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SMILE Surgeons Bring Advanced Training and 
Precision to Every Procedure 

 
The technology behind SMILE eye surgery gets a lot of attention, but the surgeon operating that technology 
matters every bit as much to your outcome. Advanced training shapes how a surgeon interprets your 
measurements, calibrates your treatment plan, communicates your options clearly, and handles anything 
unexpected during the procedure itself. Here is what that training actually involves and why it matters for 
Oklahoma City patients evaluating where to have SMILE performed. 

What Does Advanced Training Involve for SMILE Surgeons? 
Advanced training for SMILE surgeons typically starts with general ophthalmology residency, followed by 
focused fellowship training specifically in refractive and corneal surgery. That fellowship period involves 
hands-on experience with complex cases under close supervision, well beyond the exposure a general 
residency provides on its own.  
 
Surgeons also train specifically on the femtosecond laser technology used for SMILE, since operating this 
equipment safely and precisely requires familiarity that develops through repeated, supervised practice. This 
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layered training process is why fellowship-trained refractive surgeons are considered a distinct category from 
ophthalmologists who perform SMILE occasionally alongside a broader practice. 

How Fellowship Programs Build Surgical Precision 
Fellowship programs build precision by exposing surgeons to a higher volume and greater variety of cases 
than most would encounter in general practice during the same timeframe. Programs like Durrie Vision are 
known specifically for concentrating on advanced laser vision correction, giving fellows repeated experience 
with complex prescriptions, irregular corneas, unexpected complications, and cases requiring careful judgment 
calls.  
 
That concentrated exposure tends to translate into a surgeon who has already seen and handled a wide range 
of scenarios before ever treating patients independently. Patients benefit from that accumulated experience 
even in straightforward cases, since a surgeon comfortable with complexity tends to bring more confidence to 
routine procedures as well. 

Does Ongoing Education Matter After Fellowship? 
Yes, ongoing education matters significantly, since refractive surgery techniques and technology continue 
evolving well beyond what any single fellowship program can cover. Surgeons who stay active in professional 
organizations, attend conferences, engage with current research, and connect regularly with peers in the field 
tend to bring more current knowledge to each patient's treatment plan.  
 
Leadership roles within organizations focused on refractive surgery specifically indicate a surgeon who 
remains connected to the field rather than relying solely on training completed years earlier. Asking a surgeon 
how they stay current after fellowship is a reasonable question that reveals more than credentials alone. 

What Leadership Roles Reveal About a Surgeon's Standing 
Leadership roles within professional organizations tend to reflect recognition from peers within the field, not 
only self-reported expertise on a practice website. A surgeon serving on an executive committee for an 
organization focused on refractive surgery specifically has typically demonstrated expertise recognized by 
other surgeons in the same specialty.  
 
That kind of peer recognition carries weight because it comes from people qualified to evaluate surgical skill 
and knowledge firsthand, rather than from marketing alone. Patients researching a surgeon's background can 
look for these kinds of professional leadership roles as one indicator among several worth weighing. 

How Precision Translates Into Patient Outcomes 
Precision translates into patient outcomes through more accurate treatment planning and more careful 
handling of complex cases, which together lower the likelihood of needing adjustments after initial healing. A 
surgeon with advanced training and consistent practice tends to catch subtle factors during your evaluation, 
like slight corneal irregularities, that a less experienced provider might overlook.  
 
That attention during the planning stage, before the laser ever activates, is where much of the precision 
advantage actually shows up. Patients often assume outcomes come down entirely to the procedure itself, but 

Page 2 



the evaluation and planning that precede it carry significant weight in the final result, often more than patients 
realize until they ask a surgeon to walk them through it directly. 

The ClearSight Difference for OKC SMILE Patients 
Dr. Luke Rebenitsch's training reflects every layer of the advanced preparation described above, including a 
WCRS Fellowship that places him among the top 3.33 percent of refractive surgeons nationwide and additional 
fellowship training at Durrie Vision. His ongoing leadership role on the RSA executive committee keeps him 
engaged with current developments in refractive surgery well beyond his original training.  
 
Combined with more than 35,000 procedures performed over 50 years in business, ClearSight offers 
Oklahoma City patients a surgeon whose credentials extend from formal training through ongoing professional 
involvement. That full picture, not any single credential alone, is what ClearSight points to when patients ask 
what sets its team apart. 
 
If a surgeon's training and ongoing involvement in the field matter to your decision, ClearSight's Oklahoma City 
office is a straightforward place to ask detailed questions about both. A consultation with Dr. Luke Rebenitsch 
covers his background alongside your own candidacy and treatment plan. Reach out to ClearSight to learn 
more about the training behind your procedure.​
 

Company Description 
With decades of combined expertise, the team of board certified vision correction surgeons and highly skilled medical staff 
at ClearSight LASIK in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma are dedicated to making sure your LASIK experience with us is 
comfortable, enjoyable, and most importantly, life-changing!​
 

Contact Details 
ClearSight LASIK & Lens Oklahoma City 
7101 Northwest Expy Suite 335, Oklahoma City, OK 73132 
(405) 733-2020 
Website: https://www.clearsight.com/procedures/smile-lasik/  
Google Site: https://sites.google.com/view/clearsight/smile-eye-surgery-okc  
Google Folder: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MMkgk8u7MFBfVc3Wwqft3nNM3NfAlhnB?usp=sharing  
​
 

Recommended Resources 
https://mgyb.co/s/MCBqL 
https://mgyb.co/s/PnIVB 
https://mgyb.co/s/GdfCn 
https://mgyb.co/s/tcnlh 
https://mgyb.co/s/ZArTI 
https://mgyb.co/s/QgfjQ 
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