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Essential Readings

Takeaways on tactics/building our chapter

e Jacobin - “Zohran Mamdani's Messaging Machine is a Model to Emulate”
e Ross Barkan - “When Zohran Won"

e Scott Karolidis - & Against 1 million doors
e Tascha Van Auken interview - “Here’s how Zohran Mamdani's 50K-strong
volunteer army pulled it off”

How do we navigate holding executive office as socialists?
e MUG - “Run Zohran?”
e The Call - “So You've Become the Mayor of a Major American City (How Not to Lose
by Winning)”
e SMC - “Yes, To Winning: A Response to "Run Zohran?"”

Additional Readings
These readings are from our regular strategy reading series and provide important
background on socialist electoral strategy.

Party Surrogate Model
e ABlueprint for a New Party (2016): Link (optional accompanying podcast here)
e A Socialist Party in Our Time? (2019):
B3 vol-3-no-2-a-socialist-party-in-our-time-2.pdf (essential: book’s

numbering p. 7-15, PDF numbering p. 2-10)

The NYC Model (2017)
e [ Development of NYC-DSA Electoral Strategy
e [E NYC Electoral Strategy doc (essential: p. 1-4 and “2018 and Beyond”

section)

1-2-3-4 Plan Proposed at NYC-DSA Convention (2022)


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AmM0cP6vDxh9vuS6S7CyujfQuPbuvTFc8wE33gLkd9s/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N-oAFKOfOmUGxXdOaFhJOoBlKJtRFmZw0vuHMMaXB2g/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kzkVxwZwXtNcX4z4jJA6r6kaSs0VHW14/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M5kqw5_errTW5WbzROFxq1jFLRRCKmjbxyEn8wJNYGw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xeaGnpoWuIZTpuxgV5XV66stS2duMbHGDTyQg5zkY3w/edit
https://jacobin.com/2025/06/zohran-mamdani-social-media-bernie
https://rosselliotbarkan.com/p/when-zohran-won
https://www.cityandstateny.com/personality/2025/07/heres-how-zohran-mamdanis-50k-strong-volunteer-army-pulled-it/406464/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/personality/2025/07/heres-how-zohran-mamdanis-50k-strong-volunteer-army-pulled-it/406464/
https://www.marxistunity.com/publication-archive/run-zohran
https://socialistcall.com/2025/06/22/so-youve-become-the-mayor-of-a-major-american-city-how-to-not-lose-by-winning/
https://socialistcall.com/2025/06/22/so-youve-become-the-mayor-of-a-major-american-city-how-to-not-lose-by-winning/
https://www.socialistmajority.com/theagitator/yes-to-winning-response-run-zohran
https://jacobin.com/2016/11/bernie-sanders-democratic-labor-party-ackerman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9iINLUDVQc

e [[@1-2-3-4 plan.pdf
e Perspectives on 1-2-3-4:
o Against:

Bl DSA Electoral Leaders, Campaign Staff, and Rank and File Members...

o

Against: Link
In Favor:

o

B DSA Campaign Staffers, Electoral Leaders and Staff to Elected Offici..

o

In Favor: Link

o

In Favor: Link

Seattle DSA’s ABCs
e ABCs for Seattle DSA endorsements (2023):
Bl The ABC's for Seattle DSA Candidates

Socialists in Office
e Here's how the DSA keeps its lawmakers in Line (2022) Link
e What is the NYC DSA Socialists in Office Committee? (2024) Link

Relating to the Democratic Party
e The Absent Partner Strategy by Michael Kinnucan (2024): Part 1/Part 2
e Left Notes socialist electoral strategy series by Neal Meyer (2024): Part 1/Part
2/part 3


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wzkxWg4-7lKmfjRiotbrCLszVYTWA-bK/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mD13kO-Bs4KgZjZ6gjNshp7ded2ZJEdJhIpg1eozvrA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jWjeqzZWrUZ8FuBxJXHFrF1VaQ3J5D6PfpT1AFpmow0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ey5Ah3ZmHVpUffpqk6tYpslUvQq8RQKGJZyjaqVAoHk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.socialistmajority.com/theagitator/moving-beyond-the-dirty-stay
https://socialistcall.com/2022/10/19/nyc-dsa-1234-plan-electoral-tactics/
https://reformandrevolution.org/2023/01/15/1-2-3-4-steps-of-accountability/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/politics/2022/07/heres-how-dsa-keeps-its-lawmakers-line/368914/
https://socialisttribune.substack.com/p/what-is-the-nyc-dsa-socialists-in
https://www.socialistmajority.com/theagitator/absent-partner-strategy-part-1
https://www.socialistmajority.com/theagitator/kton4crtz4806o7t82b4allixwf6zf
https://www.left-notes.com/p/the-politics-of-the-three-lefts
https://www.left-notes.com/p/the-junior-partner-strategy
https://www.left-notes.com/p/the-junior-partner-strategy
https://www.left-notes.com/p/the-real-bernie-model

