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Classroom 
Observation 

Clarification Students…                                                Teacher…. 

1.​ The 
Content 

Was the lesson coherent (i.e. did the 
plans, modes of teaching and 
assessment provide a consistent learning 
pathway for pupils)? Did the classroom 
activities provide opportunities for 
students to become knowledgeable, 
flexible and resourceful disciplinary 
thinkers?  
What tasks did pupils engage in? Did the 
student teacher assess how those tasks 
influence student learning? How did the 
student teacher react to this in their 
teaching?   

2. Cognitive 
Demand 

To what extent did learners have 
opportunity to grapple with new 
knowledge and/or concepts and make 
sense of new ideas? 
Were learners challenged in ways that 
provided room and support for growth in 
their knowledge? (i.e. difficulty ranging 
from moderate to demanding or 
conducive to “productive struggle”) 
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3. Equitable 
Access to 
Content 

To what extent did classroom activities 
invite and support the active engagement 
of all pupils in the classroom with the 
core content being addressed in the 
lesson? Were all students involved in 
meaningful ways (not just a small number 
of students getting “air time”)? 

 

4. Agency, 
Ownership and 
Identity 

How were pupils provided with 
opportunities to contribute to 
conversations about disciplinary ideas, to 
build on others’ ideas and have others 
build on theirs in a way that develops 
their agency as learners, their ownership 
over the content and the development of 
positive identities as thinkers and 
learners?  
 

 

5. Formative 
Assessment 

To what extent did classroom activities 
elicit pupils’ thinking and subsequent 
interactions? To what extent did the 
teacher respond to pupils’ ideas and 
build on productive beginnings with also 
addressing emerging 
misunderstandings?  

 



 


