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INTRODUCTION

The program of studies and academic policies presented in this curriculum guide are intended to provide
each student with the best possible four-year program in the light of individual abilities, attitudes,
educational growth, and needs for the future. The development of each student's program is the result of
the student's choices along with the guidance offered by parents, teachers, and counselors. Also, certain
academic policies of the Oelwein Community School District and State of lowa must be considered. The

primary responsibility, however, lies with parents and the student in determining the direction of a
student's program of studies.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Students must successfully complete the courses required by the board and the lowa Department of
Education in order to graduate. Students must successfully complete each grade level, grades one
through twelve, and complete all the required courses of study prior to graduation as determined by the
State Department of Education and the board. It shall be the responsibility of the superintendent to
ensure that students complete grades one through twelve and that high school students complete 48

credits prior to graduation.

Graduation Requirements - Class of 2025

Subject Area RMil.limum Required Courses
equirements
English Language Arts 8 Credits 2ELA9
2ELA 10
2ELA 1l and 12
Mathematics 6 Credits Choose 6 credits from the Math courses offered
Social Studies 6 Credits 2 Modern US History
1 Behavioral Science Elective (Psychology or Sociology)
2 Government
1 Financial Lit/Econ
Science 6 Credits 1 Earth Science
2 Biology
1 Physical Science or 2 Chemistry
1 Physical Science or 2 Physics
1 Science Elective if needed to equal 6 total
PE 4 Credits Students must be enrolled in a PE course each year
1 Credit
Career Planning and Development
Contemporary Health 1 Credit
Senior Seminar 1 Credit
Electives 15 Credits **online digital citizenship is required
Total 48 Credits
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Graduation Requirements - Class of 2026

Subject Area Mir.limum Required Courses
Requirements
English Language Arts 8 2ELA 9 and 2 ELA 10
1 Intro to Communications and Speech
1 ELA 11
2ELA 12
Mathematics 6 Credits Choose 6 credits from the Math courses offered
Social Studies 6 Credits 2 Modern US History
1 Behavioral Science Elective (Psychology or Sociology)
2 Government
1 Financial Lit/Econ
Science 6 Credits 1 Earth Science
2 Biology
1 Physical Science or 2 Chemistry
1 Physical Science or 2 Physics
1 Science Elective if needed to equal 6 total
PE 4 Credits Students must be enrolled in a PE course each semester
1 Credit
Career Planning and Development
Contemporary Health 1 Credit
Senior Seminar 1 Credit
Electives 15 Credits **online digital citizenship required
Total 48 Credits
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Graduation Requirements - Class of 2027/2028

Subject Area Mir.limum Required Courses
Requirements
English Language Arts 8 Credits 2 ELA 9and 2 ELA 10
1 Intro to Communications and Speech
1 ELA 11
2ELA 12
Mathematics 6 Credits Choose 6 credits from the Math courses offered
Social Studies 6 Credits 2 Modern US History
1 Behavioral Science Elective (Psychology or Sociology)
2 Government
1 Financial Lit/Econ
Science 6 Credits 2 Earth Science
2 Biology
1 Physical Science or 2 Chemistry
1 Physical Science or 2 Physics
PE 4 Credits Students must be enrolled in a PE course each year
1 Credit
Career Planning and Development
Contemporary Health 1 Credit
Senior Seminar 1 Credit
Electives 15 Credits **online digital citizenship required
Total 48 Credits

Full time students are required to be enrolled in a minimum of 6 courses.

A student will not be allowed to graduate with fewer than 48 credits without the approval of the board.
The board shall have complete discretion to determine extraordinary circumstances. Graduation
requirements for special education students will be in accordance with the prescribed course of study as
described in their Individualized Education Program (IEP). Each student’s IEP will include a statement
of the projected date of graduation at least 18 months in advance of the projected date and the criteria to
be used in determining whether graduation will occur. Prior to the special education student’s
graduation, the IEP team will determine whether the graduation criteria have been met.
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NOTES TO PARENTS

You will find over 75 course descriptions, one for each of the courses offered to students who will be in
grades 9, 10, 11, or 12 during the school year. Parents are encouraged to contact a counselor, teachers or
administrators with any questions concerning courses.

School Counselors are available for individual appointments with parents and students when
determining the appropriate course selection. Please contact Deb Kaeppel
(dkaeppel@oelwein.k12.ia.us)

The courses requested by the students will be considered when determining the school offerings. The
school reserves the right to not offer a course if sufficient interest is not indicated. To accommodate their
personal high priority needs, students may have to select alternate courses. Therefore, students will be
allowed to change their course selection without written approval from parents.

NCAA AND NAIA ELIGIBILITY CENTERS

If you intend to participate in Division I or II athletics as a college freshman, you must register and be
certified by the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. For a list of our
school’s NCAA approved core courses, contact the guidance office. If you intend to participate in
athletics at an NAIA college, you must register with NAIA at www.playnaia.org. It is recommended
that students register by the end of their junior year.

PLAN YOUR PROGRAM

Students and parents must accept the responsibility of making careful and wise decisions. Plan your
program with post-high school objectives in mind: employment, advanced training, education, and the
rewarding use of leisure time.

Four Important Factors for Post-High School Plans
1. Your high school academic record as shown by your grades.
2. The quality of courses you have selected.
3. Results of achievement and scholastic aptitude tests.
4. Your activities in and out of school. Activities indicate how well you adjust to and work

with other people. The important point is not how many activities vou have but how well you
carry out your responsibilities in them.
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English

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 9

This freshman-year English course engages students in literary analysis and inferential evaluation of
great texts both classic and contemporary. While critically reading fiction, poetry, drama, and literary
nonfiction, students will master comprehension and

literary-analysis strategies. Interwoven in the lessons across two semesters are activities that encourage
students to strengthen their oral language skills and produce clear, coherent writing.

Students will read a range of classic texts including Homer’s The Odyssey, Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet, and Richard Connell’s “The Most Dangerous Game.” They will also study short but

complex texts, including influential speeches by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Franklin D. Roosevelt, and
Ronald Reagan. Contemporary texts by Richard Preston, Julia Alvarez, and Maya Angelou round out
the course.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 10

Focused on application, this sophomore English course reinforces literary analysis and twenty-first
century skills with superb pieces of literature and literary nonfiction, application e-resources, and
educational interactives. Each thematic unit focuses on specific literary analysis skills and allows
students to apply them to a range of genres and text structures. As these units meld modeling and
application, they also expand on training in media literacy, twenty- first century career skills, and the
essentials of grammar and vocabulary. Under the guidance of the eWriting software, students

also compose descriptive, persuasive, expository, literary analysis, research, narrative, and
compare-contrast essays.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 11

This junior-year English course invites students to delve into American literature from early American
Indian voices through contemporary works. Students engage in literary analysis and

inferential evaluation of great texts as the centerpieces of this course. While critically reading fiction,
poetry, drama, and expository nonfiction, students master comprehension and literary

analysis strategies. Interwoven in the lessons across two semesters are tasks that encourage students to
strengthen their oral language skills and produce creative, coherent writing. Students read

a range of short but complex texts, including works by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Emily Dickinson,
Herman Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Martin Luther King, Jr., F.

Scott Fitzgerald, Sandra Cisneros, Amy Tan, and Dave Eggers

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 12

This senior-level English course offers fascinating insight into British literary traditions spanning from
Anglo-Saxon writing to the modern period. With interactive introductions and historical contexts, this
full-year course connects philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of each time
period to the works of many notable authors, including Chaucer, William Shakespeare, Queen Elizabeth
I, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and Virginia Woolf. Adding an extra dimension to the British literary
experience, this course also exposes students to world literature, including works from India, Europe,
China, and Spain.
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INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNICATIONS AND SPEECH (Required 11th grade year)
Beginning with an introduction that builds student understanding of the elements, principles, and
characteristics of human communication, this course offers fascinating insight into verbal

and nonverbal messages and cultural and gender differences in the areas of listening and responding.
High school students enrolled in this one-semester course will be guided through engaging lectures
and interactive activities, exploring themes of self-awareness and perception in communication. The
course concludes with units on informative and persuasive speeches, and students are given the
opportunity to critique and analyze speeches.

EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING

This elective English course is designed to develop critical reading and writing skills while preparing
high school students to meet the demands of college-level work. While students will explore some
critical reading skills in fiction, poetry, and drama the focus of this course will be on expository and
persuasive texts and the analytical reading skills that are necessary for college success. Students will
read a range of short but complex texts, including works by Walt Whitman, Abraham Lincoln, Cesar
Chavez, Martin Luther King Jr., Langston Hughes, Julia Alvarez, Edna St. Vincent Millay, and Gary
Soto.
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MATHEMATICS

PRE-ALGEBRA

This full-year course is designed for high school students who have completed a middle school
mathematics sequence but are not yet algebra-ready. This course reviews key algebra readiness skills
from the middle grades and introduces basic Algebra I work with appropriate support. Students revisit
concepts in numbers and operations, expressions and equations, ratios and proportions, and basic
functions. By the end of the course, students are ready to begin a more formal high school Algebra I
study.

ALGEBRA 1

This full-year course focuses on five critical areas: relationships between quantities and reasoning with
equations, linear and exponential relationships, descriptive statistics, expressions and equations, and
quadratic functions and modeling. This course builds on the foundation set in middle grades by
deepening students’ understanding of linear and exponential functions and developing fluency in writing
and solving one-variable equations and inequalities. Students will interpret, analyze, compare, and
contrast functions that are represented numerically, tabularly, graphically, and algebraically. Quantitative
reasoning is a common thread throughout the course as students use algebra to represent quantities and
the relationships among those quantities in a variety of ways. Standards of mathematical practice and
process are embedded throughout the course, as students make sense of problem situations, solve novel
problems, reason abstractly, and think critically.

GEOMETRY

This course formalizes what students learned about geometry in the middle grades with a focus on
reasoning and making mathematical arguments. Mathematical reasoning is introduced with a study of
triangle congruency, including exposure to formal proofs and geometric constructions. Then students
extend what they have learned to other essential triangle concepts, including similarity, right-triangle
trigonometry, and the laws of sines and cosines. Moving on to other shapes, students justify and derive
various formulas for circumference, area, and volume, as well as cross-sections of solids and rotations of
two-dimensional objects. Students then make important connections between geometry and algebra,
including special triangles, slopes of parallel and perpendicular lines, and parabolas in the coordinate
plane, before delving into an in-depth investigation of the geometry of circles. The course closes with a
study of set theory and probability, as students apply theoretical and experimental probability to make
decisions informed by data analysis.

ALGEBRA 11

This course focuses on functions, polynomials, periodic phenomena, and collecting and analyzing data.
The course begins with a review of linear and quadratic functions to solidify a foundation for learning
these new functions. Students make connections between verbal, numeric, algebraic, and graphical
representations of functions and apply this knowledge as they create equations and inequalities that can
be used to model and solve mathematical and real-world problems. As students refine and expand their
algebraic skills, they will draw analogies among the operations and field properties of real numbers and
those of complex numbers and algebraic expressions. Mathematical practices and habits of mind are
embedded throughout the course, as students solve novel problems, reason abstractly, and think
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critically.

PRECALCULUS

With an emphasis on function families and their representations, Precalculus is a thoughtful introduction
to advanced studies leading to calculus. The course briefly reviews linear equations, inequalities, and
systems and moves purposefully into the study of functions. Students then discover the nature of graphs
and deepen their understanding of polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions.
Scaffolding rigorous content with clear instruction, the course leads students through an advanced study
of trigonometric functions, matrices, and vectors. The course concludes with a short study of probability
and statistics.

CONCEPTS IN PROBABILITY AND STATISTICS

This course provides an alternative math credit for students who may not wish to pursue more advanced
mathematics courses such as Algebra II and Pre-Calculus. The first half of the course begins with an
in-depth study of probability and an exploration of sampling and comparing populations and closes with
units on data distributions and data analysis. In the second half of the course, students create and analyze
scatter plots and study two-way tables and normal distributions. Finally, students apply probability to
topics such as conditional probability, combinations and permutations, and sets.

STATISTICS

This fourth-year high school math option provides a comprehensive introduction to data analysis and
statistics. Students begin by reviewing familiar data displays through a more sophisticated lens before
diving into an in-depth study of the normal curve. They then study and apply simple linear regression
and explore sampling and experimentation. Next, students review probability concepts and begin a study
of random variables. Later topics also include sampling distributions, estimating and testing claims
about proportions and means, and inferences and confidence intervals.

Financial Math

Connecting practical mathematical concepts to personal and business settings, this course offers
informative and highly useful lessons that challenge students to gain a deeper understanding of financial
math. Relevant, project-based learning activities cover stimulating topics such as personal financial
planning, budgeting and wise spending, banking, paying taxes, the importance of insurance, long-term
investing, buying a house, consumer loans, economic principles, traveling abroad, starting a business,
and analyzing business data. Offered as a two-semester course for high school students, this course
encourages mastery of math skill sets, including percentages, proportions, data analysis, linear systems,
and exponential functions.

Page 10



PHYSICAL EDUCATION

FOUNDATIONS OF PERSONAL WELLNESS (A and B options)

Exploring a combination of health and fitness concepts, this comprehensive and cohesive course
explores all aspects of wellness. Offered as a two-semester course designed for high school students,
coursework uses pedagogical planning to ensure that students explore fitness and physical health and
encourages students to learn about the nature of social interactions and how to plan a healthy lifestyle.

HEALTHY LIVING (A and B options)

Encouraging students to make responsible, respectful, informed, and capable decisions about topics that
affect the well-being of themselves and others, this high school course provides students with
comprehensive information they can use to develop healthy attitudes and behavior patterns. Available as
either a semester or year-long course, this informative and engaging course encourages students to
recognize that they have the power to choose healthy behaviors to reduce risks.

LIFETIME FITNESS (A and B options)

Exploring fitness topics such as safe exercise and injury prevention, nutrition and weight management,
consumer product evaluation, and stress management, this course equips high school students with the
skills they need to achieve lifetime fitness. Available as either a semester or year-long course, Lifetime
Fitness encourages students to assess individual fitness levels according to the five components of
physical fitness: cardiovascular health, muscular strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, and body
composition. Personal fitness assessments encourage students to design a fitness program to meet their
individual fitness goals.

HEALTH

CONTEMPORARY HEALTH (1st semester required for graduation) (2nd semester option)

This course examines and analyzes various health topics. It places alcohol use, drug use, physical
fitness, healthy relationships, disease prevention, relationships and mental health in the context of the
importance of creating a healthy lifestyle. Throughout the course,

students examine practices and plans they can implement in order to carry out a healthy lifestyle, and the
consequences they can face if they do not follow safe practices. In addition, students conduct in-depth
studies in order to create mentally and emotionally healthy relationships with peers and family, as well
as nutrition, sleeping, and physical fitness plans. Students also examine and analyze harassment and
bullying laws. This course covers issues of sex and gender identity, same- sex relationships,
contraception, and other sensitive topics.
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SCIENCE
BIOLOGY

This course engages students in the study of life and living organisms and examines biology and
biochemistry in the real world. This is a yearlong course that encompasses traditional concepts in
biology and encourages exploration of new discoveries in this field of science. The components include
biochemistry, cell biology, cell processes, heredity and reproduction, the evolution of life, taxonomy,
human body systems, and ecology.

EARTH SCIENCE

This course explores the scope of Earth sciences, covering everything from basic structure and rock
formation to the incredible and volatile forces that have shaped and changed our planet. As climate
change and energy conservation become increasingly prevalent in the national discourse, it will be
important for students to understand the concepts and causes of our changing Earth. Earth Science is a
two-semester course that provides a solid foundation for understanding the physical characteristics that
make the planet Earth unique and examines how these characteristics differ among the planets of our
solar system.

PHYSICAL SCIENCE

This course focuses on basic concepts in chemistry and physics and encourages exploration of new
discoveries in the field of physical science. The course includes an overview of scientific principles and
procedures and has students examine the chemical building blocks of our physical world and the
composition of matter. Additionally, students explore the properties that affect motion, forces, and
energy on Earth. Building on these concepts, the course covers the properties of electricity and
magnetism and the effects of these phenomena. As students refine and expand their understanding of
physical science, they will apply their knowledge to complete interactive virtual labs that require them to
ask questions and create hypotheses.

CHEMISTRY

This rigorous course engages students in the study of the composition, properties, changes, and
interactions of matter. The course covers the basic concepts of chemistry and includes eighteen virtual
laboratory experiments that encourage higher-order thinking applications, with wet lab options if
preferred. The components of this course include chemistry and its methods, the composition and
properties of matter, changes and interactions of matter, factors affecting the interactions of matter,
electrochemistry, organic chemistry, biochemistry, nuclear chemistry, mathematical applications, and
applications of chemistry in the real world.

PHYSICS

This course acquaints students with topics in classical and modern physics. The course emphasizes
conceptual understanding of basic physics principles, including Newtonian mechanics, energy,

Page 12



thermodynamics, waves, electricity, magnetism, and nuclear and modern physics. Throughout the
course, students solve mathematical problems, reason abstractly, and learn to think critically about the
physical world. The course also includes interactive virtual labs and hands-on lab options, in which
students ask questions and create hypotheses.

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Environmental science is a captivating and rapidly expanding field, and this two-semester course offers
compelling lessons that cover many aspects of the field: ecology, the biosphere, land, forests and soil,
water, energy and resources, and societies and policy. Through unique activities and material, high
school students connect scientific theory and concepts to current, real-world dilemmas, providing them
with opportunities for mastery in each of the segments throughout the semester.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

WORLD HISTORY

This course examines the major events and turning points of world history from the Enlightenment to
the present. Students investigate the foundational ideas that shaped the modern world in the Middle East,
Africa, Europe, Asia, and the Americas, and then explore the economic, political, and social revolutions
that have transformed human history. This rigorous study of modern history examines recurring themes,
such as social history, democratic government, and the relationship between history and the arts,
allowing students to draw connections between the past and the present, across cultures, and among
multiple perspectives. Students use a variety of primary and secondary sources, including legal
documents, essays, historical writings, and political cartoons to evaluate the reliability of historical
evidence and to draw conclusions about historical events. Students also sharpen their writing skills in
shorter tasks and assignments, and practice outlining and drafting skills by writing full informative and
argumentative essays.

U.S. HISTORY

This course examines the major events and turning points of U.S. history from the Industrial Revolution
through the modern age. The course leads students toward a clearer understanding of the patterns,
processes, and people that have shaped U.S. history. As students progress through each era of modern
U.S. history, they will study the impact of dynamic leadership and economic and political change on our
country’s rise to global prominence. Students will also examine the influence of social and political
movements on societal change and the importance of modern cultural and political developments.
Recurring themes lead students to draw connections between the past and the present, between cultures,
and among multiple perspectives.

U.S. GOVERNMENT

This course provides students with a practical understanding of the principles and procedures of
government. The course begins by establishing the origins and founding principles of American
government. After a rigorous review of the Constitution and its amendments, students investigate the
development and extension of civil rights and liberties. Lessons also introduce influential Supreme
Court decisions to demonstrate the impact and importance of constitutional rights. The course builds on
this foundation by guiding students through the function of government today and the role of citizens in
the civic process and culminates in an examination of public policy and the roles of citizens and
organizations in promoting policy changes. Throughout the course, students examine primary and
secondary sources, including political cartoons, essays, and judicial opinions. Students also sharpen their
writing skills in shorter tasks and assignments and practice outlining and drafting skills by writing full
informative and argumentative essays.

PSYCHOLOGY

Psychology will introduce students to the systematic study of the behavior and mental processes of
human means and animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena
associated with the major fields within psychology. Students also learn about the methods psychologists
use in their science and practice. The major aim of this course is to provide each student with a learning
experience equivalent to that obtained in most introductory college psychology courses.
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SOCIOLOGY

Providing insight into the human dynamics of our diverse society, this is an engaging, one-semester
course that delves into the fundamental concepts of sociology. This interactive course, designed for high
school students, covers cultural diversity and conformity, basic structures of society, individuals and
socialization, stages of human development as they relate to sociology, deviance from social norms,
social stratification, racial and ethnic interactions, gender roles, family structure, the economic and
political aspects of sociology, the sociology of public institutions, and collective human behavior, both
historically and in modern times.

ECONOMICS/FINANCIAL LITERACY

Available as either a semester or a full year, this course invites students to broaden their understanding
of how economic concepts apply to their everyday lives—including microeconomic and macroeconomic
theory and the characteristics of mixed-market economies, the role of government in a free-enterprise
system and the global economy, and personal finance strategies. Throughout the course, students apply
critical-thinking skills while making practical economic choices. Students also master literacy skills
through rigorous reading and writing activities. Students analyze data displays and write routinely and
responsively in tasks and assignments that are based on scenarios, texts, activities, and examples. In
more extensive, process-based writing lessons, students write full-length essays in informative and
argumentative formats.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
SPANISH 1

Students begin their introduction to high school Spanish with fundamental building blocks in four key
areas of foreign language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Each unit
consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary theme and grammar concept, numerous
interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and listening comprehension activities,
speaking and writing activities, and multimedia cultural presentations covering major Spanish-speaking
areas in Europe and the Americas.

SPANISH 11

High school students continue their introduction to Spanish with fundamental building blocks in four
key areas of foreign language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Each unit
consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary theme and grammar concept, numerous
interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and listening comprehension activities,
speaking and writing activities, cultural presentations covering major Spanish-speaking areas in Europe
and the Americas, and assessments.
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SPANISH IIT

In this expanding engagement with Spanish, high school students deepen their focus on four key skills in
foreign language acquisition: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. In addition,
students read significant works of literature in Spanish and respond orally or in writing to these works.
Continuing the pattern and building on what students encountered in the first two years, each unit
consists of a new vocabulary theme and grammar concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing
vocabulary and grammar, reading and listening comprehension activities, speaking and writing
activities, and multimedia cultural presentations covering major Spanish-speaking areas in Europe and
the Americas.

SPANISH IV LANGUAGE & CULTURE

Spanish Language and Culture is an advanced language course in which students acquire proficiencies
that expand their cognitive, analytical, and communication skills. The course prepares students for the
AP Spanish Language and Culture Exam. It uses as its foundation the three modes of communication
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) as defined in the Standards for Foreign Language
Learning in the Twenty-First Century. The course is designed as an immersion experience and is
conducted almost exclusively in Spanish. In addition, all student work, practices, projects, participation,
and assessments are in Spanish. The course teaches language structures in context and focuses on the
development of fluency to convey meaning. Students explore culture in both contemporary and
historical contexts to develop an awareness and appreciation of cultural products, practices, and
perspectives. In addition, students participate in a forum where they are able to share their opinions and
comments about various topics and comment on other students’ posts. The course also makes great use
of the Internet for updated and current material.

FRENCH I

Students in high school begin their introduction to French with fundamental building blocks in four key
areas of foreign language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Each unit
consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary theme and grammar concept, numerous
interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and listening comprehension activities,
speaking and writing activities, and multimedia cultural presentations covering major French-speaking
areas in Europe and across the globe.

FRENCH II

Students continue their introduction to French in this second- year, high school language course with
review of fundamental building blocks in four key areas of foreign language study: listening
comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Each unit consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new
vocabulary theme and grammar concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and
grammar, reading and listening comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, cultural
presentations covering major French- speaking areas across the globe, and assessments.
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FRENCH IIT

In this expanding engagement with French, high school students deepen their focus on four key skills in
foreign language acquisition: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. In addition,
students read significant works of literature in French and respond orally or in writing to these works.
Continuing the pattern and building on what students encountered in the first two years, each unit
consists of a new vocabulary theme and grammar concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing
vocabulary and grammar, reading and listening comprehension activities, speaking and writing
activities, and multimedia cultural presentations covering major French-speaking areas in Europe and
the Americas.

FRENCH IV LANGUAGE & CULTURE

French Language and Culture is an advanced language course in which students acquire proficiencies
that expand their cognitive, analytical, and communicative skills. The course prepares students for the
AP French Language and Culture Exam. It uses as its foundation the three modes of communication
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) as defined in the Standards for Foreign Language
Learning in the Twenty-First Century. The course is designed as an immersion experience requiring the
use of French exclusively. The online learning coach only uses French to communicate with students. In
addition, all the reading, listening, speaking, and writing is in French. The course teaches language
structures in context and focuses on the development of fluency to convey meaning. Students explore
culture in both contemporary and historical contexts to develop an awareness and appreciation of
cultural products, practices, and perspectives. The course contains a forum where students share their
opinions and comments about various topics and comment on other students’ posts. The course makes
great use of the Internet for updated and current material.

GERMAN I

High school students begin their introduction to German with fundamental building blocks in four key
areas of foreign language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Each unit
consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary theme and grammar concept, numerous
interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and listening comprehension activities,
speaking and writing activities, and cultural presentations covering major German-speaking areas in
Europe.

GERMAN II

Students continue their introduction to high school German in this second-year course with review of
fundamental building blocks in four key areas of foreign language study: listening comprehension,
speaking,reading, and writing. Each unit consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary
theme and grammar concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading
and listening comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, and cultural presentations
covering major German-speaking areas in Europe.
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Elective Courses

Multi-Occupational Cooperative Program (MOC) -ask principal for requirements

The Multi-Occupational Cooperative (MOC) Program is designed to teach students about the skills they
will need for future employment by working in a field of their interest. Students will apply for,
interview, and be employed during the semester. During this process, students will have the opportunity
to use what they learn in the classroom, on the job and further their knowledge and skills of what will be
needed for them to be able to change with the needs of the workplace. The program philosophy is based
on the 21st Century Universal Constructs. All workers must be dependable, communicate effectively,
use problem solving skills, get along with co-workers, and follow the directions. Through Career and
Technical Education programs, our students get a jumpstart into the world of work and what will be
expected of them in their future careers.

INTRODUCTION TO ART (A and B options)

Covering art appreciation and the beginning of art history, this course encourages students to gain an
understanding and appreciation of art in their everyday lives. Presented in an engaging format, Intro to
Art provides an overview of many introductory themes: the definition of art, the cultural purpose of art,
visual elements of art, terminology and principles of design, and two- and three-dimensional media and
techniques. Tracing the history of art, high school students enrolled in the course also explore the
following time periods and places: prehistoric art, art in ancient civilizations, and world art before 1400.

ART HISTORY I (A)

Introducing art within historical, social, geographical, political, and religious contexts for understanding
art and architecture through the ages, this course offers high school students an in-depth overview of art
throughout history, with lessons organized by chronological and historical order and world regions.
Students enrolled in this course cover topics including early medieval and Romanesque art; art in the
twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth centuries; fifteenth-century art in Europe; sixteenth-century art in
Italy; the master artists; High Renaissance and baroque art; world art, which includes the art of Asia,
Africa, the Americas, and the Pacific cultures; eighteenth-and nineteenth-century art in Europe and the
Americas; and modern art in Europe and the Americas.

CAREER PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT (REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION) (B is elective
option)

Introducing high school students to the working world, this year-long course provides the knowledge
and insight necessary to compete in today’s challenging job market. This relevant and timely course
helps students investigate careers as they apply to personal interests and abilities, develop the skills and
job search documents needed to enter the workforce, explore the rights of workers and traits of effective
employees, and address the importance of professionalism and responsibility as careers change and
evolve. This one-semester course includes lessons in which students create a self-assessment profile, a
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cover letter, and a résumé that can be used in their educational or career portfolio.

ONLINE LEARNING AND DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP (required elective for 02)

This one-semester course provides students with a comprehensive introduction to online learning,
including how to work independently, stay safe, and develop effective study habits in virtual learning
environments. Featuring direct-instruction videos, interactive tasks, authentic projects, and rigorous
assessments, the course prepares students for high school by providing in-depth instruction and practice
in important study skills such as time management, effective note-taking, test preparation, and
collaborating effectively online. By the end of the course, students will understand what it takes to be
successful online learners and responsible digital citizens.

BUSINESS LAW

This semester-long high school course is designed to provide students with the knowledge of some of
the vital legal concepts that affect commerce and trade, after first gaining some familiarity with how
laws are created and interpreted. Students are then introduced to the types of businesses that can be
created as well as the contractual and liability considerations that can impact a business. Laws that affect
how a business is regulated are reviewed, particularly the impact of administrative rules and regulations
on a business. Global commerce and international agreements, treaties, organizations, and courts are
discussed to get a better sense of what it means to “go global” with a business. Dispute resolution
strategies are also addressed.

ANIMAL SYSTEMS

Animal Systems is a semester-long high school course that provides students with a wealth of
information on livestock-management practices, animal husbandry, physiological systems, the latest
scientific trends, veterinary practice, and innovations in food production. Changes in practices,
regulations, and legislation for animal welfare continue as new research provides solutions to medical,
ethical, and practical concerns. The course reviews current topics, such as advancements in technology
and research, and defines areas of discussion while maintaining focus on best-management practices. A
student might use the knowledge gained from the course to further an interest in becoming a chef,
researcher, doctor, wildlife-management professional, or any number of applicable careers.

BANKING SERVICES CAREERS

Banking Services Careers is a semester-long high school course that provides an overview of how the
banking system works, what the Federal Reserve is, and the technical and social skills needed to work in
banking and related services. Students explore career paths and the required training or higher education
necessary and gain an understanding of the basic functions of customer transactions (e.g., setting up an
account, processing a loan, establishing a business), cash drawer activity, check collection processes,
and other customer service—related transactions. This course also discusses how technology has changed
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banking in the 21st century. The banking industry is responsible for many of the products that we use on
a daily basis, from checking and savings accounts to debit cards, credit cards, and loans.

CONSTRUCTION CAREERS

Construction Careers is a semester-long course that introduces high school students to the basics of
construction, building systems, engineering principles, urban planning, and sustainability. Students learn
the key techniques in building all types of buildings, as well as the key individuals involved in each step
of the process. Many lessons present information on green building techniques and concepts that are
becoming a standard part of the construction industry. Safety practices are emphasized in several lessons
because construction is one of the most dangerous industries; students learn that there is no way to be
successful in construction without taking such issues seriously. Lessons in this course also explore
regulatory agencies and guidelines established for protecting not only construction workers but also the
occupants of a building.

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN

This semester-long course focuses on building real-world problem- solving and critical thinking skills as
students learn how to innovate and design new products and improve existing products. Students are
introduced to the engineering design process to build new products and to the reverse engineering
process, which enables engineers to adjust any existing product. Students identify how engineering and
design have a direct impact on the sustainability of our environment and the greening of our economy.
Finally, students incorporate the engineering design process, environmental life cycle, and green
engineering principles to create a decision matrix to learn how to solve environmental issues.

ENGINEERING AND PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

This semester-long course provides an overview of the concepts of product engineering and
development. Students analyze the life cycle of a product to prepare a product for distribution and for
target markets. The course begins with building an understanding of the product life cycle, from the
initial idea to drafting requirements to using 3-D modeling tools and other design tools. The final unit
focuses on assembling the pieces within a project plan to achieve a product and evaluating the plans for
a successful product launch. In addition, the course provides information about the different careers
available to students interested in engineering, product development, and project manage.

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

Family and Community Services is a high school semester-long course that introduces applications
within professions related to family and community services. Students identify degree and credential
requirements for occupations in this pathway and identify individual, social, historical, economic, and
cultural context to increase awareness of family and community services. Students develop the abilities
necessary to evaluate and identify a range of effective communication strategies and skills for
establishing a collaborative relationship with others. Students also complete a variety of projects to
apply their skills and knowledge. Units are divided among career fields: Social Workers, Emergency
Management and Planners, Therapists and Treatment Specialists, Education and Childcare.
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FOOD PRODUCTS & PROCESSING SYSTEMS

Agriculture, food, and natural resources are central to human survival and civilization. The
development, use, and stewardship of natural resources to create food products have a long and
ever-changing timeline. This semester-length high school course that explores the history and evolution
of food products, along with the processing methods that have arisen to feed an ever-growing world
population. Students study specifics in a wide spectrum of food product topics, from early methods of
preservation to technological advancements in packaging, regulations in labeling, and marketing trends.
Students learn industry terminology in each area of the overall system, from “farm to fork™ to vertical
integration to smart packaging.

FORENSICS: USING SCIENCE TO SOLVE A MYSTERY

Forensics: Using Science to Solve a Mystery is a semester long high school course that overviews
modern-day forensic science careers at work using science concepts to collect and analyze evidence and
link evidence to the crime and suspects in order to present admissible evidence in courts of law. Projects
in this course include simulated crime-scene investigation, actual DNA separation, development of a
cybersecurity plan, and the identification of specific forensic skills used during the course of a very large
murder case. The focus of this course is to assist students in making career choices. The overview of
careers includes job descriptions and availability, educational and training requirements, licensing and
certification, and typical annual salaries. Students who take this class will become equipped to make
more informed career choices regarding the forensic, computer science and medical science fields. At
the same time, students will survey the history and scope of present-day forensic science work

HEALTH SCIENCE CONCEPTS (A and B options)

This year-long course introduces high school students to the fundamental concepts of anatomy and
physiology—including the organization of the body, cellular functions, and the chemistry of life. As they
progress through each unit, students learn about the major body systems, common diseases and
disorders, and the career specialties associated with each system. Students investigate basic medical
terminology as well as human reproduction and development. Students are introduced to these
fundamental health science concepts through direct instruction, interactive tasks, and practice
assignments. This course is intended to provide students with a strong base of core knowledge and skills
that can be used in a variety of health science career pathways.

INTRODUCTION TO AGRICULTURE, FOOD, AND NATURAL RESOURCES

This semester-length high school course introduces students to the basic scientific principles of
agriculture and natural resources. Students recognize and research plant systems, animal systems,
government policy, “green” technologies, agribusiness principles, and sustainability systems. In this
course, students apply understanding of ecosystems and systems thinking to the management of natural
resources to maximize the health and productivity of the environment, agriculture, and communities.
Students also analyze community practice or policy development related to sustainability in agriculture,
food, and natural resources. Finally, students apply adaptive ecosystem management to a common pool
resource problem in a manner that addresses ecological, socioeconomic, and institutional contexts.
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INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS (A and B options)

In this two-semester introductory course, students learn the principles of business using real-world
examples—Ilearning what it takes to plan and launch a product or service in today’s fast- paced business
environment. This course covers an introduction to economics, costs and profit, and different business
types. Students are introduced to techniques for managing money, personally and as a business, and
taxes and credit; the basics of financing a business; how a business relates to society both locally and
globally; how to identify a business opportunity; and techniques for planning, executing, and marketing
a business to respond to that opportunity.

INTRODUCTION TO CAREERS IN ARCHITECTURE AND CONSTRUCTION

The goal of this semester-long high school course is to provide students with an overview of careers in
architecture and construction in order to assist with informed career decisions. This dynamic, rapidly
evolving career cluster is comprised of three pathways (fields): Design and Pre-Construction
(Architecture and Engineering); Construction (Construction and Extraction); and Maintenance and
Operations (Installation, Maintenance, and Repair). The Architecture and Construction career cluster is
defined as careers in building, designing, managing, maintaining, and planning the built environment.
The built environment encompasses all zones of human activity—from natural conservation areas with
minimal human intervention to highly dense areas with tall skyscrapers and intricate highway systems to
suburban cul-de-sacs. The interrelated components that make up the built environment are as varied and
unique as the professionals who help shape it.

INTRODUCTION TO CAREERS IN EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Introduction to Careers in Education and Training is a semester- long course that introduces students to
the field of education and training, and the opportunities available for early-childhood through adult and
continuing education. Students gain an understanding of the career options available in teaching,
administrative work, and support services. They also explore the education and background experience
needed to succeed in these careers. Students learn about the evolution of the modern educational system
in the United States, and the policies and laws that govern educational institutions. They also discover
the similarities and differences between the ethical and legal obligations of working with adults versus
working with children.

INTRODUCTION TO CAREERS IN FINANCE

Introduction to Careers in Finance is a semester-long course that provides the fundamentals of the
financial services industry in the United States and explores the jobs and career opportunities that the
industry offers. Course units address a broad set of services in the industry including finance overview,
financial services, securities analysis, investments, principles of corporate finance, banking services, risk
management, and insurance.

INTRODUCTION TO CAREERS IN GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
This semester-long course provides students with an overview of American politics and public
administration, including how political institutions and public management systems at the local, state,
and federal levels exercise supervisory authority and maintain accountability. Students explore the
foundations of the U.S. government, the separation of powers, the federal civil service system, and the
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relationship between the government and state and local officials. Students learn about politics in the
United States and the electoral process, political attitudes and opinions, and American political parties.
Students explore the structure of U.S. federal governmental institutions, the nature of bureaucracy, and
the functions of the three branches of government. Students also learn about policy making in the
American government, including discussions of foreign and defense policies.

INTRODUCTION TO HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

This semester-long course focuses on human growth and development over the lifespan, as well as
careers that help people deal with various physical, intellectual, and socioemotional issues, such as
physicians, nurses, nutritionists, substance abuse counselors, clergy, teachers, career counselors,
psychologists, and psychiatrists. The course provides a background in human growth and development
from before birth, through childhood, into adulthood, and through death and grief. It gives the student
perspective and highlights where people in the caring professions are most needed. Students who take

this course will come away with a broad understanding of all the careers that help people from birth to
death.

INTRODUCTION TO CAREERS IN TRANSPORTATION, DISTRIBUTION, AND LOGISTICS
This semester-long course introduces students to the complicated world of commercial transportation.
Students undertake an overview of the fields of transportation, distribution, and logistics, learning the
differences between the fields and the primary services provided in each. Students learn how
warehousing, inventory, and other associated businesses impact the economy, which includes the
advantages and disadvantages of automation on employment. Students learn about the history of
transportation including. Students examine the fields that serve to support and manage transportation
systems. Lastly, the role of technology and technological development on transportation-related
businesses is addressed.

INTRODUCTION TO CONSUMER SERVICES

In this semester-long course, students analyze various career paths in terms of employment opportunities
and educational requirements, such as hard and soft skills, certifications, and licensures for different
pathways. Developing research, analytical, and presentations skills are key components. This course is
designed as an overview to prepare students for a consumer services-related career and to introduce
them to specialty areas. Emphasis is placed on the human services aspect (vs. corporate concerns) of
consumer services. Social issues and advocacy, as well as ethics and legalities, are a recurring theme.
Students gain knowledge of current issues affecting various consumer services professions, and the
impact of local, state, national and global issues on consumer services.

INTRODUCTION TO HEALTH SCIENCE (A and B options)

This high school course introduces students to a variety of healthcare careers, as they develop the basic
skills required in all health and medical sciences. In addition to learning the key elements of the U.S.
healthcare system, students learn terminology, anatomy and physiology, pathologies, diagnostic and
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clinical procedures, therapeutic interventions, and the fundamentals of medical emergency care.
Throughout the course, instructional activities emphasize safety, professionalism, accountability, and
efficiency for workers within the healthcare field.

INTRODUCTION TO HUMAN SERVICES

This semester-long course introduces high school students to the possibilities for careers in the human
services professions. Through anecdotes, lessons, and a variety of assignments and projects, students
learn about the broad variety of jobs available in the human services. These begin with entry-level
positions, such as associate social workers, that require a two-year Associate of Arts degree. Students
also learn ethics and philosophies of the helping professions. The history of the profession, as well as the
impact of the cultural, social, and economic environment on individual people, especially those who
need social services assistance, is also explored.

MARKETING AND SALES FOR TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY

This semester-long course is designed as an introduction to the study of tourism and hospitality
marketing and sales. Students are introduced to marketing theory and application of the basic principles
of marketing as applied in hospitality and tourism. The relationship between marketing and other
functions such as advertising, sales techniques, and public relations to maximize profits in a hospitality
organization is addressed. Students have an opportunity to explore this multifaceted world, identifying
multiple career paths and opportunities.

PERSONAL CARE SERVICES

Personal Care Services introduces high school students to a variety of careers in the following areas:
cosmetology (including hairstyling and haircutting, esthetics, manicuring, makeup, and teaching) and
barbering (including cutting and styling of hair and facial hair and manicuring for men); massage
therapy, teaching body-mind disciplines (yoga, Pilates, and the martial arts), and fitness (general
exercise classes and acting as a personal trainer); and mortuary science (embalming and funeral
directing). The semester-long course teaches students about what each career entails and the education
and training they need to become credentialed in various career specialties. In addition, about half of the
course is devoted to teaching knowledge associated with the various professions, so that students can get
a feel for what they should learn and whether they would like to learn it.

SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT

Scientific Discovery and Development is a semester-long high school course that explores the history of
clinical laboratory science, learning how clinical laboratories evolved and became professionalized, and
how scientific discoveries and breakthroughs fueled the development of the laboratory while the
sub-disciplines in biology were advancing. Students learn about the circulatory system and about
microbiology and the subfields within it. Cells and tissues, cell division and basic genetics is also
addressed. This course covers the three major areas in bioresearch: biotechnology, nanotechnology, and
pharmaceutical research and development. More than two dozen career fields are explored along the
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way including laboratory techs, phlebotomists, and pathologist assistants. Students learn what is
necessary in the areas of education and credentialing with an idea of the job outlook and salaries.

CAREER EXPLORATIONS (A and B options)

This course prepares high school students to make informed decisions about their future academic and
occupational goals. Through direct instruction, interactive skill demonstrations, and practice
assignments, students learn how to assess their own skills and interests, explore industry clusters and
pathways, and develop plans for career and academic development. This course is designed to provide
flexibility for students; any number of units can be selected to compris

COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES (A and B options)

This course is available as both an elective and a CTE course. Students will explore the foundations of
computer science using videos, hands-on activities, programming, investigations, and projects. They will
experience much of what computer programmers do in planning, developing, testing, and refining
software. Security is a key topic, and students will learn techniques for recognizing and guarding against
security threats. Every unit has two to three projects, giving students the opportunity not only to write
programs, but also to develop security policies, analyze real-world data, solve network problems, plan a
mobile app, and more. Interwoven throughout the course are spotlights on a wide variety of careers and
roles in computer science

DUAL ENROLLMENT OPTIONS

(Must attend in person for these course options)
Link to courses
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uMasHIyFm030LgbUy6eE0iGW6WHqj6gy6pUyEU5W800/edit

