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First-Year Representative Candidates 

Lilly Lujan 

I hope to gain experience and connections with other upstanding students during my first 

year at SU. As a part of SGA, I plan to learn how to serve as an ample student voice and 

observe how our Junior/Senior SGA representatives conduct meetings, events, and serve 

our community. Thank you for your consideration! 

 

Madeline Cowan 

I have always been passionate about leadership. I have been involved in student 

government since I was young, and I served as Vice President of my high school’s student 

council. If I am fortunate enough to serve on Southwestern’s Student Government, I plan to 

work with the student body and create an inclusive and positive environment. I will make 

sure every student’s voice is heard and advocate for those who do not feel comfortable doing 

so for themselves. I will help create solutions to problems found throughout our time here. I 

consider myself organized, determined, and kind. I would love to be able to benefit our 

Student Government in any way I can. As a freshman, I know that there is still a lot for me 

to learn, but I am willing to grow to be able to support those around me. I would love to be 

able to play a part in making Southwestern an environment where we can all thrive and 

have fun! 

 

Remi Jobi 

When serving on Student Government, I hope to get the first year class more opened and 

involved with other students on campus. Transitioning to college can be challenging, and I 

want to ensure that every new student feels welcomed and connected. I also want to 

enhance school spirit by coordinating pep rallies, spirit weeks, and other initiatives to foster 

a stronger sense of community. Lastly, I remember seeing hammocks when I went on my 

campus tour here. I believe they contribute to a relaxing atmosphere, so I want to find a 

way to bring them back. Thank you! 



 

Ainslie Bashara 

Hi everyone! I'm running for student government because I believe in making 

Southwestern the best place for everyone's individual needs. I'm super organized, highly 

motivated, and full of enthusiasm. I'm a very quick learner and love collaborating with 

others. I promise to use these skills to listen to your ideas, bring positive changes, and 

make sure your voice is heard. With me, you'll get a new dedicated student who’s excited to 

make a real difference. Vote for me, and let's make Southwestern the best it can be!  

 

Alexis Bolte 

I hope to serve in student government largely because it aligns with my major (Political 

Science) as well as the chance it gives one to be a leader and to advocate for students both 

on an individual level and as a whole. 

 

Carmella Villarreal 

While serving on Student Government, I hope to get more involved here at Southwestern. I 

want to help first year students, like myself, get comfortable on campus. I know exactly 

what it feels like to be homesick, so I want to help students learn to deal with being away 

from home and continuing this important chapter of their lives. Whether that means 

different activities to take their mind off the distance or support groups to help talk about 

the difficult issues that arise while being away. Similarly, I want first year students to learn 

to take advantage of all our university has to offer. I hope to set up volunteer big-little 

programs where students can be open and honest with an upperclassman mentor about 

social or academic issues, while also learning the ins and outs of campus life that’s not 

always advertised. I would love to drive student engagement, increase freshman 

involvement, and have students get excited to be at SU! As a first year representative, I 

would love to bridge the gap between freshman and upperclassmen, truly advocating for our 

students. I intend to keep students informed about upcoming events, issues, or initiatives. 

Plus, I want to address and resolve any issues raised by students. While serving on Student 

Government, I intend to work with other student government members and student 

organizations to address issues and create programs. Overall I want my role to contribute 

to a better campus here at SU. I want students to truly have an amazing experience where 

they feel comfortable, engaged, and heard!  

 

Isabel Sainz 

As someone who was somewhat shy in high school but interested in a future career in 

politics, I want to begin to be more involved at Southwestern by being a part of student 

government and dedicating my time to bettering the welfare of students on campus. As a 

First-Year Representative, I will strive to listen to the voices of my peers and advocate for 

them during general assembly meetings as well as other student government spaces. 

Southwestern should be a campus that more than adequately bridges the relationship 

between students, the administration, faculty, and staff to create an environment where 



students can excel academically as much as they desire in a space that is supportive of their 

needs throughout their time here. I chose Southwestern to be my home for the next four 

years, so I am passionate about fostering a campus community that is welcoming, inclusive, 

safe, and vibrant.  

 

Grant Bernhardt 

I want to be involved here at southwestern and i want to start as early as i can and i see 

this program as a good way to start pursuing those goals. I hope that my involvement will 

improve the organization and the school through participation and interaction. I have been 

involved with something similar to this throughout high school and hope to continue here 

as well! 

 

Vania Rodriguez 

"I hope to promote the values of SU as a First Year International Student from Mexico City, 

I embrace and pursue the diversity on our campus and aim to be a voice that both listens 

and speaks for First-Year students, addressing any concerns we might have. I want to 

impact academics by engaging with our professors and advocating to meet our needs. 

Furthermore, I seek to encourage and promote campus life by focusing on the organization 

and logistics of events and resources offered to our community, enriching our college 

experience. 

 

Overall, I want to collaborate proactively with my peers to improve our campus 

environment." 

 

Nehal Bhardwaj 

"If voted the student representative for the first-year class, I am committed to ensuring that 

every first-year student's voice is heard and acted upon. Through my future efforts and the 

student government's support, I plan to change the campus experience for everyone. I plan 

to elevate what the school offers and introduce engaging events to equip students with 

information and ensure no one overlooks it. I want everyone to ensure that the campus is 

the expectation most people had when choosing this college and much, much more. My 

outgoing and empathetic nature makes me confident in connecting with everyone and 

advocating for their concerns. My previous experience working in a team and representing 

people makes me a solid representative for a group of people with such a voice and 

representation to not only advocate for a majority of the people but also someone able to 

represent people otherwise gone unheard. I want to unite our community and pave the way 

for a year where every voice is valued and amplified." 

 

Sophomore Representative Candidates 

Myla Wolf 



I would like to bring a diverse point of view to Student Government. While also providing a 

positive impact on campus and making it an inclusive and welcoming place for all. 

Increasing the sense of community between all on campus. 

 

Kate Dennis 

As a representative of the sophomore class, I hope to be a voice of inclusivity. I am a 

biochemistry major from Austin, Texas, and an officer in Best Buddies, an organization that 

facilitates meaningful friendships between students at SU and persons with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities in the Georgetown community. I am also a student worker 

here on campus so I understand the positions offered here are integral to SU. Recognition 

and celebration of different cultures and beliefs are of paramount importance in receiving a 

world-class education, and I believe student government plays a role in setting and 

promoting that tone on campus. Honoring the diversity of our pirate community is 

imperative, by listening and representing your voice, I believe I can facilitate positive 

change in our community! 

 

Tiffany Ashcraft 

"On student government, I hope to accomplish several key goals driven by my passion for 

education and student engagement. In addition to improving educational resources, I am 

committed to fostering a vibrant and inclusive school community where every student feels 

valued and motivated to participate. I hope to create initiatives that encourage greater 

student involvement in school activities, clubs, and decision-making processes. By 

organizing events that highlight student talents and interests, and by establishing 

platforms for students to voice their opinions and suggestions, I believe we can build a more 

connected and engaged student body. 

 

Furthermore, I aim to bridge the gap between students and the administration. Open 

communication channels and regular feedback sessions will help ensure that student 

concerns and ideas are heard and addressed. By fostering a collaborative environment, we 

can work together to solve problems and implement positive changes that benefit the entire 

school community. 

 

Overall, my goal is to make a lasting impact on both the educational and social aspects of 

our school. By prioritizing education and student involvement, I believe we can create a 

more dynamic, supportive, and successful school experience for everyone." 

 

Vedant Polepally 

I will continue to bring changes that the students want to see and further highlight student 

voices. 

 

Ricky Mitchell 



I hope to benefit the university in a positive way and create opportunities for the students 

here. 

 

Gabe Cordova 

I want to benefit the university in a positive way by creating an atmosphere on campus that 

is fun for everyone. By creating and helping with events I hope to connect the campus more. 

 

Jackson Feuerbacher 

As a member of the student government association, it will be my job to ensure that 

students' wishes are represented fairly and that SU students are treated equally. I want to 

be readily available for my fellow students to come to so they can offer input directly to the 

Student Government Association. I am not running with a particular agenda in mind 

(although there are some things I'd like to see); instead, I am running because I want to be 

a voice for my peers to speak through. Throughout high school, I always felt distant from 

the leadership, especially my school's SGA. I do not want Southwestern students to feel 

their voices and opinions do not matter. I will be there to listen to thoughts, accept 

criticism, and make changes. I bring more to the table than a pretty voice, though. Over the 

past few years, I have been in several leadership positions. I was employed at the local 

music store and have run the shop by myself for over a week. I work on a ranch and help 

manage our business, and most recently, I have brought people together in study groups on 

campus. As a member of SGA, I have a clear vision of the changes I want to make. I want to 

see more help and funding opportunities given to student associations, and I wish there to 

be further opportunities for different groups of students to interact. If I have to be specific, I 

also want more trash cans along the sidewalks! To sum things up nicely, as a sophomore 

representative, I will be a friendly ear to listen to, a voice to communicate on behalf of 

students, and I will strive for more support for student associations and push for student 

cooperation.  

 

Devin Yu 

While serving on the student government I would like the opportunity to help improve the 

overall student experience.  I have observed that the weekends tend to be a little quiet 

when there is not a sporting event.  As a member of the student government, I will elect to 

organize more campus-wide events on weekends to encourage students to get together.  

Whether it is a movie night, karaoke, card games, or volleyball matches--anything to get 

the students involved and have some fun.  Another area in which I would like to focus on is 

creating a feedback mechanism between the students and the administrators on items that 

affect the daily lives of the students.  For example, the university has done a lot of upgrades 

to the dining hall/services but the university has taken several hits on Niche for the quality 

of the food being graded a C. I think students could help raise this issue towards upper 

faculty by providing feedback on the food service providers/administrators with things they 

would like changed, suggestions, and feedback on improvements as they are made with a 

monthly survey being thrown out with prizes and rewards for feedback, incentivizing and 



enhancing the feedback mechanism. My prior accomplishments include being a prominent 

member of NHS, working as a senior pharmacy tech in my local hospital, and volunteering 

at several animal shelters. 

 

Bree Dang 

I hope to serve on student government because I wish to represent the thoughts and ideas 

of individuals at Southwestern. As a member of multiple organizations, I have experience in 

working collaboratively and advocating for the advancement the community. I believe my 

skills and experience will contribute to a healthy and positive campus. 

 

Cameron Comiskey 

Hello! My name is Cameron Comiskey, and I hope to become a sophomore representative on 

the SGA. I was a member of the SGA during my first year, and so I already have experience 

with the organization. I am a biology major and environmental studies minor, and love 

anything relating to the environment and ecology. I would therefore like to focus on 

environmental complications on campus along with the Sustainability Committee. Please 

allow me another year to serve in the SGA, and thank you for your time! :) 

 

Junior Representative Candidates 

Isabella Valenzuela 

I hope to aid Student government in having a bigger presence and impact on campus by 

leaning on my strtengthes in the operational areas of SGA. 

 

Conner Radosavljevic 

Assist students in achieving their goals and providing support and insight. 

 

Nash Kendall 

If elected to Student Government, I hope to bring a fresh, eco-conscious perspective to 

discussions and represent the portion of the student body here at Southwestern that wants 

to see a greener future on campus and elsewhere. I want to push our campus toward 

organizing more events centered around environmental awareness, such as hosting an 

eco-fair or even organizing a “green week” to get students excited about saving our planet. I 

plan to advocate for a more sustainable and widespread recycling program, as there is an 

inadequate number of recycling bins near certain residential areas on campus, leading to 

many students placing their recyclables into a dumpster because they are almost always 

closer than the nearest recycling bin. It has also come to my attention that our composting 

club on campus does not currently have a working composter or a way to give students the 

ability to collect and deliver their organic waste to be composted. I hope to remedy this 

unfortunate situation while inspiring more students to participate in eco-conscious 

activities and ethical consumption practices on campus. Along with this, I plan to work on 

initiatives to improve campus safety, which could involve leading a nighttime campus tour 

with administration and security to identify dark spots or areas needing improvement. 



Overall, my goal is to foster a campus community that prioritizes sustainability while 

preparing students for their future careers and embracing inclusivity and diversity in a way 

that everyone feels welcomed and represented. 

 

Julianna Truitt 

"As a member of Student Government, I hope to be a voice for my peers and advocate for 

the issues that are most important to our student community. I am passionate about 

creating an inclusive and supportive environment for all students, regardless of their 

background or identity. I also believe that mental health and wellness should be a top 

priority, and I would work to expand resources and support for students who are struggling. 

I am committed to transparency and communication, and I would strive to keep students 

informed and involved in the decision-making process. I believe that collaboration and 

teamwork are key to achieving our goals, and I would work closely with other members of 

Student Government and with campus administrators to implement effective solutions. 

Ultimately, my goal is to make a positive impact on campus and to help create a sense of 

belonging and community for all students. I am excited about the opportunity to serve on 

Student Government and to work with other dedicated and passionate students to make a 

difference." 

 

Raven Waugh 

I hope to work towards creating a campus that values students above all else. Values our 

safety, our voices, and our stories. 

 

Nia Cannon 

As a Black student at a PWI, I can bring a unique and valuable perspective to the Student 

Government Association. My presence on the SGA would contribute to a more inclusive and 

representative leadership body. I can amplify the voices and concerns of underrepresented 

groups, ensuring that the needs of all students, particularly those from marginalized 

backgrounds, are heard and addressed. 

 

Zachary Collins 

Being a part of the Student Government would be a unique opportunity that would allow 

me to ease student's academic and social journey through Southwestern. In joining, I want 

to be a voice for the students who have great ideas to improve campus quality. This quality 

enhancement would make Southwestern more welcoming to new students, as well as 

current pirates. As a part of the Student Government, I hope to make a positive impact on 

other members and allow others to be heard. I want to work as a team on solving problems 

and creating solutions with other members that will help the state of our university. 

 

Jorge Diaz Cuervo 

"Since my first day at Southwestern, I started to get  involved and realized the value that 

this community holds. Its impact transcends the Southwestern campus and reaches not 



only the Georgetown community, but every corner of the world. Our alumni network breaks 

borders and frontiers, holds positions of important power and leads change in various 

communities around the world. As students, we will become part of this alumni community 

in the next couple of years and will soon have a voice and an impact on how our society 

evolves. I believe that the value that the Southwestern Community gives to its students, 

forges them and prepares them to be citizens of good; constructs them as active members of 

society that look outside of themselves, always ready to work for others. Student 

Government plays an important role in the identity of the Southwestern Community and 

its members. It represents a voice of change and improvement of all aspects in our school. I 

believe that by serving in Student Government, I will have the chance to be part of the 

growth and success of Student Government as one of the most important organizations 

on-campus, represent the unheard voices of students, staff and faculty, and ultimately aim 

to improve our time as students, as well as set the ground for the next generations to walk 

on this campus." 

 

Senior Representative Candidates 

Sabrina Peña 

Hi, my name is Sabrina Peña. I’m a senior political science and economics major from 

Houston, Texas. As a former athlete, student worker, member of Greek life, and Resident 

Assistant, I feel as though I bring a unique perspective to the student experience at SU. As 

a member of SGA, I hope to advocate for issues that students find most important, such as 

parking accessibility, the dining hall experience, graduation planning, and increased 

transparency from university administration. Through my role as an RA, I have been given 

the unique opportunity to serve on the committee that selects this year’s commencement 

speaker and I hope to work closely with the SGA to identify someone who our graduates 

resonate with. With that being said, I hope that you will consider my unique experiences 

when casting your vote and re-elect me as your senior class representative!  

 

Dugan Sexton 

I love to be involved in various aspects of the Southwestern Community. Being in various 

clubs and organizations I have a wide perspective that covers students in sports, 

fraternities, and organizations that develop professional growth. I take pride in academics 

and embracing all Southwestern has to offer for students.  

 

Damien Morales 

I hope to bring more attention and awareness of Student Government and its 

responsibilities and service to student organizations to the Southwestern community. I 

would also like to build a strong relationship between SGA and other student organizations 

across campus, to help increase overall involvement, and to encourage and support the 

development of new organizations on campus.  

 

Laren Gradt 



I hope to gain insight into what SGA is a part of at Southwestern and what contributions 

are made through our community. I hope to be more involved on and around campus and 

help make important decisions for our university.  

 

Lukas Silvius 

I hope to further foster positive growth among students and faculty in our campus 

community. As well as work to improve campus culture through maintaining 

communication between both our student leadership and southwestern faculty.  

 

Member-At-Large Candidates 

Nash Kendall 

If elected to Student Government, I hope to bring a fresh, eco-conscious perspective to 

discussions and represent the portion of the student body here at Southwestern that wants 

to see a greener future on campus and elsewhere. I want to push our campus toward 

organizing more events centered around environmental awareness, such as hosting an 

eco-fair or even organizing a “green week” to get students excited about saving our planet. I 

plan to advocate for a more sustainable and widespread recycling program, as there is an 

inadequate number of recycling bins near certain residential areas on campus, leading to 

many students placing their recyclables into a dumpster because they are almost always 

closer than the nearest recycling bin. It has also come to my attention that our composting 

club on campus does not currently have a working composter or a way to give students the 

ability to collect and deliver their organic waste to be composted. I hope to remedy this 

unfortunate situation while inspiring more students to participate in eco-conscious 

activities and ethical consumption practices on campus. Along with this, I plan to work on 

initiatives to improve campus safety, which could involve leading a nighttime campus tour 

with administration and security to identify dark spots or areas needing improvement. 

Overall, my goal is to foster a campus community that prioritizes sustainability while 

preparing students for their future careers and embracing inclusivity and diversity in a way 

that everyone feels welcomed and represented. 

 

Madeline Cowan 

I have always been passionate about leadership. I have been involved in student 

government since I was young, and I served as Vice President of my high school’s student 

council. If I am fortunate enough to serve on Southwestern’s Student Government, I plan to 

work with the student body and create an inclusive and positive environment. I will make 

sure every student’s voice is heard and advocate for those who do not feel comfortable doing 

so for themselves. I will help create solutions to problems found throughout our time here. I 

consider myself organized, determined, and kind. I would love to be able to benefit our 

Student Government in any way I can. As a freshman, I know that there is still a lot for me 

to learn, but I am willing to grow to be able to support those around me. I would love to be 

able to play a part in making Southwestern an environment where we can all thrive and 

have fun! 



 

Jackson Feuerbacher 

As a member of the student government association, it will be my job to ensure that 

students' wishes are represented fairly and that SU students are treated equally. I want to 

be readily available for my fellow students to come to so they can offer input directly to the 

Student Government Association. I am not running with a particular agenda in mind 

(although there are some things I'd like to see); instead, I am running because I want to be 

a voice for my peers to speak through. Throughout high school, I always felt distant from 

the leadership, especially my school's SGA. I do not want Southwestern students to feel 

their voices and opinions do not matter. I will be there to listen to thoughts, accept 

criticism, and make changes. I bring more to the table than a pretty voice, though. Over the 

past few years, I have been in several leadership positions. I was employed at the local 

music store and have run the shop by myself for over a week. I work on a ranch and help 

manage our business, and most recently, I have brought people together in study groups on 

campus. As a member of SGA, I have a clear vision of the changes I want to make. I want to 

see more help and funding opportunities given to student associations, and I wish there to 

be further opportunities for different groups of students to interact. If I have to be specific, I 

also want more trash cans along the sidewalks! To sum things up nicely, as a sophomore 

representative, I will be a friendly ear to listen to, a voice to communicate on behalf of 

students, and I will strive for more support for student associations and push for student 

cooperation.  

 

Gabe Cordova 

I want to benefit the university in a positive way by creating an atmosphere on campus that 

is fun for everyone. By creating and helping with events I hope to connect the campus more. 

 

Vedant Polepally 

I will continue to bring changes that the students want to see and further highlight student 

voices. 

 

Grant Bernhardt 

I want to be involved here at southwestern and i want to start as early as i can and i see 

this program as a good way to start pursuing those goals. I hope that my involvement will 

improve the organization and the school through participation and interaction. I have been 

involved with something similar to this throughout high school and hope to continue here 

as well! 

 

Jorge Diaz Cuervo 

"Since my first day at Southwestern, I started to get  involved and realized the value that 

this community holds. Its impact transcends the Southwestern campus and reaches not 

only the Georgetown community, but every corner of the world. Our alumni network breaks 

borders and frontiers, holds positions of important power and leads change in various 



communities around the world. As students, we will become part of this alumni community 

in the next couple of years and will soon have a voice and an impact on how our society 

evolves. I believe that the value that the Southwestern Community gives to its students, 

forges them and prepares them to be citizens of good; constructs them as active members of 

society that look outside of themselves, always ready to work for others. Student 

Government plays an important role in the identity of the Southwestern Community and 

its members. It represents a voice of change and improvement of all aspects in our school. I 

believe that by serving in Student Government, I will have the chance to be part of the 

growth and success of Student Government as one of the most important organizations 

on-campus, represent the unheard voices of students, staff and faculty, and ultimately aim 

to improve our time as students, as well as set the ground for the next generations to walk 

on this campus." 

 

Remi Jobi 

When serving on Student Government, I hope to get the first year class more opened and 

involved with other students on campus. Transitioning to college can be challenging, and I 

want to ensure that every new student feels welcomed and connected. I also want to 

enhance school spirit by coordinating pep rallies, spirit weeks, and other initiatives to foster 

a stronger sense of community. Lastly, I remember seeing hammocks when I went on my 

campus tour here. I believe they contribute to a relaxing atmosphere, so I want to find a 

way to bring them back. Thank you! 

 

Kate Dennis 

As a representative of the sophomore class, I hope to be a voice of inclusivity. I am a 

biochemistry major from Austin, Texas, and an officer in Best Buddies, an organization that 

facilitates meaningful friendships between students at SU and persons with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities in the Georgetown community. I am also a student worker 

here on campus so I understand the positions offered here are integral to SU. Recognition 

and celebration of different cultures and beliefs are of paramount importance in receiving a 

world-class education, and I believe student government plays a role in setting and 

promoting that tone on campus. Honoring the diversity of our pirate community is 

imperative, by listening and representing your voice, I believe I can facilitate positive 

change in our community! 

 

Lukas Silvius 

I hope to further foster positive growth among students and faculty in our campus 

community. As well as work to improve campus culture through maintaining 

communication between both our student leadership and southwestern faculty.  

 

Bree Dang 

I hope to serve on student government because I wish to represent the thoughts and ideas 

of individuals at Southwestern. As a member of multiple organizations, I have experience in 



working collaboratively and advocating for the advancement the community. I believe my 

skills and experience will contribute to a healthy and positive campus. 

 

Nia Cannon 

As a Black student at a PWI, I can bring a unique and valuable perspective to the Student 

Government Association. My presence on the SGA would contribute to a more inclusive and 

representative leadership body. I can amplify the voices and concerns of underrepresented 

groups, ensuring that the needs of all students, particularly those from marginalized 

backgrounds, are heard and addressed. 

 

Lilly Lujan 

I hope to gain experience and connections with other upstanding students during my first 

year at SU. As a part of SGA, I plan to learn how to serve as an ample student voice and 

observe how our Junior/Senior SGA representatives conduct meetings, events, and serve 

our community. Thank you for your consideration! 

 

Isabella Valenzuela 

I hope to aid Student government in having a bigger presence and impact on campus by 

leaning on my strtengthes in the operational areas of SGA. 

 

Conner Radosavljevic 

Assist students in achieving their goals and providing support and insight. 

 

Alexis Bolte 

I hope to serve in student government largely because it aligns with my major (Political 

Science) as well as the chance it gives one to be a leader and to advocate for students both 

on an individual level and as a whole. 

 

Cameron Comiskey 

Hello! My name is Cameron Comiskey, and I hope to become a sophomore representative on 

the SGA. I was a member of the SGA during my first year, and so I already have experience 

with the organization. I am a biology major and environmental studies minor, and love 

anything relating to the environment and ecology. I would therefore like to focus on 

environmental complications on campus along with the Sustainability Committee. Please 

allow me another year to serve in the SGA, and thank you for your time! :) 

 

Nehal Bhardwaj 

"If voted the student representative for the first-year class, I am committed to ensuring that 

every first-year student's voice is heard and acted upon. Through my future efforts and the 

student government's support, I plan to change the campus experience for everyone. I plan 

to elevate what the school offers and introduce engaging events to equip students with 

information and ensure no one overlooks it. I want everyone to ensure that the campus is 



the expectation most people had when choosing this college and much, much more. My 

outgoing and empathetic nature makes me confident in connecting with everyone and 

advocating for their concerns. My previous experience working in a team and representing 

people makes me a solid representative for a group of people with such a voice and 

representation to not only advocate for a majority of the people but also someone able to 

represent people otherwise gone unheard. I want to unite our community and pave the way 

for a year where every voice is valued and amplified." 

 

Tiffany Ashcraft 

"On student government, I hope to accomplish several key goals driven by my passion for 

education and student engagement. In addition to improving educational resources, I am 

committed to fostering a vibrant and inclusive school community where every student feels 

valued and motivated to participate. I hope to create initiatives that encourage greater 

student involvement in school activities, clubs, and decision-making processes. By 

organizing events that highlight student talents and interests, and by establishing 

platforms for students to voice their opinions and suggestions, I believe we can build a more 

connected and engaged student body. 

 

Furthermore, I aim to bridge the gap between students and the administration. Open 

communication channels and regular feedback sessions will help ensure that student 

concerns and ideas are heard and addressed. By fostering a collaborative environment, we 

can work together to solve problems and implement positive changes that benefit the entire 

school community. 

 

Overall, my goal is to make a lasting impact on both the educational and social aspects of 

our school. By prioritizing education and student involvement, I believe we can create a 

more dynamic, supportive, and successful school experience for everyone." 

 

Devin Yu 

While serving on the student government I would like the opportunity to help improve the 

overall student experience.  I have observed that the weekends tend to be a little quiet 

when there is not a sporting event.  As a member of the student government, I will elect to 

organize more campus-wide events on weekends to encourage students to get together.  

Whether it is a movie night, karaoke, card games, or volleyball matches--anything to get 

the students involved and have some fun.  Another area in which I would like to focus on is 

creating a feedback mechanism between the students and the administrators on items that 

affect the daily lives of the students.  For example, the university has done a lot of upgrades 

to the dining hall/services but the university has taken several hits on Niche for the quality 

of the food being graded a C. I think students could help raise this issue towards upper 

faculty by providing feedback on the food service providers/administrators with things they 

would like changed, suggestions, and feedback on improvements as they are made with a 

monthly survey being thrown out with prizes and rewards for feedback, incentivizing and 



enhancing the feedback mechanism. My prior accomplishments include being a prominent 

member of NHS, working as a senior pharmacy tech in my local hospital, and volunteering 

at several animal shelters. 

 

Raven Waugh 

I hope to work towards creating a campus that values students above all else. Values our 

safety, our voices, and our stories. 

 

Myla Wolf 

I would like to bring a diverse point of view to Student Government. While also providing a 

positive impact on campus and making it an inclusive and welcoming place for all. 

Increasing the sense of community between all on campus. 

 

Ricky Mitchell 

I hope to benefit the university in a positive way and create opportunities for the students 

here. 

 

Isabel Sainz 

As someone who was somewhat shy in high school but interested in a future career in 

politics, I want to begin to be more involved at Southwestern by being a part of student 

government and dedicating my time to bettering the welfare of students on campus. As a 

First-Year Representative, I will strive to listen to the voices of my peers and advocate for 

them during general assembly meetings as well as other student government spaces. 

Southwestern should be a campus that more than adequately bridges the relationship 

between students, the administration, faculty, and staff to create an environment where 

students can excel academically as much as they desire in a space that is supportive of their 

needs throughout their time here. I chose Southwestern to be my home for the next four 

years, so I am passionate about fostering a campus community that is welcoming, inclusive, 

safe, and vibrant.  

 

Laren Gradt 

I hope to gain insight into what SGA is a part of at Southwestern and what contributions 

are made through our community. I hope to be more involved on and around campus and 

help make important decisions for our university.  

 

Vania Rodriguez 

"I hope to promote the values of SU as a First Year International Student from Mexico City, 

I embrace and pursue the diversity on our campus and aim to be a voice that both listens 

and speaks for First-Year students, addressing any concerns we might have. I want to 

impact academics by engaging with our professors and advocating to meet our needs. 

Furthermore, I seek to encourage and promote campus life by focusing on the organization 



and logistics of events and resources offered to our community, enriching our college 

experience. 

 

Zachary Collins 

Being a part of the Student Government would be a unique opportunity that would allow 

me to ease student's academic and social journey through Southwestern. In joining, I want 

to be a voice for the students who have great ideas to improve campus quality. This quality 

enhancement would make Southwestern more welcoming to new students, as well as 

current pirates. As a part of the Student Government, I hope to make a positive impact on 

other members and allow others to be heard. I want to work as a team on solving problems 

and creating solutions with other members that will help the state of our university. 

 

Sabrina Peña 

Hi, my name is Sabrina Peña. I’m a senior political science and economics major from 

Houston, Texas. As a former athlete, student worker, member of Greek life, and Resident 

Assistant, I feel as though I bring a unique perspective to the student experience at SU. As 

a member of SGA, I hope to advocate for issues that students find most important, such as 

parking accessibility, the dining hall experience, graduation planning, and increased 

transparency from university administration. Through my role as an RA, I have been given 

the unique opportunity to serve on the committee that selects this year’s commencement 

speaker and I hope to work closely with the SGA to identify someone who our graduates 

resonate with. With that being said, I hope that you will consider my unique experiences 

when casting your vote and re-elect me as your senior class representative!  

 

Carmella Villarreal 

While serving on Student Government, I hope to get more involved here at Southwestern. I 

want to help first year students, like myself, get comfortable on campus. I know exactly 

what it feels like to be homesick, so I want to help students learn to deal with being away 

from home and continuing this important chapter of their lives. Whether that means 

different activities to take their mind off the distance or support groups to help talk about 

the difficult issues that arise while being away. Similarly, I want first year students to learn 

to take advantage of all our university has to offer. I hope to set up volunteer big-little 

programs where students can be open and honest with an upperclassman mentor about 

social or academic issues, while also learning the ins and outs of campus life that’s not 

always advertised. I would love to drive student engagement, increase freshman 

involvement, and have students get excited to be at SU! As a first year representative, I 

would love to bridge the gap between freshman and upperclassmen, truly advocating for our 

students. I intend to keep students informed about upcoming events, issues, or initiatives. 

Plus, I want to address and resolve any issues raised by students. While serving on Student 

Government, I intend to work with other student government members and student 

organizations to address issues and create programs. Overall I want my role to contribute 



to a better campus here at SU. I want students to truly have an amazing experience where 

they feel comfortable, engaged, and heard!  

 

Damien Morales 

I hope to bring more attention and awareness of Student Government and its 

responsibilities and service to student organizations to the Southwestern community. I 

would also like to build a strong relationship between SGA and other student organizations 

across campus, to help increase overall involvement, and to encourage and support the 

development of new organizations on campus.  

 

Dugan Sexton 

I love to be involved in various aspects of the Southwestern Community. Being in various 

clubs and organizations I have a wide perspective that covers students in sports, 

fraternities, and organizations that develop professional growth. I take pride in academics 

and embracing all Southwestern has to offer for students.  

 

Ainslie Bashara 

Hi everyone! I'm running for student government because I believe in making 

Southwestern the best place for everyone's individual needs. I'm super organized, highly 

motivated, and full of enthusiasm. I'm a very quick learner and love collaborating with 

others. I promise to use these skills to listen to your ideas, bring positive changes, and 

make sure your voice is heard. With me, you'll get a new dedicated student who’s excited to 

make a real difference. Vote for me, and let's make Southwestern the best it can be!  

 

Julianna Truitt 

"As a member of Student Government, I hope to be a voice for my peers and advocate for 

the issues that are most important to our student community. I am passionate about 

creating an inclusive and supportive environment for all students, regardless of their 

background or identity. I also believe that mental health and wellness should be a top 

priority, and I would work to expand resources and support for students who are struggling. 

I am committed to transparency and communication, and I would strive to keep students 

informed and involved in the decision-making process. I believe that collaboration and 

teamwork are key to achieving our goals, and I would work closely with other members of 

Student Government and with campus administrators to implement effective solutions. 

Ultimately, my goal is to make a positive impact on campus and to help create a sense of 

belonging and community for all students. I am excited about the opportunity to serve on 

Student Government and to work with other dedicated and passionate students to make a 

difference." 


