
Immigrant presentation 
 
Seneca Passage 1 (De Consolatione ad Helviam, 6.2-3) 
Look, I pray you, on these vast crowds, for whom all the countless roofs of Rome can 
scarcely find shelter: the greater part of those crowds have lost their native land: they 
have flocked hither from their country towns and colonies, and in fine from all parts of 
the world. Some have been brought by ambition, some by the exigencies of public 
office, some by being entrusted with embassies, some by luxury which seeks a 
convenient spot, rich in vices, for its exercise, some by their wish for a liberal education, 
others by a wish to see the public shows. Some have been led hither by friendship, 
some by industry, which finds here a wide field for the display of its powers. Some have 
brought their beauty for sale, some their eloquence: people of every kind assemble 
themselves together in Rome, which sets a high price both upon virtues and vices. 
 
 
Seneca Passage 2 (De Consolatione ad Helviam, 7.1) 
Come now, turn from divine to human affairs: you will see that whole tribes and nations 
have changed their abodes. What is the meaning of Greek cities in the midst of 
barbarous districts? or of the Macedonian language existing among the Indians and the 
Persians? Scythia and all that region which swarms with wild and uncivilized tribes 
boasts nevertheless Achaean cities along the shores of the Black Sea. Neither the 
rigours of eternal winter, nor the character of men as savage as their climate, has 
prevented people migrating thither. There is a mass of Athenians in Asia Minor. Miletus 
has sent out into various parts of the world citizens enough to populate seventy-five 
cities. That whole coast of Italy which is washed by the Lower Sea is a part of what once 
was "Greater Greece." Asia claims the Tuscans as her own: there are Tyrians living in 
Africa, Carthaginians in Spain; Greeks have pushed in among the Gauls, and Gauls 
among the Greeks. The Pyrenees have proved no barrier to the Germans: human 
caprice makes its way through pathless and unknown regions: men drag along with 
them their children, their wives, and their aged and worn-out parents. Some have been 
tossed hither and thither by long wanderings, until they have become too wearied to 
choose an abode, but have settled in whatever place was nearest to them: others have 
made themselves masters of foreign countries by force of arms: some nations while 
making for parts unknown have been swallowed up by the sea: some have established 
themselves in the place in which they were originally stranded by utter destitution. Nor 
have all men had the same reasons for leaving their country and for seeking for a new 
one: some have escaped from their cities when destroyed by hostile armies, and 
having lost their own lands have been thrust upon those of others: some have been 
cast out by domestic quarrels: some have been driven forth in consequence of an 
excess of population, in order to relieve the pressure at home: some have been forced 
to leave by pestilence, or frequent earthquakes, or some unbearable defects of a 
barren soil: some have been seduced by the fame of a fertile and over-praised clime.  
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