The ISIA model is characterized by a limited number of students, selected through an admission test,
and a teaching staff composed by professionals who transmit their skills in a multi-disciplinary
approach. Attendance is mandatory.

The curricular lessons are supported also by conferences and workshops held by important
personalities from the world of culture and design.

Lessons are based on an experimental teaching model, oriented to research, technological and formal
innovation, and practical workshop experience.

ISIA has many collaborations with international companies and educational institutions of the same
level. The Institute takes part in the Erasmus+ program and has activated a series of agreements with
schools and universities in Europe and outside Europe.

ISIA is experienced by students and teachers as a sort of atelier, a cultural laboratory, strictly
connected to local and international production companies, a place where to stimulate an increasing
awareness about social and ethical issues, that are central themes for every designer.

ISIA’s students have a high level of technical expertise, extensive exibility and the attitude to
cross-thinking. They are aware of the responsibility and the importance of their role in building the

future development, production, distribution and sale of goods models.

1.2 Why to Study at ISIA

ISIA of Florence in numbers

The ISIAs were the first specialized design Courses, formed by 25 students, facilitate
institutions of the Ministry of University the acquisition and exchange
and Research and they are still recognized of knowledge and skills, facilitate

as the most important training insitutions a direct dialogue with teachers and with
ears of experience P 9
Y R in this field. students per course  cjgssmates, also thanks to group projects.

Thg i’,’ stitution offer afirst and second Teachers are professionals and designers,
+ training level: a three-year undergraduate who give the students the skills they
in Design (Bachelor) and a two-year gain each day in their work, in a

specialization in Product Design and in

A ; multidisciplinary and innovative training
Communication Design. teachers

years of study
approach.
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Florence is known as one of the most beautiful cities of art in Italy, so much as to be defined as an
open-air museum. The old town is full of masterpieces and monuments that deserve to be seen at
least once in a lifetime. Florence has been declared a heritage of humanity by UNESCO, because of
its important architectural structures and museums enclosed in the so-called “Quadrilateral Roman”
which goes from Piazza della Repubblica to the splendid sixteenth century Palazzo Pitti.

Although Renaissance culture is very meaningful, Florence is also a modern city that gives space to
innovative events that can be of interest also for young designers. The city of Florence organizes
many festivals, that run through various cultural fields: Taste (food), Pitti Immagine (fashion), Mostra
Internazionale dell’Artigianato (craftsmanship), Fabbrica Europa (music and dance), Florence
Biennale (art), F-Light (festival of light). F-Light is a real “Light Festival” that decorates more than ten
historical places of the city, thanks to projections and games of light. ISIA collaborates every year with

this project, so that students can immediately test themselves and work in the field.

Florence is not only a city where you can admire the masterpieces of art, but it is also a lively city
where young people can easily have fun and socialize. Whether it's winter or summer, there are many
neighborhoods where young people gather to have a chat, take a walk or just enjoy a good glass of
local wine. If you are between 16 and 30 years old, for example, Santo Spirito and Santa Croce are
the coolest areas of Florence to make friends from all over the world, so that it is impossible to get
bored, even at night! The old city center is full of little craftsman’s shops, coffee bars, pubs and clubs.
In addition, the city is full of restaurants and places where to eat tasty dishes, both traditional and
international. Finally, Florence is great for its climate. There are plenty of sunny days and you can visit
the most beautiful parks in the city, such as the Boboli Garden or the Horticultural Garden.

1.3.1. Free Time in Florence

Sport

Excursion

Nightlife

Art and Culture
Florence is famous for its
art and museums all over
the world.

In any case there are
also activities less
famous:

e Associazione
Culturale
Firenze Arte

e Societa Delle
Belle Arti
Circolo Degli
Artisti

e Associazione
Culturale
Entr’Arte

e Cinema“La
compagnia”

e CineHall Odeon
(original
language
movie)

For sports lovers, the city of
Florence offers, in addition
to private gyms, CUS which
is

an University sports center.
For students it costs 80€ per
year. The subscription
includes gym, swim and a
lot of courses.

For more info:
https://www.cus.firenze.it/

Free Park in the city:
e Cascine park
e  Giardino Stibbert
e Giardino
dell’Orticultura
e Villa Vogel

In few minutes:
e Fiesole
e Chianti
e Monte Senario
e Part of the famous
trekking path
e “Via degli Dei”

Nearby cities:

e Siena
e Pisa
e Bologna

The florentine nightlife
develops in 4 main quarters:
e Santo Spirito
e San Frediano
e  Sant’/Ambrogio
e Santa Croce
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Villa Strozzi Stables

The institute is located in the city center, inside the building of the ancient stables of Villa Strozzi, in
the heart of one of the most important historical parks of Florence.

Via Pisana, 79 - 50143 Firenze - ITALIA
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1.4 How to get there

Florence is easily accessible by train, bus or plane from the most important places both in Italy and
abroad.

The Florence Vespucci airport, serviced by both national and international airlines, is located 5 km
from the city center. There is a direct connection from the airport to Florence city center by the
tramway line.

The headquarters of ISIA is easily accessible by public transports, both tram (line T1 to “Villa
Costanza ") and public buses (lines number 12 and 6) from the central train station (Santa Maria
Novella - SMN).

Tramvia

From central station:

With the railway tracks behind, exit the right side of the SMN station.

Take Line 1, direction “Villa Costanza” and get off “Paolo Uccello”.

The cadence of the racing is every 5 minutes. The ticket is the same as for the bus.

Once off the tram follow the path: https://goo.gl/lyMJDr9

We are based at the Scuderie of Villa Strozzi: once you arrive up on the hill, in the little square with a
fountain, ISIA is the building on the left which is accessed by two stairs.

For more information about the tramway system: https://www.gestramvia.com/

Bus

From central station:

Bus n. 6 to Ospedale Torregalli, stop “Vanni”

Bus n.12 to Piazzale Michelangelo, stop “Giovanni della Casa”

For more information about the bus system:
https://www.fsbusitalia.it/content/fsbusitalia/it/toscana.html
For more information about the bus price list:

https://www.at-bus.it/it/biglietti-e-abbonamenti/tariffario.html
We suggest to download 2 app on your smartphone: Moovit for urban transport, Trenit for national

train
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IZ Studying at ISIA

2.1 Study Plan

The training offered by the ISIA of Florence is divided into three-year courses at first level and
two-year courses at second level.

In particular, at the moment there is a first level course in Industrial Design and two second level
courses, respectively in Product Design and Communication Design.

Bachelor degree in Design

The course trains professionals that can manage the whole process of the project. A designer able to
control the technological and manufacturing aspects, able to coordinate with other professionals
involved and to deal with all the cultural, social and economic factors that affect the project.

Graduates will have a range of employment possibilities in the field of design and manufacturing of
everyday objects and communications products, within firms, corporations, agencies, research
centers and cultural institutions.

The degree allows enroliment in master courses at the ISIA or other universities, both in Italy and
abroad.

Master degree in Product Design

This course trains highly skilled professionals in the product design field. They have a central role in
connecting sectors, people and skills from different areas.

The master degree in Product Design provides a high level of autonomy for project management and
flexibility to face the complexity of the contemporary.
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Graduates have different skills, from interior design to nautical design, from automotive to household
appliances, from biomedical industry to consumer electronics, from fashion to urban design.
Graduates will have a range of working opportunities in the product design and manufacturing field,
within firms, corporations, agencies, research centers, and cultural institutions. The degree also
allows enrollment in other master or PhD courses at ISIA or other universities, both in Italy and
abroad.

Master Degree in Communication Design

This course trains highly skilled professionals in the communication field. They have a central role in
connecting sectors, people and skills from different areas.

The master degree in Communication Design provides a high level of autonomy for project
management and flexibility to face the complexity of the contemporary. Graduates have different
skills, from branding to product communication, from graphic and publishing communication to web
design, from packaging to audiovisual and multimedia publishing.

Graduates will have a range of working opportunities in the communication design field, within firms,
corporations, agencies, research centers, cultural institutions. The degree also allows enroliment in
other master or PhD courses at ISIA or other universities, both in Italy and abroad.

2.2 Course Catalogue
At the following link you can find ISIA Course Catalogue:

https://www.isiadesign.fi.it/english/international-mobility/course-catalogue/

All the updated catalogs and course programmes, for both Bachelor and Masters degrees, are
available online at the following link:
https://seqgreteria.isia.fi.it/programmi/

On that page, please pay attention to the semester of each course and take in consideration your
semester of stay.

The courses marked as Primo semestre are held in the first semester of the year, and therefore you
can attend them only if you stay with us in the first semester.

Conversely, the courses marked as Secondo semestre are held in the second semester of the year,
and you can attend them only if you stay with us in the second semester.

Courses marked as Primo e secondo semestre are year-long courses, covering both semesters. It
is possible to attend these courses for their full duration only if your mobility covers both semesters. If
you only stay with us for a semester, you can generally follow them for half of their duration but you
will get only half of the credits.

*Not all “elective courses for Master Degree” are activated every year.
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2.3 Academic Calendar

ISIA runs a two-semester system (Winter and Summer semester). Erasmus students can study at
ISIA for one semester or for a full academic year.

The Winter semester usually starts around mid october and the exam period is around mid february.
The Summer semester usually starts around the beginning of march and the exam period is around
mid june.

Incoming students are expected to arrive in Florence about one week before the beginning of lessons,
in order to have the chance to find accommodation.

First Semester Second Semester

(1st semester) (2nd semester)

Start of lessons: 1% half of October Start of lessons: end of Feb./15t week of March
End of exams: 2™ half of February End of exams: 1°'half of July

The academic calendar will be updated at the end of June, at the latest. It will be available online at
the following link: https://www.isiadesign.fi.it/offerta/calendario-e-servizi/calendario-aa-orari/

Students are expected to arrive at least one week before the start of lessons, for orientation meetings
and finding an accommodation.

2.4 Attendance

Attendance of courses is compulsory, and for each course the students must have at least an
attendance ratio of 80% for BA courses (Triennio) and 70% for MA courses (Biennio). In case of
illness, the student must send a certificate to the Secretary in order to have the missing lessons
discounted.

If (because of extra-ordinary changes in the times of a lesson) you have lessons that overlap and you
are forced to miss one of them, you can use this form that allows you to ask to be justified for the
absence in the course you miss.

2.5 ECTS Credit System and Grading System

ECTS is a credit system designed to make it easier for students to move between different countries.
Since they are based on the learning achievements and workload of a course, a student can transfer
their ECTS credits from one university to another so they are added up to contribute to an individual's
degree programme or training.

ECTS helps to make learning more student-centered. It is a central tool in the Bologna Process, which
aims to make national systems more compatible.”

Each assigned CFA corresponds to one ECTS.
All the Institutes with which the ISIA has bilateral agreements adopt the ECTS system.
ISIA, as all Italian Universities, uses a grading system from 18 to 30 cum laude.

GRADE TRANSLATED MEANING

30 very good outstanding performance.
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29
28 good significantly above average performance.
27
26
25 satisfactory performance complies in all respects with the everage requirements.
24
23
22 sufficient the performance corresponds despite its shortcomings the minimum
21 requirements.
20
19
18
<18 failed the performance does not meet the requirements due to significant
deficiencies.
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/3 How to Apply

3.1 Nomination and Application
According to regulations of our Institution, student mobility takes place within the framework of
Bilateral Agreements signed between Universities within the Erasmus+ programme.
If your International Office would be interested in making a new collaboration, we may start the
procedure for evaluating the activation of an Erasmus Bilateral Agreement between our two
institutions.
If our institutions are already partners within the Erasmus+ programme, please first of all ask your
International Relations Coordinator to send us an official nomination.

e Nominations should reach us before the application deadline

e Deadline Winter semester: July 15"; Deadline Summer semester: December 1°

e After receiving the nomination through the coordinators, we will e-mail application instructions

to both the coordinator and the students.

In order to nominate a student, the sending institution must send the following information to
international@isiadesign.fi.it:

Name

Surname

E-mail address

Home university

Design Speciality

After being nominated, in order to apply for a mobility period, the student must submit to
international@isiadesign.fi.it the following documentation:

Application form (scanned pdf or paper document): |link to download

CV in English or Italian (digital pdf or paper document) with declaration Italian fluency level
Letter of motivation in English or Italian (digital pdf or paper document)

Transcript of records (scanned pdf or paper document)

Portfolio (digital pdf or paper document)

All the above documents are accepted in digital format (.pdf). Please note that the application form
and the transcript of records pdf files must be duly signed.
The receiving institution will send its decision within 2 weeks after the application deadline.

3.2 Application Deadlines

Winter Semester Summer Semester
(1%t semester) (2" semester)
Application Deadline Application Deadline
July 31¢t December 15"
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3.3 Language Competences
Lessons are held in Italian.

Language of instruction of all courses: Italian
We require a working level of Italian of B1 in order to be able to properly follow the courses and

recommend attending an Italian course before the mobility in order to attain this proficiency so that
you can have a fruitful and successful mobility.
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/4 Other info

4.1 Visa

The sending and receiving institutions will provide assistance, when required, in securing visas for
incoming and outbound mobile participants, according to the requirements of the Erasmus Charter for
Higher Education.

Information and assistance can be provided by the following contact points and information sources:

Erasmus Coordinator Student Office
Prof. Francesco Bonomi Phone: +39 055700301
international@isiadesign.fi.it segreteria@isiadesign.fi.i

4.2 Health Insurance

The sending and receiving institutions will provide assistance in obtaining health insurance for
incoming and outbound mobile participants, according to the requirements of the Erasmus Charter for
Higher Education. The receiving institution will inform incoming students in case insurance cover is
not automatically provided.

4.3 Accommodation

ISIA does not have any accommodation for students, but we can

provide the login credential to this website for finding an accommodation in Florence:
https://housinganywhere.com

the international student housing platform. On the platform you can search and book rooms offered by
outgoing students, as well as other rooms listed by verified private landlords in our city.

If required, the receiving institution will provide support to incoming students in finding an
accommodation, according to the requirements of the Erasmus Charter for Higher Education.
Some advice about living in Florence can be found in the following guide:

http://www.isiadesign.fi.it/file_media/hitchhikers_guide_to_isia.pdf

Incoming students can look for accommodation also on the following websites:
http://firenze.bakeca.it/annunci/offro-camera/

https://www.idealista.it/cerca/affitto-stanze/firenze-firenze/firenze.

http://www.subito.it/annunci-toscana/affitto/camere-posti-lett o/firenze/
https://www.affitti-studenti.it/

http://www.stanzazoo.com/firenze/offro-camera-affitto
h :/lerasm .com/it/erasmus-firenz

Incoming students can look for an accommodation also on the following facebook
pages/groups:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/FirenzeAffittoStudentil avoratori/?ref=share

] ] . e
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1865436343675373/?ref=share

https://www.facebook.com/groups/annunciaffittifirenze/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/affitti.a.firenze/?ref=share
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Generally, the prices of rooms in students’ apartments are:
from 200 € to 300 € a month, for a twin room (shared bedroom)
from 300 € to 400 € a month, for a single room.

Prices may change according to the accommodation location:
apartments in the city center are more expensive than those in the suburbs (districts like Novoli,
Statuto, Rifredi, Campo di Marte, Gavinana, Galluzzo, Isolotto).

Incoming students can look for accommodation also in a student residence:
https://www.campluscollege.it/residenze-universitarie/firenze/
https://www.thestudenthotel.com/it/firenze-lavagnini

CX Firenze | Campusx studenti universitari | Stanze e camere https://bit.ly/3469Efj

If you arrive in Florence and you have not found a room we suggest you stay for a short term in an
Hostel, in an Airbnb or try with Couchsurfing (https://www.couchsurfing.com/)

4.4 Contacts

The ISIA Erasmus office will be the main contact before the student’s arrival and during the Erasmus
mobility period. The office will help the student for orientation, preparing the study plan, administrative
and didactic issues. Also, it will be the link between the student, the teaching staff and the other
institute offices.

The office is open from Monday to Friday from h.9.00 to h.13.00.

Erasmus Coordinator Erasmus Advisor Student Office

Prof. Francesco Bonomi Mirko Michelacci

international@isiadesign.fi.it international@isiadesign.fi.it segreteria@isiadesign.fi.it
Phone: +39 055 700301 Phone: +39 055 700301 Phone: +39 055 700 301
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