
 

Sound Bite 
Week 2: LowKey Cool 

May 4, 2025 
 

1. Introduction 

●​ May the 4th humor and light-hearted welcome. 
●​ Personal movie preference (Forrest Gump) and transition to ministry 

anecdote.​
 

2. Personal Story 

●​ Early ministry in college with very low attendance. 
●​ Use of Matthew 18:20 for encouragement. 
●​ Acknowledgment of misinterpretation of the verse.​

 

3. The Misapplication of Matthew 18:20 

●​ Common but incorrect application: God’s presence in small groups. 
●​ Correction: God's presence is constant through Christ, not group size. 
●​ Proper context: reconciliation, not group validation.​

 

4. The True Context of Matthew 18:20 

●​ The passage is rooted in reconciliation and church discipline. 
●​ Goal of Matthew 18 is healthy church culture through low-key, personal conflict 

resolution. 
●​ Misunderstanding the passage undermines its relational purpose.​

 

5. Biblical Framework for Reconciliation (Matthew 18:15-17) 

●​ Step 1: Private rebuke​
 

○​ “Rebuke” means a thoughtful, prayerful confrontation. 
○​ Goal is reconciliation, not condemnation.  



 

●​ Step 2: Small group involvement​
 

○​ Two or three witnesses validate facts, not form a bias group. 
○​ Offense must be an actual sin, not a personal slight or preference.​

 
●​ Step 3: Involvement of the church​

 
○​ Church steps in when private attempts fail. 
○​ Always done with love and intent to restore.​

 

6. Purpose and Posture in Church Discipline 

●​ Motivation must be love, not vindication or punishment. 
●​ Primary offense is to God, not just interpersonal hurt. 
●​ Unity in the body depends on confronting sin properly.​

 

7. The Larger Context of Matthew 18 

●​ Parable of the Lost Sheep (preceding) and the Unforgiving Servant (following). 
●​ Scriptural sandwich points to God’s heart for reconciliation and grace. 
●​ Emphasizes humility and empathy, especially for the offended.​

 

8. The Meaning of “Two or Three Gathered” (Matthew 18:18-20) 

●​ Binding and loosing reflect heaven’s agreement with a Spirit-led church. 
●​ God’s presence in decisions made with integrity and truth. 
●​ Reaffirms that spiritual authority exists when grounded in Scripture and unity.​

 

9. Conclusion 

●​ Discipline and love must go hand in hand. 
●​ Reconciliation is the heart of Jesus for His Church. 
●​ Final exhortation to pursue unity and restoration with humility and love.​
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