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Henry could feel his heart hammering in his chest as he stared over an endless sea of coral
into the abyss below. Everything in this area was wrong, the fact he could breath underwater? Wrong,
the fact that it seemed whole new species of dragons existed? Also wrong. The fact that the elders of
these new species were corrupted? Also wrong! Yet so, so excited. He wanted to drag them home
and study them, but there were a few issues with that. First, he was smaller than they were which
meant they were much stronger than he was and could easily send him flying into rocks. Then
secondly, they had lost their minds and were rampaging due to the corruption.

“Ugh, it smells horrible down here.” Cassian hissed under his breath as a small celestial feline
was perched on his shoulder.. He was looming overtop of Henry, peering down into the Abyss as well
with the wings that sprouted from his eyes folding and unfolding unhappily. They were standing on the
top of a bright and colourful cliff, a place that gave the illusion of peace and joy as a number of
different corals were sprawling along it- The sunlight that was filtering in through the water made
everything feel so bright but it was right next to a dropoff, and there was nothing but a sense of gloom
in the drop-off. There was not a single fish to be found, even though the rock surface that went down
was right next to the coral reef not a single bit of coral was growing. It was empty, desolate, nothing
but water and rock. “It smells like something is rotting- why do | have to be here? You have whats his
name. You have Mr. Big bright and glowing over there, he’s better at this than | am. You wanna cure
them? Have him do it!”

Henry scowled as he heard this. Indeed, he had brought someone else and Henry looked over from
the winged ravager towards the imperial sapiere that was next to him. Vincent was a stronger healer,
but he was also an unknown. Henry was less so here to cure them, as much as to merely try to calm
them down enough to where he can drag them elsewhere to be tested. What if they had a sense of
morals and tried to stop him? What if they decided they didn’t like the corruption and destroyed it
entirely? Cassian was the safer bet. Cassian had loose morals.

“Ohhh, nooo... He doesn't like that thought.” A low voice rumbled from behind him and Henry could
feel his fur bristle.

“Oh shut it Lawrence.” There was one other dragon who was joining them on these expeditions-
Lawrence. Another large Sapiere, but not one Henry wanted there. He was also messed up with the
same corruption as the Leviathans below- except he was someone Henry couldn’t even begin to
dream of touching. He was also someone that Henry had seen swallow other dragons whole without a
moment’s hesitation, then spit them back out as black globs. The large angora simply smiled at him
and it made the tobiano’s skin crawl but he looked away, to look back down into the endless expanse.

Two of the Rayfin elders that had been corrupted were hiding in it's darkness. Alusaru and one that
was nameless but noted to resemble a dragonfruit. Everyone merely called them Dragonfruit, both
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them were of bright pink colorations and even from the distance Henry was occasionally seeing a
flicker of light. It would only last for a second, a small glimmer of an eel- and then it would vanish.

Cassian merely snorted at the small discourse and leaned forward to descend off of their rocky cliff.
“Then you shouldn’t have brought him to begin with if you didn’t want him to cure them-" Cassian
grumbled as he passed by Vincent and Henry. The feline that had been on his shoulders was quick to
jump off, going from Cassian’s back onto Vincents. The golden imperial didn’t seem to mind the
discourse surrounding him, instead he merely unfurled his wings to follow Cassian and once more the
feline jumped to leave Vincent and now climb onto Henry. The two healers were leaving Henry and
Lawrence behind and the large angora curled up around the much smaller sapiere.

“If you want something that they can’t give you... you could always ask me.” He pointed out softly. I
can give anything.”

Henry didn't listen, instead he wriggled out of the hold of the dragon to quickly follow Vincent and
Cassian, leaving Lawrence alone up top as he was now the companion to the cat. It curled up on his
back fur to stare down into the darkness, as it didn’t seem to want to go down there even if that's
where its owner had gone. They much preferred being uptop, it suited them unlike Lawrence.
Lawrence would have matched with the abyss, but his form stood out as a stark difference from the
colourful landscape.

The further down they went, the darker things became. It grew hard to differentiate the black ocean
from the dark rocks- but the furtherer down they went there was one thing that became more and
more clear. Eels. There were glowing eels, a set of three that were swimming near the large body of a
Rayfin whose body was shining hollow. Their ribs and heart were clearly visible and they had been the
only source of light in the void until Vincent had arrived. “That one is Alusaru” Henry whispered out.

At the sound of his voice their head whipped around to stare. Eyes were glowing gold in the darkness,
sending a chill up his spine. That was one of them alright, and for the moment it stared blankly, but
only for a minute. It's jaw unhooked and an eye shattering scream filled the space, threatening to
break his eardrums as it rushed forward. Henry’s own scream joined with the rayfin elders, and if it
wasn’t for Vincent he would have been caught up in their jaws. His life was flashing before his eyes
and a chase was quick to ensure. He had been the one to talk, and so he was the one that was
targeted- and while they were swift underneath the water Henry was bogged down by the water and
found it difficult to move freely. He would have died had it not been for Vincent. The golden Sapiere
was turning around to grab at the jaws of the pink angora Rayfin, trying to keep their mouth from
closing around either him or Henry. A Henry who was quickly now trying to scramble away to a safe
distance because in the frenzy two things slipped his mind. The first, is that there was not only one
Rayfin down here. The second, Cassian was also supposed to be down there.

In the darkness, left alone after Vincent and Henry had tried to escape the massive jaws of Alusaru,
Cassian found himself face to face with Dragonfruit. The pink plated Rayfin was quieter than their
companion, and while Alusaru had screamed like a banshee they were deadly silent. If it wasn’t for
the fact that Cassian didn’t understand the world around him through sight he would have been
caught unaware and snapped in half- but he had noticed the pain and corruption sneaking up behind
him and felt the danger.

He had turned around just in time to escape those jaws. But just as Henry found himself bogged
down, Cassian too found it difficult to flee. His multitude of wings flapped uselessly in the water as he
turned, continually moving to avoid Dragonfruit by inches. “Hey— Vincent?? Henry?? Hello— Where did
you two go- Dammit you weren’t supposed to leave me with one of them alone!” He shouted and
yelped as his side was bashed into by the Rayfin.



Instead of trying to escape this time he reached out to grab a hold of the nub on their horns. Clinging
to it as they thrashed around and he held on for dear life. It was just the corruption acting up, the
corruption is what was making them so violent and Cassian knew that. Closing his eyes he tried to
draw on his magic to attack the corruption, having the light seep into the dragon and listening as the
first sound came from them. They screamed, a hollow sound that joined with the scream of Alusaru
who was similarly caught in the throws of Vincent.

Lawrence watched from above as the battle raged on while a smile crossed his features.. Cassian
was successfully starting to pick away at the corruption of Dragonfruit, as was Vincent- however
Vincent was having the small yells of Henry joining suit. “Wait- Wait no you can’t remove it all! Leave
some! Let me get a fin-” They were crying out and Lawrence tilted his head. Henry really should have
just asked him. If he wanted to get a piece of the rayfins instead of curing them, he would have been
far better at doing so.

“Should I help, with the next one?”
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