Toki no Uta (B @) £F) Details

Introduction
Toki no Uta is a Nakige Visual Novel announced in 2004 by Studio Mebius, intended to be
their next plot-focused style following SNOW'’s release in 2003. As opposed to SNOW'’s
Winter setting (inspired by Key’s Kanon), Toki no Uta has a Summer setting (inspired by
Key’s Air). Despite never being officially cancelled there has been no mention of it since
2005, so presumably development was stopped somewhere around then. This document
contains all of the currently known information released around 2004/5.

Colorful Puregirl January 2004 Issue
The January 2004 edition of Colorful Puregirl is where Toki no Uta was announced and most

of the known details on it were revealed. The front cover was an illustration containing Toki
no Uta’s main heroine (t£i&&F &, Nanami Shion), along with Meiko from SNOW/Tomodachi
ljou Koibito Miman, and Studio Mebius’s mascot character. Inside it contained a double page
spread with Toki no Uta’s plot details, which have been scanned by @GalGamelLover and
translated by @meloncOla (the name readings were later found, but in this translation they
were only guesses). Finally there was a page with concept art, the majority of which was
repeated from the double page spread, but there was one new piece of Shion. | do own a
copy of this magazine, feel free to DM if you want more details on it/anything here.
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Rough concept of Chiyo. She has
a petite but so-called transistor
glamour physique (small but
well-preportioned). Her good
style is more of a problem for her
as an athlete,

A cheerful and energetic girl who
belongs to the track and field club
and enjoys running and cycling. She
seems to have a suspicious side and
often talks in the shadows to a cat
she carries with her.

Not quite a
heroine, but the
protagonist's
mother. She's a
genius inventor
with a considerable
number of patents

e i figations fup | The daughter of an artistic family, she is
— i said to have a passion for painting the
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Nanami Shion Concept Art
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Comptiq February 2004 Issue

The February 2004 issue of Comptiq was the first issue of Comptiq to feature Toki no Uta
(presumably the January issue was written before it was officially announced). It contains
less plot details than the Colorful Puregirl issue, but has a few interesting pieces of
information.

Firstly it has official name readings for the heroines (the protagonist and his mother don’t
have readings given, though their surname is confirmed as Amagi thanks to Rei), these are:
“Shion Nanami”, “Amagi Rei”, “Chihaya Torikoshi”, “Fuuka Isshiki”, “Touko Mikogami”, “Karin
Hanafusa”. Fuuka/Hanafusa are spelt as Huuka/Hanahusa, but this is just a different

romanization choice.

Secondly it included concept art of Shion, in the same style as the other heroines received,
wearing different clothes to the other release artwork. This is also confirmation that Shion is
the main girl featured on the cover of the Colorful Puregirl issue, as previously it was only
speculation based on the details given.

Finally it details the release structure for Toki no Uta. It was planned to be released in 3
parts, with some of them being free. The first part would focus on the daily lives of the
characters, the second part focusing on romancing the heroines and the mystery of the
mirage, and the third part completely changing from the previous love story, with a surprise
development. We can speculate that the pre-story was the 1st part of the story, probably
released for free as a short introduction to the world/the common route, the 2nd part would
be the main plot with the typical heroine routes/developing the mirage mystery, and the 3rd
part being the equivalent of a true route, probably shorter than the 2nd part.
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Dengeki Hime January 2004 Issue

This is another magazine with Toki no Uta details, it's mostly the same stuff as the previous
two magazines, though has a nice visual for the planned 3 part structure, and also gives the
name reading for the protagonist’s mother, “Amagi Mutsuki”

It does also have an interview that details the exact release plan for Toki no Uta, the plan
was to start introducing characters and setting details on their site from around Spring 2004,
then release Part 1 in the first half of 2004, with Parts 2 & 3 to follow in the latter half of
2004.
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https://imgur.com/a/LiXcWjO

Studio Mebius Website

For a short amount of time Toki no Uta was on Studio Mebius’ site under upcoming software,
but was later removed. The page was very barebones with only a banner and an image of
Shion available, along with the message “We’re working hard on it!” The details planned to
be posted online mentioned in the above Dengeki Hime issue were never posted.

Nanami Shion Art
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https://web.archive.org/web/20040607081547fw_/http:/www.studio-mebius.co.jp/html/soft/soft1.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20040603153925fw_/http:/www.studio-mebius.co.jp/html/soft/soft1c.html

Studio Mebius 2004 Calendar

At Winter Comiket 2003 Studio Mebius sold a desk calendar containing pictures of the
heroines from Studio Mebius’ VNs. The last picture for November-December contained art
by Kobuichi of XA (Amagi Rei). Calendar information available here
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https://www.suruga-ya.jp/kaitori_detail/605801303
https://twitter.com/SnowBusterVN/status/1416064279657209857

Mebinya Fan-Disc Guidebook

This is a book containing guides for all of the VNs included in the Mebinya fan-disc, along
with a few pages of rough artwork. One of the pages contains rough art of Toki no Uta, with 2
illustrations of Chihaya and one of Shion (the main heroine).
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Meibneko News

This was a short news booklet Studio Mebius released, detailing their current plans & work
details. They released 3 volumes, the first in May 2004, the second in August 2004, and the
last in December 2004. | don’t own the first volume, but | own the second and third. They
don’t have any new Toki no Uta details, however the third volume does say that Toki no Uta’s
development is currently stopped, as of the end of 2004. Volume 1 seems to focus on
Tomokoi so it's unlikely it has Toki no Uta details.
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https://www.suruga-ya.jp/product/detail/ZHOI26398
https://twitter.com/SnowBusterVN/status/1495765731052605441
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Dengeki Hime March 2005 Issue

This is the last mention of Toki no Uta to my knowledge, in an interview about the
announcement of The God of Death Toki no Uta is said to be releasing next year (2006),
after The God of Death. That didn’t happen.
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http://shammon.org/ouka6sai/200501.html
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Suzumoto Yuuichi's Departure

One factor that could have contributed to Toki no Uta’s death is Suzumoto Yuuichi leaving
Visual Arts in September 2005. He was an assistant writer on Snow, so it is quite likely he
was also participating in Toki no Uta’s development. Perhaps development was already
troubled and him leaving was the last nail in the coffin, though this is only speculation.

Euture Research

This is everything we’ve found regarding Toki no Uta so far, but there could still be more, feel
free to continue searching and DM me if you find anything.

January 2004 Megastore

This is a magazine that were released around the same time as the Colorful Puregirl issue,
and also contains information on Toki no Uta. Since Comptiq had additional information
missing from the Colorful Puregirl issue, this could as well. | own Dengeki Hime 2004/01, PC
Angel 2004/01, Comptig 2004/02, there may be other magazines that | don’t own/aren’t this
Megastore info that could have information.

2005 Magazines & Further:
March 2005 Dengeki Hime

This is the issue with The God of Death interview and Toki no Uta mention, there may be
more in it, or in any interview containing Studio Mebius staff from this point onwards (well
probably not after they died in 2010, maybe after they came back in 2020), search as much
as you want.

Also as a note, | bought every Colorful Puregirl issue post 2004/01, and none of them had
Toki no Uta details.

Other Studio Mebius VNs:

If you want some fun without spending hundreds on importing old magazines you could look
through all of Studio Mebius’ VNs/rereleases of VNs from 2004 onwards to see if they left
any Toki no Uta assets. | looked a fair amount, and didn’t find any, so don’t get your hopes
up, but | didn’t look through everything. SIN does have the Colorful Puregirl issues in one of
its backgrounds so there might be more easter eggs too.

Final Advice:

Hunt down Ponkichi (Studio Mebius’s producer) and make him tell you what happened, or
write it yourself.

(if you want the full scans of the magazine sections I’'ve mentioned they’re at the
bottom of this document)
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https://www.retromags.com/gallery/image/36663-megastore-128-january-2004/
https://www.retromags.com/gallery/image/32485-dengeki-hime-issue-060-march-2005/
https://twitter.com/SnowBusterVN/status/1396594089861201923
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eOklhK9k96z_gQIvbQMhtQ35U02REtvT1V6qyyg-7QY/edit

