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SCAPIN-16: FREEDOM OF PRESS AND SPEECH 1945/9/10

O<EXRX> (HEIFOFIZH =1 ? = hitps://jahis.law.nagoya-u.ac.jp/scapindb/docs/scapin-16 )

OFFICE OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
10 September 1945

SCAPIN-16

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE IMPERIAL JAPANESE GOVERNMENT.
THROUGH: Central Liaison Office, TOKYO.

FROM: THE SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS.

1. The Japanese Imperial Government will issue the necessary orders
to prevent dissemination of news,
through newspapers, radio broadcasting or other means of publication,

which fails to adhere to the truth or which disturbs public tranquillity.

2. The Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers has decreed that

there shall be an absolute minimum of restrictions upon freedom of speech.
Freedom of discussion of matters affecting the future of Japan is encouraged
by the Allied Powers,

unless such discussion is harmful to the efforts of Japan to emerge from defeat

as a new nation entitled to a place among the peace-loving nations of the world.

3. Subjects which cannot be discussed include
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Allied troop movements which have not been officially released,

false or destructive criticism of the Allied Powers, and rumors.

4. For the time being, radio broadcasts will be primarily of
a news, musical and entertainment nature.
News, commentation and informational broadcasts will be limited to those

originating at Radio Tokyo Studios.

5. The Supreme Commander will suspend any publication or radio station

which publishes information that fails to adhere to the truth or disturbs public tranquillity.

For the SUPREME COMMANDER:
/s/ Harold Fair
/t/ HAROLD FAIR
Lt Col.,A.G.D.,

Asst. Adjutant General
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SCAPIN-51: DISASSOCIATION OF PRESS FROM GOVERNMENT 1945/9/24

O<EXRAI> (H&IEDFITHHT=HD = https://jahis.law.nagoya-u.ac.jp/scapindb/docs/scapin-51)

OFFICE OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
24 September 1945

AG 000.76 (24 Sep 45) Cl (SCAPIN-51)

MEMORANDUM FOR: IMPERIAL JAPANESE GOVERNMENT.
THROUGH: Central Liaison Office, Tokyo.

SUBJECT: Disassociation of Press from Government.

1. In order further to encourage liberal tendencies in Japan

and establish free access to the news sources of the world,

steps will be taken by the Japanese Government forthwith

to eliminate government-created barriers to dissemination of news and

to remove itself from direct or indirect control of newspapers and news agencies.

2. No preferential treatment will be accorded to any news service now existing
or which may be created.
Foreign news services of all nations will be permitted to serve the press of Japan

to the extent that press desires.

3. All communications facilities under government control shall be equally available
to all national and international news agencies

so that distribution of news within the Japanese home islands
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will not be the special privilege of one controlled organization.

4. The government will rescind its prohibition

on reception of incoming wireless telegrams (foreign news)

by any agency except the Ministry of Communications.

Interception by any agency of radio news broadcast by the United Nations as a public service
will be permitted.

The property rights of news transmitted by recognized press services will be observed.

5. The present system of distribution of news within the home islands will be permitted
under strict censorship until such time

as private enterprise creates acceptable substitutes for the present monopoly.

FOR THE SUPREME COMMANDER:
/s/ Harold Fair,
/t/ HAROLD FAIR,
Lt. Colonel,A.G.D.,

Asst. Adjutant General
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SCAPIN-66: FURTHER STEPS TOWARD FREEDOM OF PRESS AND SPEECH 1945/9/27

O<EXRAI> (H&IEDFITHHT=HD = https://jahis.law.nagoya-u.ac.jp/scapindb/docs/scapin-66 )

OFFICE OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
27 September 1945

AG 000.76 (27 Sep 45) CI (SCAPIN-66)

MEMORANDUM FOR: IMPERIAL JAPANESE GOVERNMENT
THROUGH: Central Liaison Office, Tokyo.

SUBJECT: Further Steps toward Freedom of Press and Speech

1. The Japanese Government forthwith will render inoperative the procedures
for enforcement of peace-time and war-time restrictions

on freedom of the press and freedom of communications.

2. Only such restrictions as are specifically approved by the Supreme Commander
will be permitted in censorship of

newspapers and other publications,

wireless and trans-oceanic telephone, cable, internal telephone

and telegraph, mail, motion pictures

or any other form of the written or spoken word.
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3. Pending repeal of laws imposing restrictions
which have given the government complete control of all channels of expression of public opinion, their
enforcement

shall be suspended.

4. No punitive action shall be taken by the Japanese government

against any newspaper or its publisher or employees

for whatever policy or opinion it may express,

unless ordered by the Supreme Commander

on the basis of publication of false news or reports disturbing public tranquility.
The power of the government

to revoke permission to publish,

to arrest without prior approval of the Supreme Commander,

to impose fines on publications and

to curtail paper supplies as a punishment for editorial comment

shall not be exercised.

5. Compulsory organizations of publishers and writers will be discontinued and

voluntary organization will be encouraged.

6. No press bans will be issued by any government agency and
no pressure, direct or indirect, will be exerted on any medium to compel it

to conform to any editorial policy not its own.

7. Steps shall be taken to repeal such parts of existing peace-time and war-time laws
as are inconsistent with the Supreme Commander's directives
of 10 September 1945 relating to dissemination of news, and

of 24 September 1945 relating to disassociation of press from government;



subject laws including:

a. Shimbunshi-Ho

b. Kokka Sodoin-Ho

c. Shimbunshi-To-Keizai-Seigenrei

d. Shimbun-Jigyo-Rei

e. Genron, Shuppan, Shukai, Kessha Rinji Torishimari-Ho
f. Genron, Shuppan, Shukai, Kessha To Rinji Torishimari-Ho Shiko Kisoku
g. Seniji Keiji Tokubetsu-Ho

h. Kokubo Hoan-Ho

i. Gunki Hogo Ho

j. Fuon Bunsho Torishimari-Ho

k. Gunyo Shigen Himitsu Hogo Ho

I. Juyo Sangyo Dantai Rei Oyobi Juyo Sangyo Dantai Rei Shiko Kisoku

8. A report will be submitted to the Supreme Commander
on the first and the sixteenth day of each month
describing in detail the progressive steps taken by the Japanese government

to comply with this order and the orders of 10 September and 24 September.

FOR THE SUPREME COMMANDER:
/s/ Harold Fair,
/tf HAROLD FAIR,
Lt. Colonel,A.G.D.,

Asst. Adjutant General
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SCAPIN-548: ABOLITION OF CERTAIN POLITICAL PARTIES, ASSOCIATIONS, SOCIETIES

AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 1946/01/04
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS

SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS

AG 091 (4 Jan 46) GS APO 500

(SCAPIN-548) 4 January 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR:IMPERIAL JAPANESE GOVERNMENT.
THROUGH: Central Liaison Office, Tokyo.

Subject: Abolition of Certain Political Parties, Associations, Societies and Other Organizations.

1. You will prohibit the formation of any political party, association, society or other organization and any activity
on the part of any of them or of any individual or group whose purpose, or the effect of whose activity, is the
following.

a. Resistance or opposition to the Occupation Forces or to orders issued by the Japanese Government in
response to directives of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, or,

b. Support or justification of aggressive Japanese military action abroad, or;
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c. Arrogation by Japan of leadership of other Asiatic, Indonesian or Malayan peoples, or;

d. Exclusion of foreign persons in Japan from trade, commerce or the exercise of their professions, or;

e. Opposition to a free cultural or intellectual exchange between Japan and foreign countries, or;

f. Affording military or quasi-military training, or providing benefits, greater than similar civilian benefits, or special
representation for persons formerly members of the Army or Navy, or perpetuation of militarism or a martial spirit
in Japan, or;

g. Alteration of policy by assassination or other terroristic programs, or encouragement or justification of a

tradition favoring such methods.

2. List of organizations, some or all of whose purposes are prescribed under the provisions of paragraph 1
above is given in Appendix A to this Memorandum. This list will not be regarded as inclusive The organizations
listed in that appendix and other organizations, whose purposes or activities are those above mentioned or
similar to them, will be immediately dissolved, together with any organizations which they control or with which

they are affiliated.

3. a. You will take such action immediately as may be required to prevent all transactions involving property
owned or controlled, directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, by any organization dissolved or to be dissolved in
accord with this Memorandum or of the type enumerated in paragraph 1 hereof. All such property, including all
books, files and records of such organizations, will be seized and held in your custody. You will obtain complete
records of all such property and will keep them available for inspection as public records, Officials receiving such
records will be held personally responsible for their safe keeping and use in accord with this Memorandum. Any
such property which is capable of use for the production of food, shelter or other necessities of life will be
exploited as promptly as possible for those purposes.

b. You will promptly obtain and submit to this Headquarters the name and address and the position held by each
person who has, at any time since 7, July 1937, served as an officer of any organization dissolved in accord with
this Memorandum. Such information will also be kept available as a public record. Complete membership lists

will also be furnished.
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4. You will enact appropriate laws or ordinances to carry out the terms of this Memorandum and to prevent

further activities contrary to its terms.

5. Until further order of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, any organization shall be deemed,
regardless of its declared purposes, to further purposes or activities contrary to the terms of this memorandum if:
a. Any of its principal officers were (i) members of organizations abolished in accord with this order, or (ii) former
commissioned officers of the Imperial Japanese Regular Army or Navy or the Special Volunteer Reserve, who
have been on active duty since 1 January 1930, or (iii) any person who has served in or with the military police
(Kempei-Tai) or Naval Police, the TOKUMU KIKAN, KAIGUN TOKUMU BU, or other special or secret
intelligence or military or naval police organizations.

b. Its membsrship includes more than twenty-five percent of persons who were formerly members of an

organization or organizations abolished or prohibited in pursuance of this Memorandum.

6. You will forbid the formation or activity of any party, society, organization, association or group whose purpose
or activity consists of:

a. Proposing or supporting candidates for public office.

b. Influencing the policy of Government, or

c. The discussion of the relations between Japan and foreign powers, unless it shall first have filed a declaration
of (a) its name, (b) its purposes, (c) the address of its principal offices, (d) the names and addresses of its
officers together with a statement as to their military or police service and the names of any associations,
societies or parties of which they are or have been members, (e) the names and addresses of substantial
financial supporters and the amounts of their respective contributions, (f) a roster of the names and addresses of
its membership in the office of the mayor of the town or city in which it has or intends to have its principal office.
Such declarations will be kept up to date as changes in purposes and membership occur. Declarations with
regard to changes of membership and substantial contributions will be made as required by the Supreme
Commander; reports of changes in officers or purposes will be made immediately. You will direct that the mayor
of any town or city receiving such a declaration or any change forward two copies to an appropriate office of the

Imperial Japanese Government in Tokyo. Both the original and one of the copies of such declarations will be
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kept available for public inspection at all times during ordinary business hours. No fees will be charged in
connection with any of the foregoing and thh procedure fixed for filing such declarations shall be such as to
make compliance with these directions as simple and easy as possible.

The provisions of this paragraph which require the filing of a roster of the names and addresses of members will
not apply to groups or other organizations of workers or employees who meet for the purpose of the discussion
of questions relating to wages, hours and working conditions or the choice of persons to represent them in

negotiation with their employers in connection with such questions.

7. The purpose of the provisions of paragraph 6 of this Memorandum is to secure public knowledge of the
character of political organizations in Japan and to prevent the formation of secret, militaristic, ultra-nationalistic
and anti-democratic societies and organizations. It shall not be interpreted nor shall it be applied in a manner
which interferes with freedom of assemble, speech or religion except with respect to the purposes and activities

specifically mentioned herein.

8. You will present your program for the execution of the directions of this Memorandum, together with any laws,
ordinances or orders to be issued in accord with it, for the approval of the Supreme Commander for the Allied
Powers. Any laws or ordinances which you will enact in compliance with this Memorandum will provide that upon

such approval they will be effective from the date of this Memorandum, regardless of the date of their enactment.

FOR THE SUPREME COMMANDER:
H.W.Allen
Colonel,A.G.D.

Asst Adjutant General

APPENDIX A

List of Organizations to be Abolished referred to in Paragraph 2 of the Memorandum to the Imperial Japanese

Government AG 091 (4 Jan 46) GS.
15



Note: This list does not include all of the organizations which are to be dissolved in accord with the directions of

the above Memorandum.

1.

9.

10

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

DAI NIPPON ISSHIN-KAI (Great Japan Renovation Society)

. DAI NIPPON KOA RENMEI (Great Japan Rising Asia Alliance) and all its affiliated organizations.
. DAI NIPPON SEISANTO (Great Japan Production Party)

. DAI NIPPON SEKISEI-KAI (Greater Japan True-hearted Society)
. DAI TOA KYOKAI (Greater East Asia Association)

. DAITO JUKU (Eastern Academy)

. GENRON HOKOKU KAl (Literary Patriotic Society)

. GENYOSHA (Dark Ocean Society)

JIKYOKU KAIGI KAI (Current Affairs Discussion Society)

. KAKUMEI-SO (The House of the Cry of the Crane)

KENKOKU-KAI (National Foundation Society)

KINKEI GAKUIN (Golden Pheasant Institute)

KOKURYUKAI (Black Dragon Society)

KOKUSAI HANKYO RENMEI (Anti-Communist League)

KOKUSAI SEIKEI GAKKAI (International Political Economic Society)
KOKUSUI TAISHUTO (Ultranationalist Party)

KOKUTAI YOGO RENGO KAI (Notional State Protection League)
MEIRIN-KAI (Higher Ethics Society)

MIZUHO CLUB (Mizuho-archaic poetic term for Japan, literally “French Rice Plant”)
SONJO DOSHIKAI (Loyalist Comrades Society)

. TAIKA KAI (Great Change Society)

TENKOKAI (Heavenly Action Society)

TOA RENMEI (East Asia League)

TOHO DOSHIKAI (Far Eastern Comrades Association)

TOHO KAl (Eastern Society)

YAMATO MUSUBI HONSHA (Yamato Solidarity Headquarters) or (Japanese Knot)
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27. ZEN NIPPON SEINEN KURABU (All Japan Young Men’s Club)
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https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%98%8E%E5%80%AB%E4%BC%9A
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https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%A4%A7%E5%8C%96%E4%BC%9A
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Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers Directives to the Japanese Government (SCAPINSs)

= https://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/occupation/jp/SCA-1.html

| https://bit.lv/3wkAPhs
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