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Prelude 
Why we banned Duty - a brief explanation: 
 
Running a server requires trust, integrity, and responsibility, especially from those in leadership positions. Unfortunately, Duty violated 
that trust in ways that left us no choice but to remove her from the staff team and ban her. We know this decision impacts the 
community, and we want to be fully transparent (aside from the forums post frost made). 
This megadoc is a compilation of all the evidence that led to our decision. It includes Discord chats, reports from other staff/players, 
and some other info so that everyone understands exactly what happened. Some sections have context added to help you, the 
reader, understand what’s happening. The order of events in this document is intentional, and if read out of order likely will not make 
sense. 
Parts of this document are written in the first person. I, Nether_Ruler, compiled this document in tandem with melaniebeedot and any 
first-person verbiage is referencing myself (again: Nether). 
If you have any questions after looking over this document, feel free to reach out to a staff member. We appreciate you taking the 
time to read this, and, as always, we appreciate your support in keeping HomeTown an amazing community to be a part of. 
 
- Nether_Ruler, melaniebeedot, and the rest of the HomeTown Staff 
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The Beginning: Grief of esptree’s Resource Mine 
On January 11th, 2024, Duty deliberately mined out the walls of the mine that esptree built in the resource world. The following 
screenshots provide evidence of her actions, including her complaints from several months later about player-built structures in the 
resource world, her claims that they create unnecessary work for the staff team (and Essayjinx’s subsequent request to just ‘leave 
[jinx] to worry about it,’), CoreProtect rollback logs showing the mine’s destruction, and chat logs of esptree confronting her about it.  
 
May 21st, 2024: 
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January 11th, 2024: 
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esptree confronting Duty (still January 11th, 2024) 
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The Ban of hansiwansii 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Staff members do not moderate players’ private messages. Certain staff ranks see them, yes, but they are not 
policed unless the situation calls for us to do so (real world crimes, players admitting to x-raying/hacking, etc.). Staff members are not 
permitted to ban players for chat violations made in private messages/party chats. 
 
hansiwansii 
On May 28th, 2024, a player by the IGN of “hansiwansii” joined the server. This player placed a few dirt blocks in another player’s 
area and was teleported to spawn after 30 seconds of not responding to Duty making a comment regarding not griefing. Below is a 
screenshot of the console log from this interaction and the subsequent ban for saying “BITCH” in a private message. 

 
The player then immediately made a ban appeal, shown below, which I had seen the following morning and messaged Duty about it 
(also shown below). 

https://hometownmc.com/forums/showthread.php?tid=6384
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This ban appeal was never responded to and was locked. 
 
A bit over two weeks later, the player made another ban appeal, listing the original ban reason in the “reason for your ban” section, 
and was then told that “That’s not even the correct reason for ban,” as Duty had since updated the ban message since I messaged 
her about it, and the thread was then locked. 

https://hometownmc.com/forums/showthread.php?tid=6390
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The player then made a third ban appeal titled “ban appeal for anyone to reconsider,” with the new ban message and was railroaded 
for a third time and subsequently banned from the forums for “Spam ban appeals which you do not even have the option of." (the ban 
has since been reversed, which is why hansiwansii’s forums name is not struck through). 

https://hometownmc.com/forums/showthread.php?tid=6391
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The Ban of .LagrangeLaplace 
On July 10th, 2024, a player by the name of .LagrangeLaplace joined the server. Below you’ll find the entirety of their time on the 
server. 
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The player was then banned for 
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Context for the Next Section: My Promotion to Admin and Duty’s Original 
Dissent 
Following Guy’s message suggesting my promotion to Admin (seen and explained in the next section), Duty says, “The same nether 
who permanently banned a kid on the forum for using the forum? Until I question it and get flamed for it.” This is in reference to a 
forums ban I placed on a player named StaleIsland3230. StaleIsland3230 had been necroposting and otherwise spamming the 
forums, and I had banned them for it, which Duty had questioned. Questioning bans is within protocol for staff, and it is not unheard 
of. Below is screenshots of this interaction. This is the entirety of the interaction that Duty states she got “flamed for.” The rest of the 
interaction is between myself and Uber and is not included. 
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Confrontation Regarding My Promotion, esptree’s Resource Mine, and 
the Bans of hansiwansii/.LagrangeLaplace 
Some context: the evening July 10th, 2024 I brought forward concerns of mine regarding esptree’s mine and the bans of 
hansiwansii/.LagrangeLaplace to two Admins, UberDeathBunny (Uber) and thatguy3339 (Guy), laying out before them all the 
information that you have read up to this point. I had reached out to a third Admin after my original conversation with Duty regarding 
her hansiwansii ban, but nothing came of it, and I had felt that since this behavior was now becoming a pattern, the others on the 
Admin team should know. 
Also on July 10th I was put forward in the Admin-only chat to be considered for a promotion to Admin. 
Further, separate context: the starting screenshots for this section include two scenarios. The first of which being Duty talking in the 
admin chat regarding having issues with esptree being promoted to Mod, a topic of conversation that would typically involve current 
mods as well (the way promotions work here are as follows: all staff vote on bringing in a new Guardian. Mods+Admins vote on 
promoting a Guardian to Mod. Admins vote on promoting a Mod to Admin). The conversation then switched into her asking “Why is a 
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mod handling such a serious ban of the two players?” The mod in question is me, and the serious case in question is referring to a 
pair of bans/private appeals for an infraction on the server. 
Some more minor context: The Admin-only chat is named “ninth circle of hell,” the Mod+Admin chat is named “super secret staff 
chat,” and the main staff chat with all staff ranks is named “Staff Chat.” 
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August 13th, 2024. Following my promotion, I had read back through some of the messages, and saw 
Duty’s offer for me to take over top voter. 
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Conversations with Other Players: Boar 
 
The following screenshots feature a 2 month long dialogue between Duty and Boar, a player on 
HomeTown, who approached staff with concerns when he felt uncomfortable with the things he 
had been asked to say and do. The dialogue begins roughly 2 weeks after Duty chose to step 
down to Vacation rank, and ends in mid November when Duty stops all communications with the 
player after finding out he has reported to staff.  
 
Context inserts have been provided for clarification, where parts of the conversation reference 
things that happened outside of the conversation, in other parts of the discord, on the server, or 
in DMs with other people. 
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Conversations with Other Players: Teivel 
The following messages encompass a variety of conversations between Duty and another player from HomeTown, Teivel.  
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October 19th, 2024 
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Teivel talks about declining staff if they were ever given the opportunity because they don’t think their jokes would fly, Duty makes it 
about herself and mentions the “Bring Back Duty” campaign 
October 20th, 2024 
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Refers to staff as “kids in a playground.” Tells the player that we have no reason to remove her 
and that it’s just because “[we] don’t like [her]” because she objects to our “stupid ideas.” 
Instructed player to send a message to frost and what to include. 
October 25th/27th, 2024 
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“Got bored messaging [frost]” Suggested that we had no real reason to keep her on Vacation and were just ‘hiding behind the sofa’ 
waiting for her to give up. She decides to log in every day to drive Mel crazy. 
October 27th, 2024 
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Overdramatized not getting a thank you for her wb to Mel. Sent even more dramatic message to frost. States that Ben quit because 
“he had enough of it all.” Then tells player that the fight is keeping her alive and that it’s been “a lot of fun watching it all fall apart.” 
The real reason Ben stepped down is attached in a screenshot from Mel on the right. 
October 29th, 2024 
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November 7th, 2024 
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Proposes the conjecture that Mel softmutes her sometimes. “Heard that [we] are desperately looking for more staff” 
November 1st, 2024 

 



 
122 

The following are screenshots of a conversation I had with the player.  
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Conversations with Other Players: frostVINCENT. Part 1: 
Conversation Prior to Duty’s Demotion. 
 
This conversation that Frost had with Duty began as Frost wanting to speak with Duty before 
she returned to the staff team, to address the issues that had come up before she chose to step 
down to Vacation rank, to make sure these issues wouldn’t continue after she returned to the 
staff team. The first screenshot is November 11th, 2024, Part 1 continues through January 19th, 
2025. After that, Frost directs Duty to have a conversation with Melanie to sort out the rest of the 
issues. Then after Duty’s demotion, she resumes conversation with Frost on January 26th, 
2025, in the next section labeled “Conversations with Other Players: frostVINCENT. Part 2: 
Conversation Post Duty’s Demotion.” 
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Part 1: 
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Conversations with Other Players: Melanie 
 
This conversation that Melanie had with Duty began as instructed by Frost, after he had finished 
talking with Duty about the issues that had come up before Duty chose to step down to Vacation 
rank.  
 
Context inserts have been provided for clarification, where parts of the conversation reference 
things that happened outside of the conversation, in other parts of the discord, on the server, or 
in DMs with other people. 
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Conversations with Other Players: frostVINCENT. Part 2: 
Conversation Post Duty’s Demotion 
 
The following screenshots make up the remainder of the DMs between Frost and Duty, after Mel 
spoke with Duty and after Duty was demoted from staff Vacation rank back to her player voting 
rank, starting January 26th, 2025. 
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The following is still from March 3rd: 
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Conclusion 
The creation of this document was not something that was taken lightly. Every piece of evidence outlined here came after 
considerable discussion and review of what was presented to us. As staff, it is our foremost duty to protect the integrity of the server 
and ensure it remains a safe and welcoming space for ALL players, other staff included. Duty’s repeated actions, as you’ve read in 
this document, demonstrated a pattern of behavior that was wholly incompatible with those values and with the responsibilities 
expected of a staff member. 
 
Writing this document was a necessity. No one on the team wanted things to end this way, but when someone in a position of power 
repeatedly violates trust, manipulates others, and damages the very community they were meant to protect, we can’t just stay 
passive. Duty’s actions weren’t just isolated mistakes, they were consistent and harmful choices that betrayed the staff team and 
playerbase alike. Leadership is a privilege, not a right, and when that privilege is abused, consequences follow. 
 
We know that removing a long-time staff member can be confusing to those not directly involved. We made this document available 
to you all to be transparent, to show our reasoning, and to hold ourselves accountable within the community. No one is above the 
rules, ourselves included, and leadership comes with the expectation of SETTING an example, not breaking it. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read through this. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to reach out. 
 
- Nether_Ruler, melaniebeedot, and the rest of the HomeTown Staff 
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