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Abstract:: 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, a pivotal figure in India's history, was not only a champion of social justice but also a remarkable 

educationist and economist. His contributions to the fields of education and economics have significantly shaped the 

modern Indian state. Ambedkar’s educational philosophy was grounded in his belief in the transformative power of 

education as the key to social and economic mobility. His economic vision aimed to create an egalitarian society by 

addressing systemic inequalities. This paper explores Ambedkar's role as an educationist and his economic vision, with a 

focus on his advocacy for education as a means of social and economic empowerment.  
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Introduction: 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, a jurist, social reformer, 
parliamentarian, educationist, with a clear economic 
vision, contributed to the shaping of the Indian 
Constitution. His tireless advocacy for social equality and 
justice continue to inspire generations. As a brilliant 
educationist and economist, his economic thoughts and 
policies focused on the upliftment and securing the rights 
and dignity of the marginalized communities in India, for 
his personal experience with discrimination, combined 
with his intellectual brilliance, drove him to reform the 
social and economic structure of Indian society. 
Ambedkar’s economic vision was centered on the creation 
of a just society that would give equal opportunities to all 
citizens, particularly the marginalized and 
underprivileged. His educational philosophy emphasized 
the importance of intellectual development as a tool for 
overcoming oppression and achieving economic 
independence. The relationship between education and 
economic upliftment has been widely studied across 
disciplines such as economics, sociology, and 
development studies. Education is widely seen as a 
powerful tool for improving individual livelihoods and 
fostering broader economic development. Scholars have 
long recognized that education can break the cycle of 
poverty, promote upward mobility, and stimulate 
economic growth.  

Review of Literature: 

In this review, we will examine the scholarly perspectives 
on Ambedkar’s educational vision, economic policies, 
and the link between the two.  

 

Ambedkar’s Educational Philosophy and Its Role in 

Social Emancipation: 

Several scholars have explored Ambedkar’s views on 
education as a primary instrument for social 
emancipation. Venkatesh (2014), Ambedkar’s approach to 
education was grounded in the belief that it is not merely 
a tool for acquiring knowledge but also for breaking down 
the oppressive structures of caste-based discrimination. In 
a similar vein, academic work by Zelliot (2013) talks 
about Ambedkar's advocacy for universal access to 
quality education thus providing it as an intellectual tool 
to challenge the status quo, besides fostering critical 
thinking in his vision of empowerment. Desai (1987) 
provides an important perspective on Ambedkar's belief 
in the transformative potential of education for social 
mobility, as the only weapon capable of dismantling the 
hierarchical social structures that underpinned caste-based 
oppression.  

Economic Vision and Social Justice: A Mixed 

Economy Approach: 

Das (2002), viewed the caste system as an economic 
mechanism that controlled production and wealth 
distribution, perpetuating poverty and inequality. N. K. 
Bose (1967) Ambedkar advocated for land reforms, labor 
rights, and social welfare policies to address caste-based 
economic inequalities, promoting a mixed economy 
where both the private sector and state worked together to 
foster development and social equality. Nagaraj (2000), 
involved a delicate balance between capitalism and 

20 | Page 
 



INTERNATIONAL EDUCATIONAL APPLIED RESEARCH JOURNAL (IEARJ)  
Volume 01, Issue 01, Oct 2017 

E-ISSN: 2456-6713 

socialism, recognizing the importance of industrialization 
while ensuring that economic growth did not exacerbate 
social inequalities.  

The Link Between Education and Economic 

Empowerment: 

Ghurye (1952) argues that Ambedkar saw education not 
just as an individual asset but as a collective tool for 
societal transformation leading to national development. 
Aziz (1993), explores the significance of higher and 
technical education in Ambedkar's framework, 
emphasizing that these forms of education were critical 
for the economic empowerment of Dalits and other 
socially excluded groups. Deshpande (1997) points out 
Ambedkar’s vision of education, ‘as the key to liberation’ 
and integral to his broader agenda for economic justice. 
Education provided the skills and intellectual capacity 
needed to break the cycle of poverty, while economic 
reforms—such as land redistribution and the 
establishment of workers' rights ensured that these 
educated individuals could secure a livelihood and 
participate fully in the economy.  

“Education is a weapon of creation of mental and 
educational development, weapon of eradication of social 
slavery, of economic development, of political freedom”.   

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, one of India’s foremost social 
reformers, has long been recognized for his contributions 
to the political and social spheres, particularly in his 
advocacy for the rights of marginalized and his role in 
drafting the Indian Constitution. However, one of 
Ambedkar's most enduring legacies is his advocacy for 
education as a fundamental tool for economic upliftment, 
particularly for the marginalized and oppressed 
communities in India.  

Ambedkar: Education as a Tool for Social 

Emancipation: 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar saw education as a powerful tool for 
social upliftment, believing it to be the key to overcoming 
social and economic inequalities, particularly for 
marginalized communities such as Dalits. He understood 
that true empowerment could only be achieved through 
accessible education, which was not only about sending 
children to the school but keeping them connected to the 
school till they get basic literacy. Ambedkar further 
emphasises that education is not only about basic 
education but about developing critical thinking, skills, 
professional expertise, social responsibility among 
citizens—elements essential for the functioning of a 
healthy democracy. 

Ambedkar strongly advocates for technical and higher 
education as essential for the economic and social 
advancement of oppressed communities. During the 
inventions of Bombay University Amendment Act, he 
suggested that the fundamental foundation of the 
university is to provide facilities for bringing the highest 
education to the doors of needy and bright students of all 

sections of society. He believed that education could 
break the shackles of caste-based discrimination, which 
was deeply embedded in Indian society, and that without 
it, marginalized groups would remain trapped in cycles of 
poverty and social subjugation. For Ambedkar, education 
was a cornerstone of social reform, providing individuals 
the tools to challenge societal norms, break free from 
historical stigmas, and build self-respect, confidence, and 
independence. 

Ambedkar’s vision of education was inclusive and 
universal, ensuring that Dalits and other disadvantaged 
communities had access to quality schooling. He fought 
against caste-based discrimination in educational 
institutions and pushed for state-funded education to 
remove financial barriers for the poor.  

As a member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council, 
Ambedkar played a critical role in advocating for 
educational reforms, ensuring separate schools for Dalit 
children, and promoting education for the 
underprivileged. He was committed to creating 
institutions that would offer quality education to those 
who had historically been denied its access. This led to 
the establishment of organizations like the People’s 
Education Society (PES) in 1945, which aimed to 
promote education for socially disadvantaged 
communities, and institutions such as Milind College in 
Aurangabad and Siddharth College in Mumbai came up. 

For Ambedkar, education was not just a means of 
acquiring knowledge but a tool for self-emancipation, 
self-reliance, and social equality. He believed that an 
educated populace would be the driving force behind 
social change, leading to the upliftment of individuals and 
the nation as a whole. Education, organization, and 
agitation were the three pillars of his self-respect 
movement, which empowered marginalized communities 
to rise against injustice and demand their rightful place in 
society. 

 

Ambedkar: 
 Economic Vision: 
Ambedkar’s economic vision was rooted in social 
democracy and in his belief that economic empowerment 
through education was essential for the liberation of the 
oppressed. His views on economic policy were influenced 
by his understanding of the relationship between caste, 
poverty and lack of higher/skill-based education in India. 
Ambedkar’s economic thought can be categorized into 
three key areas: his critique of the caste system as an 
economic system, his economic policies for social justice, 
and his vision of a mixed economy. 

Economics of Caste: 
Ambedkar’s critique of the caste system was limited not 
only to its social implications, but had its economic 
dimensions also. He believed that the caste system was an 
exploitative economic system that systematically deprived 
lower-caste individuals of access to land, wealth, and 
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resources. The lower castes, particularly the Dalits, were 
relegated to menial jobs and denied the right to own 
property, which perpetuated a cycle of poverty and 
dependency. Ambedkar argued that the caste system was 
an economic tool used by the upper castes to maintain 
their dominance over rest of the society. 

Economic Policies for Social Justice: 
Ambedkar’s economic policies were driven by the need 
for social justice. He proposed a series of reforms aimed 
at breaking the economic barriers created by caste-based 
discrimination. One of his key recommendations was land 
reforms, including land redistribution to ensure that 
marginalized communities had access to land and 
resources. He also advocated for the establishment of 
labour unions and the protection of workers' rights, 
recognizing that economic exploitation was a central issue 
for the marginalized classes. Ambedkar’s economic 
policies were aligned with the principles of social 
democracy, which called for an active role of the state in 
ensuring economic equality and social justice. He 
emphasized the importance of public investment in 
infrastructure, education, and healthcare to uplift the 
marginalized communities. 

Mixed Economic Model: 

Ambedkar’s economic vision was characterized by a 
nuanced approach that sought a balanced integration of 
capitalism and socialism. He understood the significance 
of industrialization and economic growth for national 
development but firmly believed that such progress 
should not undermine the principles of social justice. 
Ambedkar advocated for a mixed economy, where both 
the private sector and the state would play pivotal roles in 
driving economic development. However, he emphasized 
that state intervention was necessary to ensure that wealth 
was distributed equitably, and that economic growth 
benefitted all sections of society, particularly the 
marginalized and downtrodden communities. As a 
staunch advocate of industrialization, Ambedkar 
recognized its potential to boost India's economy, but he 
also highlighted the importance of agricultural growth in 
shaping a sustainable future. He strongly believed in 
prioritizing investment in agriculture, which he 
considered the core of India's economy, while also 
supporting industrial growth to complement it. In his 
1918 paper Small Holdings in India and Their Remedies, 
Ambedkar identified the fragmentation of land as a 
critical challenge to Indian agriculture. He proposed the 
collectivization of land and the establishment of 
cooperative farming as viable solutions to improve 
agricultural productivity and efficiency. Moreover, as a 
member of the Viceroy's Executive Council from 1942 to 
1946, Ambedkar championed significant labour reforms. 
He introduced groundbreaking laws to regulate working 
hours, establish minimum wages, and ensure social 
security for workers, reflecting his deep commitment to 
improving the conditions of labourers and securing their 
rights within the economic frameworkTop of FormBottom 
of Form 

Ambedkar’s Educational Philosophy: An Important 
Tool for Economic Empowerment 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s advocacy for education and his 
economic vision are deeply intertwined, both serving as 
essential pillars for the empowerment and upliftment of 
marginalized communities, particularly the Dalits. For 
Ambedkar, education was not just a tool for acquiring 
knowledge, but a vehicle for social emancipation and 
economic advancement. He recognized that without 
education, the oppressed would remain trapped in cycles 
of poverty, denied the opportunities for economic 
mobility and social recognition. Education, according to 
Ambedkar, could break the shackles of caste-based 
discrimination and provide the necessary skills, critical 
thinking, and professional expertise that marginalized 
communities needed to thrive in an evolving economy. 

His economic vision, rooted in the principles of social 
justice, relied on access to quality education as a 
cornerstone for creating a more equitable society. 
Ambedkar’s belief in a mixed economy, where both state 
intervention and private enterprise coexist, was 
complemented by his push for educational reforms that 
ensured the oppressed had access to higher and technical 
education. This access was not just about securing 
individual success, but about fostering the collective 
economic empowerment of marginalized communities. 
Education, for Ambedkar, was the key to challenging the 
status quo, disrupting social hierarchies, and enabling 
economic participation. 

Through his support for land reforms, labour rights, and 
the establishment of educational institutions, Ambedkar 
envisioned an integrated approach where education served 
as the foundation for economic policy aimed at social 
justice. His push for educational access and his broader 
economic policies sought to create a system where wealth 
and opportunities were more evenly distributed, ensuring 
that the marginalized could break free from the systemic 
barriers imposed by caste and poverty.Top of Form 

Bottom of Form 

Conclusion: 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s contributions as both an 
educationist and economist were foundational to his 
vision of a just and egalitarian society. His belief in 
education as a tool for social liberation and economic 
advancement, particularly for Dalits and marginalized 
communities, remains deeply relevant today. Ambedkar's 
economic policies focused on social justice, land reforms, 
and the protection of workers' rights, offering a blueprint 
for reducing inequality and fostering inclusive growth in 
modern economies. 

As a visionary leader and principal architect of the Indian 
Constitution, Ambedkar recognized the transformative 
power of education in nation-building. He saw education 
as the key to overcoming social oppression, especially for 
marginalized communities, and emphasized its role in 
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empowering individuals to achieve social status, 
economic betterment, and human and political rights. 

Ambedkar’s vision of education and economic 
development are inseparable. Education provides the 
critical tools for the economic empowerment of the 
oppressed, while economic reforms ensure equitable 
distribution of the benefits of progress. Ambedkar’s 
enduring legacy lies in his understanding that when 
education is accessible and inclusive, it becomes a 
powerful force for social and economic justice, driving 
society toward a more egalitarian and prosperous future. 
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