Consolidate duplicate URLs with Canonical tag

o=]

@ What’s the goal? i Why does it matter?
Make sure Google Index each page as It is not good from an SEO-perspective if
unique and avoid Duplicate Content. Google has to index more than one version of

the same page. Search engines will have
difficulties while crawling your website.

B2 What'’s the result? 2} When do you do this?

Google doesn't index more than one URL for  As soon as you put your website online and
the same Landing Page. then on a regular basis.

Any special requirements? 2 Who should do it?

N/A. Pearson in charge of managing your website.

<~ Where this is done: Using the ScreamingFrog or Sitebulb apps to spot the potential issues.
And also with Yoast-SEO Plugin for Wordpress to easily fix this in your blog.

-
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Let’s hunt for “Duplicate” URL & Content and fix
with the proper use of Canonical tag

58| <meta name="twitter:creator" content="EMoz'">

50| <meta name="twitter:title" content="SE0 Software, Tools &amp; Resources for Smarter Marketing'>

&0 | <meta name="twitter:description” content="Backed by the largest community of SEOs on the planet, Moz
61 | <meta name="twitter:image" content="https://moz-static.s3.amazonaws.com/cms/ 800x800_crop center-cent
g2 | <meta name="twitter:image:width" content="800">

&3 | <meta name="twitter:image:height" content="B00">

&4 | <meta name="google-site-verification" content="chSe80_ PxsxsISJaPjTi2fNnSZcyMM-uVrSTVIJXIT4">

&5 | <link href="https://moz.com/" rel="canonical"> -‘
e8| «link href="https://moz.com/" rel="home">

g7 | =link type="text/plain" href="/humans.txt" rel="author">

e8| =link href="https://moz.com/" rel="alternate" hreflang="x-default"></head>

Environment setup:

ScreamingFrog software installed on your computer.

Sitebulb software installed on your computer.

Yoast-SEO Plugin installed on your website (If you are using Wordpress).
We recommend that you use Google Chrome browser to navigate the web.


https://www.google.com/chrome/

Checking your URLs Canonical tag manually

° Open your website in the browser.
° Right-click on any free space of your page and select “View page source”.
S

2020. user's Blog!

dPress and Auspicious

° You will be redirected to the page that will show you the source code of your website.

s:/§gandahaar92twitch.com

1t="widthedevice-width, initial-scale=1" />

another WordPress site</title
t="Just another WordPress site”
max-snippet:-1, max-image-p

snippet:-1, max-image-pr

\: 5://schema
0 :“Inegedbject”, /#1ogo”, " SnLengusge™:"
ndahaard?twitch. 1" :"httn://eandahaara;
° Press “Ctrl + F’ on your keyboard. A search box will appear.
X
° Type in “canonical’ within the search box.

canonica ! ~ W x

° “Canonical’ will highlight in the source code and your canonicalised URL will be next to



<link rel="canonical" href="|https://seobuddy.com| />

If you don’t see this tag in the source code of your page, then please follow the instructions of
this SOP to automatically add Canonical on Wordpress website using Yoast SEO Plug-In.

If you’re not using Wordpress and have this issue, then you have to discuss that with your
webmaster to make sure he addresses this problem.

Adding Canonicals with Yoast SEO-Plugin

If you have Yoast-SEO Plugin installed on your Wordpress site it will automatically add
canonical URLs for all content that has been marked for indexing by search engines. You can
easily check for those canonical URLs using the method provided in the previous part of this
SOP.

If for some reason, you want to change the canonical URL settings, you can check the post
related to this topic on the official Yoast Website here.

If you are not using Yoast-SEO Plugin, then you will have to run your website using SiteBulb or
ScreamingFrog, to check if some of the pages might not have the canonical tag.

If this is the case, proceed to the next part of this SOP.
Checking your URLs with ScreamingFrog
Installing ScreamingFrog software

° Go to ScreamingFrog website.
° Click on “Download” under “SEQO Spider Tool".


https://yoast.com/help/canonical-urls-in-wordpress-seo/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/

SEO Spider Tool

We develop the industry leading Screaming Frog SEQ Spider
software, trusted by thousands of SEOs and SEQ agencies
worldwide for technical SEQ audits. Download for free, or buy

a licence for additional features.

= &

° The website should automatically detect what operating system you are using. In our
case this is Windows OS. Click on “Download now”. If for some reason you use a different
operating system than detected, select it by clicking on “Using a different operating system?”
below.

Looks like you're running ...

Windows

Download now
il I

)

I Using a different cperating system? I

° ScreamingFrog software will start to download.

ScreamingFrogSE. exe 2
165/417 MB. 15 secs left

° After downloading, click on software you just downloaded.

° Choose “Default’ and press on “Install’.



[B] Screaming Frog SEOQ Spider Setup: Choose Inst...  — »

Chaose installation type.

'::' Custom

Cancel

° When you see “Completed”, you can click on “Close”.

g], Screaming Frog SEO Spider Setup: Completed —

- ;’-Cumple‘:ed
o

Checking your URLs redirects and canonicals

° Open “ScreamingFrog SEO Spider’ software.

[

Screaming Frog 5EOQ
Spider

° Wait for it to open.



Initialising components

° “Accept’ End User Licence Agreement.

& End User Licence Agreement (EULA) x

0 Please read this EULA carefully, as it sets out the terms and conditions upon which we =

license our Software for use.

Before you use the Software, we ask you fo give your express agreement to the terms
and conditions of this EULA.

If you do not agree to this EULA, you must not use the Software for any purpose
whatsoever.

1. Definitions and interpretation
11 In this EULA:

“Computer” means a desktop, notebook, netbook or similar computer owned by and in
the control of the Licensee;

“Effective Date" means the date when the Licensee agrees to the terms and conditions of
this EULA, as detailed in the preamble to this EULA;

“EULA” means this end user licence agreement (including the preamble), and any
amendments to it from time to time:

“Force Majeure Event” means an event, or a series o gl events, that is outside the

° Make sure that required settings are enabled by clicking on “Configuration” then on
“Spider”.

File Configuration Modlég Bu

° Make sure that “Craw/” and “Store” boxes are checked next to the “Canonical’ option in
the “Crawf’ tab. (If you are using the free version it will be automatically checked and any
selection will be prohibited like in our case, for paid user all options can be adjusted).



Note: These options are only available to lcensed users.

° Exit setting and enter your website URL.

 Untited - Screaming Frog 520 Spder 12,1 - o x

Reports  Stemsps  Visslsations  Crawl Anshysis  Licence  Help

= o]

Internal | External  Security URL _ Page Tities H1|H2 Content| >  Overview  Site Structure Respons
Yl - @a = 5| ¥ Sunmary
Total URLS Encountered: 0
Address Content

Totl Internsl Blocked by robotsx:C
Tota Extemal Blocked by robots s
Total URLs Cravied: 0
Tota Internal URL: 0
Total Extemal URLs 0

¥ SEO Elements

Selected Cells: O Filter Total: 0

Selected Cells: 0 Total: 0
URL Details | niinks | Outinks | Image Details | Resources | Dupiicate Details | SERP Snippet | Rendered Page | View Sour( =

Spider Mode: ldle

° Wait for the software to crawl your website.

e — - Fuanmsimiss | Pide Phecsmbiees | Pl

° Click on “Start”.

° After that, you will be presented with a table of your URLs.



% http-gandahaardZtwitch-com - Screaming Frog SEO Spider 13.1 — ]

File Configuration Mode BulkExport Reports Sitemaps Visualisaions Crawl Analysis  Licence  Help

Sareming

Internal | External  Security = Response Codes URL Page Titles  Meta Description | Meta Keywords H1 H2 Content | - Overview  Site Structure Respol

¥ A =N E 1 & 2 Eport y -| |7 Summary
— - - e = Total URLs Encountered: 43
ress Content +
1 hitp:igandahaard2iwitch.com/ Y Total Internal Blocked by robots.
2 hitps:figandahaard2iwitch.com/ text/himi; charset=UTF-8 2 Total External Blocked by robots.
3 hitps:figandahaard2iwitch.com/wp-content/themes/auspicious/ivendorbeniumia007/backdr... application/javascript 2 Total URLs Crawled: 42
4 hitps:figandahaar92iwitch com/wp-contentthemes/auspicious/style.cssver=1.0.0 texticss 2 Total Internal URLs: 20
5 hitps:iigandahaard2iwitch.com/author/user/ text/himi; charset=UTF-8 3
6 hitps:iigandahaard2witch comicategoryluncategornized! texthimi; charset=UTF-8 2 Total External URLs: 14
7  hitps:figandahaard2iwitch.c i ima lose.png d.ic.Zeid3echAv.png image/png 2 ¥ SEQ Elements
&  hitps:/igandahaar92iwitch.com/wp-content/themes/auspicious/vender/beniumia07 ackdr... |text/css A ¥ Internal
9 hitps:iigandahaard2iwitch com/2020/04/29/new-name/ texthiml; charset=UTF-& 2
10  hitps:iigandahaard2iwitch com/wp-includes/jsijqueryljquery js?ver=1.12 4-wp applicationfjavascript 2
11  hitps:/igandahaard2iwitch.com/bitnamifimagesixcorner-logo.png.pagespeed.ic.6TukXqDiL... image/png 2 HTML (7
12 hitps:/igandahaarg2iwitch. comiwp-includes/js/wp-embed.min.js?ver=5.4.2 application/javascript 2 JavaScript (5)
13 hitps:/igandahaard2iwitch.com/wp-includes/js/jquery/jquery-migrate.min js?ver=1.4.1 applicationfjavascript 2
14 hitps:figandahaard2iwitch comMp—conlenh’lhemes«'auspiciwsrvendormenumlaoo}'mackc{} texticss 2
15  hitps:/igandahaard2iwitch.com/itnamifindex himl text/himi; charset=UTF-8 2
= o
° Choose the “Canonicals” tab.
Content  Images C%m‘llt:nl‘l Pagination Directives
° By doing this you will be able to check all canonicals URLs from your site.
Address Occurrences Indexability Indexability Status
1 hitps:iigandahaard2iwitch.com/ 1 Mon-Indexable Canonicalised
2 hips:igandahaard2iwitch comicategory/uncategotized/ 1 Indexable
3 hiips:igandahaard2iwitch.com/2020/04/29/new-namef 1 Non-Indexable Canonicalised
4 hiips:iigandahaard2iwitch. comibitnamifindex. htmi 0 Indexable
5  hiips:/igandahaard2iwitch.comi2020/04/ 0 Non-Indexable neindex
° From the right-hand overview you will be able to get more specific information about

canonicalised URLs with additional filters.

¥ Canomicals
All (53) (100,00%)

Contains Canorical (3) (6000%

Self Referencing (1) (2

ICancm'uﬁsed 2740 EIU?":‘,II

Missing (2] (40.00%)

Multiple (0) (0,00%)
|Nnn-lndmb'le Cancnical 107 1000 I




For additional information about all the filters and how to create reports if any needed for adding
canonical URLs, you should check ScreamingFrog article.

Checking your URLs with Sitebulb software
Installing Sitebulb software

° Go to the Sitebulb website.
° Click on the “Try Sitebulb for Free” button.

The website auditing tool for
SEO consultants and agencies

Sitebulb isn't just a website crawler.

It analyses data from an SEO perspective,
guiding you though the process of delivering
actionable website audits to your clients.

Try Sitebulb for Free

° Choose “Download for Windows” or “Download for Mac” depending on your OS.



https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/how-to-audit-canonicals/
https://sitebulb.com/

Start Your Free Trial

Download and launch Sitebulb now, to start your fully featured
14 day free trial.

28 Download For Windows

[Z] Download For Mac

“Sitebulb.exe” software will start to download.

E'-il" Sitebulb.exe

320/199 ME. 1 min left

Double click on “Sitebulb.exe” after downloading to start software installation.

Click on “Next".

<> Sitebulb Setup x

Welcome to Sitebulb Setup
Wizard

The Setup Wizard will install Sitebub on your computer. Click
Next to continue or Cancel to exit the Setup Wizard.

= -

Choose a directory for your software installation and press on “Next”.



o Sitebulb Setup - %

Select Installation Folder
This s the folder where Sitebulb wil be installed. | J

Advanced Instaler -

I.
° Click on “Install’.
<2 Sitebulb Setup x
Ready to Install Lo
The Setup Wizard s ready to begin the Sitebub installation A J
-«
Click Instal to begin the installation. If you want to review or change any of your
installation settings, dick Back, Click Cancel to exit the wizard,
Advanced Irstaber -
[ <Bak | Cancel

° Wait for the installation to finish.



<> Sitebulb Setup x

I
Installing Sitebulb v
-

Please wait while the Setup Wizard installs Sitebub. This may take several
minutes.

Status: Configuring Sitebulb

And then click on “Finish”.

o> Sitebulb Setup

Completing the Sitebulb Setup
Wizard

Click the Finish button to exit the Setup Wizard.

Cancel

Now open installed Sitebulb software.



P

Sitebulb

° Now you must “Create a new free account’. You have to type in your “First Name” (1),
“Last Name” (2), “Email’ (3) and also check the box next to the EULA agreement (4).

Sign In or Create a Free Sitebulb.com Account (/) Siteb“lb

| Sign into an existing account

® Create a new free account why? Al Vicbcite Cirand
etter Website Crawler

First Name
1 For More Comprehensive Audits
s And Exceptional Reports
Last Name
Email

3
Please tick this box to confirm you agree to Sitebulb’s privacy policy ang 4
EULA, o
TL:DR - we don't share your data ar
emails. We will however send you product m
software successfully.

==

d vou marketing
ages to help you use the

° After you fill in with your data, click on “Register”.

=

° Now you have to verify your account. As the message below says.



Please verify your account

Your account has been created and we've sent you an email. Please follow the email instructions and verify your
account. Once completed, you'll be able to login and start using the power of Sitebulb.

Close

You should find “Welcome to Sitebulb!” email in your mailbox. Open it.
[0 +¢ noreply Welcome to Sitebulb! 'EIAh:tinn required: confirm account)

Then click on “Confirm Your Account’.
Thanks for signing up for Sitebulb! We're very excited to have you on board.

To get started using Sitebulb, please confirm your account and create your
password (this link will expire in 24 hours).

Confirm Your Accm!“'\t

Now you have to pick a “Password” and set three security questions.




Password
Confirm password

To help us deliver a better user experience and tailor Sitebulb for you, please can
you answer the following questions:

What is your main role?

Please select

Where do work?

Please select

How much SEQ experience to you have?

Please select

Confirm & Create Password

After that, click on “Confirm & Create Password’.

Password

Confirm password

To help us deliver a better user experience and tailor Sitebulb for you, please can
you answer the following questions:

What is your main role?

| work in house A
Where do work?
Search Engine Optimisation w

How much SEQ experience to you have?

0 to 6 months v
Confirm & Cre‘:ﬂe Password

You will be granted with “Thanks for signing up” message.




%faés /a/' Sig/ng up

° Now you can go back to Sutebulb software.

Checking your URLs Redirects and canonicals

° Go back to Sitebulb software, now you can “Sign In” with your newly created credentials.

Sign In or Create a Free Sitebulb.com Account (/) SftebUIb

. Sign into an existing account

Email
A Better Website Crawler

krystian@secbuddy.com
For More Comprehensive Audits

Password
And Exceptional Reports

BERRREIRRR R

Forgotten yvour password? Click here to get a new one:

| Please tick this box to confirm you agree to Sitebulb’s privacy policy and
EULA.

TL;:DR - we don't share your data and we won't send you marketing
emails. We will however send you product messages to help you use the
software successfully.

) Create a new free account why?

° Click on “Start Free Trial’



Hey Krystian, welcome to Sitebulb!

Since this is your first time using the software, you qualify for a free trial!

Start Free Trial

° After a short introduction click on “New Project’ in the upper left corner.

+ rlchprquct T

° Star a new project by entering its “Project Name”.

Create a New Project

Add a project name and website start URL below. Projects are the way inwhich website audits are organised in Sitebul

Give your project a name that makes sense (e.g. Example Ltd - Dev Site, or Example Ltd - International Audit).

Project Name @ Enter 3 unique .’Iﬂ'-.rI'p.rZ’n name for this project

° Then enter your website URL into the “Start URL” box. (Remember to choose http:// or
https:// accordingly).

Start URL@ https:ff =

° Check “Forms authentication required’ box if your website requires signing in in order to
access the content.

If the website uses a username/password form in order to access the content, you will need to tick

https:// = www.gandahaar9, e 2 : :
| this box to add login credentials so that Sitebulb can crawl the website.

Forms authentication required &

° Click on “Save and Continue”.



° Wait for Sitebulb to prepare your audit settings.

Sitebulb is checking the website configuration, to help you setup your audit correctly,

Please wait...checking URL status

° After that, you should set “Audit Type” and “Crawler Type” as below. (It should be set that
way automatically but check it before proceeding).

Crawler Settings for http://3.121.218.83/

Audit Type Standard Audit ol B4

Crawler Type HTML Crawler (Fastest - does not execute JavaScript) o ?

Forms authentication required @

) You can add some additional data for your audit but for the purpose of this SOP and its
topic we will stay with “Page Resources” as it is all what you need.

Select from the options below to add additional data to your audit:

c ;
[ |international r
[l jamp »
[ |cooste Anaiytics .
| 1focst sesrch consote ,
) Check the box next to the “Crawl Website” under “Select URLs sources to Audit’ section.

Select URLs sources to Audit

[« Crawl Website




° Click on “Start Now”.

° Then wait for the audit to complete.

Owerall Audit Progress Completion 33%

Crawl Progress - Crawling Website

° After completion, choose “URL Explorer’ on the upper bar.

Audit Overview All Hints @ Link Explorer  Site Visualisations = PDFReport BulkExports XML Sitemap Generator G Google Drive

° There you will find a table with all of the crawled URLs.

URL Crawi Stat Scheme = i Host ©
= | hittp/3.12121883/ [N Success & http Not Found
= | hitpy/3.121218.83/2020/04/ Success & http Not Found
= | hitp:/3.121218.83/2020/04/29/new-name/ Success & nttp Not Found
= hitpi/3.12121883/author/user Redirect & http Not Found
= hitei/3:121218834 EIWilc-eawebp Success & http Not Found
= | hitpy/3.121.218.83/bitnaml/index html Success & nttp Not Found
= | hitp:/3:121218.83/bitnami/logo.png Success & hitp Not Found
= hitpy/3.121218 83/category/uncategorized/ Success & http Not Found
= | hitpy/3.121218 83/comments/feed/ Suceess & nttp Not Found
= hitpy/3.12121883/faviconico Success & http Not Found
= | hitp/3.121218.83/feed/ Success & http Not Found
= | hitpi/3:121.218.83/phpmyadmin Forbidden & nttp Not Found
= hitpi/3.12121 P ick Success & http Not Found
= http/3:121218.83A 7, N Success & hitp Not Found
= hitp:/3:12121883/ 00 Success & http Not Found
= httoy/3.121218.83/wp-conter 00 is/navi Success £ hitn Nof Found

° Now you have to look at similar URLs and check if they are successfully redirected. (You
can see that in the column on the right side of an URL like on the screenshot below).

https://getbenonit.com/portfolio/auspicious Redirect

https:/fgetbenonit.com/portfolio/auspicious/ Success

° To make your search easier you can sort results by clicking on “Indexable Status” in the
first row of the table and then selecting “Sort Ascending”. Then you can check all “Redirect’ and
“Canonical’ status URLs.



Indexable Status “ :

3

Indexable

Indexable

This is what you are looking for:

Canonicalized

Redirects

If during your audit you find that a canonical URL redirects to another canonical URL you
should check the Sitebulb article devoted to that issue here.

Adding a canonical tag to an URL

If you find out during an audit that your site is missing some canonicals you should contact your
developer to add them as fast as possible for maximizing Google ranking potential for your
website.

If you want some more insight on canonical URLs - how they should look from SEO-perspective,
you should read the article: “Canonicals - The Good. The Bad. & The Ugly”.

Now you know how to check if your URLs have implemented correctly the Canonical TAG
you can easily diagnose any future problems with your pages!

Keep all your URLs in good shape!


https://sitebulb.com/hints/indexability/canonical-points-to-another-canonicalized-url/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/canonicals-the-good-the-bad-the-ugly/
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