
Group 1 - Bible Dictionary 
You can use the material in the Bible Dictionary to enrich lessons. You might ask learners to prepare reports, 
give definitions, or even teach a segment of a lesson from the Bible Dictionary. 
 
To appreciate the enrichment that the Bible Dictionary provides, look up the word grace (page 697). Study the 
definition carefully. Then read the scripture references provided. How do these verses of scripture have greater 
significance when you ponder the definition of grace? 
 
Group 2 - Footnotes & Cross References 
When teaching a passage of scripture, you can use the footnotes and cross-references to help learners better 
understand the passage. 
 
The most common type of footnote is a cross-reference to other scripture passages in the standard works. 
These additional passages often clarify or add insight to the passage you are reading. Look up Doctrine and 
Covenants 11:21. Read the verse, and then read the passages listed in footnote b. How do these passages 
increase your understanding of the verse? 
 
Group 3 - Topical Guide 
You may want to study the Topical Guide to learn more about a lesson topic and to find scripture passages to 
use in a lesson. As part of a lesson, you could ask learners a question and invite them to use the Topical Guide 
to find answers. 
 
Turn to the Topical Guide in your scriptures and look up the word abide. Note that the names of books of 
scripture appear in bold. Scripture passages from each book follow. Each scripture passage in the list contains 
the word abide, shown by the abbreviation a. The entry also contains cross-references to other words in the 
Topical Guide that provide information on the subject.  How do these passages increase your understanding of 
the word “abide”? 
 
Group 4 - Headings & Introductory Pages 
A heading provides an overview of the chapter or section that follows. It may include information about 
doctrine, historical context, or people. 
 
Each one of the standard works has introductory pages, which contain useful background information about 
the purpose and origin of the book.  
 
What do the introductory pages to the Book of Mormon and/or Doctrine & Covenants include?  What about the 
heading of D&C 89?How could you use the headings of chapters, sections or introductory pages to enhance 
the spirit in your lesson? 
 
 
Quote #1 
President Ezra Taft Benson said: “Always remember, there is no satisfactory substitute for the scriptures and 
the words of the living prophets. These should be your original sources. Read and ponder more what the Lord 
has said, and less about what others have written concerning what the Lord has said” (The Gospel Teacher 
and His Message [address to religious educators, 17 Sept. 1976], 6). 
 
 
Quote #2 



President Gordon B. Hinckley said: “The truest source of divine wisdom is the word of the Lord in these sacred 
volumes, the standard works of the Church. Here is found the doctrine to which we must hold fast if this work is 
to roll forth to its divinely charted destiny” (in Conference Report, Apr. 1982, 67–68; or Ensign, May 1982, 45). 
 
 
Quote #3 
Luke 15:11–32 contains the Savior’s parable of the prodigal son. The Prophet Joseph Smith said that he 
gained an understanding of this parable by looking to its context: 
 
“I have a key by which I understand the scriptures. I enquire, what was the question which drew out the 
answer, or caused Jesus to utter the parable? … While Jesus was teaching the people, all the publicans and 
sinners drew near to hear Him; ‘and the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying: This man receiveth sinners, 
and eateth with them.’ This is the keyword which unlocks the parable of the prodigal son. It was given to 
answer the murmurings and questions of the Sadducees and Pharisees, who were querying, finding fault, and 
saying, ‘How is it that this man as great as He pretends to be, eats with publicans and sinners?’” (Teachings of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 276–77). 


