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Resources starting at page 49 are from experts who have experience in the use of 

projects.  Those projects can be displayed in portfolios. 

This presentation is available in person.   Call (954) 646 8246 

and we’ll show you what your teachers could do with their 

students.   If you prefer, we can guide your teachers by 

phone...no charge.  The aim is to get more schools using 

portfolios.    Free ebook TinyURL.com/sunportfolios5 

 

Tony Wagner (Harvard University, author of books 

about innovations in education) put it simply:   

The world doesn’t care about what students know.   

It wants to see what students have done  

with what they have learned. 

 

Students at High Tech High put their work on display.  Your 

school could do better:  Add links to video presentations by 

your students explaining their work.   I want to hear the 

students at High Tech High describing the process that they went through.  

Their portfolios are flat, two-dimensional, and static.  Even the best digital 

portfolios simply sit there on the screen, waiting to be read.   Why not 

add a video link so that future employers and 

college admission officers can hear the voices of 

your students?   Why not “one-up” the High Tech High standard for 

Digital Portfolios? 

We look forward to searching your school’s website  

and finding a link to Digital Portfolios  

(“a list of websites made by our students”) 

We want to see what your teachers and students do with this idea.   

 

You can get this book summarized on YOUTUBE by going to  

TinyURL.com/sunTonyWagner  

From the Youtube video:  https://www.patreon.com/boyinaband 

$1 from the sale of this book supports Dave Brown’s research into “innovative schools” 
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Find this presentation at www.TinyURL.com/sunTonyWagner 

 

Contents 

The Pitch:  Three screens to look at 

Images of Student Portfolios 

Objections 

How NOT to do portfolios 

Part 2:  Get Started 

Questions for High Tech High School 

Examples of portfolios 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

Part 3:  Checklists for personalizing the Websites made by Students 

Let’s look at a High Tech High Student’s Website Page by Page  

Now it’s your turn. 
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A letter to principals: 

Here’s your chance to spend 

10 seconds imagining the 

future. 

 

 

What if people could see the 

best work of your students? 
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What if your school’s website 

had links to the work of your 

students? 

 

What if your students’ work 

could speak volumes about 

“what happens inside your 

school”? 
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Students at High Tech High 

in California put their book 

reports and essays on the 

web. 

 

 

 

Anybody can see the school 

work that earned the 

students a “B” or an “A.”   
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Would you like your students 

to display their best work? 

 

 

TinyURL.com/exampleDP 

 

Set up  

digital portfolios.  
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Tony Wagner of Harvard 

University says that the 

cheapest way for schools to 

help students is…. 

 

Set up digital portfolios. 
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Here’s a line that Tony 

Wagner has used in dozens 

of presentations: 

 

What the world cares 

about is what you can 

do with what you know. 
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From the Pathbrite interview:   What do you think is really needed to prepare students for 

the workplace? What are employers looking for? It sounds like you don’t think students are 

receiving the necessary education. 

No. If we make our bad schools incrementally better for our poor kids by testing them 

more frequently and holding teachers more accountable, some people think that 

everything’s going to be well. But there’s absolutely zero evidence for that. [Students 

need] three things: they need content knowledge, but that’s the easy part today. It’s 

online; you don’t need a teacher to acquire content. The world simply doesn’t care how 

much you know anymore because Google knows everything. What the world 

cares about, now that content has become a 

commodity, is what you can do with what you 

know. And that suggests the two other education outcomes that are absolutely 

critical, and to simplify them I call them skill and will. Students need a new set of 

skills to thrive for work learning and citizenship in the 21st century; and they need will, 

meaning motivation, and arguably the most important is motivation. Because if you are 

motivated you will continuously learn new skills and new content knowledge, which you 

will have to in this era, and it’s the thing we do the most damage to in our schools today. 

 

See more of the interview by typing  http://tinyurl.com/tonywagnerharvard 

Or search “Tony Wagner portfolios.”     

You can get this book summarized on YOUTUBE by going to  TinyURL.com/sunTonyWagner 

 
Find the interview at “pathbrite tony wagner”... 
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This is what 

Google Docs looks 

like. 

 

Students create 

projects, essays 

and book reviews 

on Google Docs. 

 

The links to these documents 

go to Google Sites. 
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tinyURL.com/steveHowTo    

how to create a portfolio. 

tinyURL.com/ShowYourWork   
A free ebook 

tinyURL.com/ShowYourWork1    

free website based on the ebook 
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Are you ready?  Let’s get 

started. 

Steve McCrea 

(954) 646 8246    ManyPosters@gmail.com  

Contact for “Advocates for Portfolios” 

 

We use the List of 

Projects by Matt 

Blazek 

TinyURL.com/mattBlazek 
tinyURL.com/BlazekProjects 
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TinyURL.com/sunTonyWagner 
Video summary about 

DPs (4 minutes) 

 

TinyURL.com/sunTonyWagner1 
Video summary about 

DPs (3 minutes) 

 

TinyURL.com/sunTonyWagner2 
Interview about DPs and 

Wagner 
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The purpose of this 

presentation is to get you 

to look at three screens 

Search “Oprah Bill Gates High 

Tech High”  Youtube of Oprah at HTH 
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TinyURL.com/exampleDP 
An example of a digital portfolio by a 

student at High Tech High 
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TinyURL.com/HTHdps 
This page shows the list of digital portfolios on display at 

High Tech High 
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FREE Ebooks 

You can find three free ebooks and a free 

video about projects 

Dr. Fischler’s ebook   

TinyURL.com/FischlerEbook 
 

Projects ebook 

TinyURL.com/BlazekProjects 
 

Show Your Work 

TinyURL.com/ShowYourWork 
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Oh….some of your 

teachers are not yet 

convinced that 

portfolios are worth the 

effort? 

 

Perhaps 

you are 

still not 

ready to 

use digital portfolios? 

 

 

       TinyURL.com/StevePortfolios4                        19                       TinyURL.com/ExampleDP 



Here are some images 

that pop up when I 

searched for the phrase 

“student portfolios”...  

These images were created by other people and I inserted 

them here to fill up this book. 
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       TinyURL.com/StevePortfolios4                        21                       TinyURL.com/ExampleDP 
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Here’s a physical portfolio on display in Erik Friedl’s 

documentary, A School in the Remaking 

 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7htFyO57ljU 

TINYURL.com/erikfriedl  

Supplement by Erik Friedl, documentary filmmaker 
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How do these physical 

portfolios compete with 

Ben Staley’s simple 

website? 
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It’s clear that Ben Staley 

read at least twelve 

books in a school year. 
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Click to read a book report 
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Objection #1 
“Students will put incomplete 
portfolios on the Internet.” 
Reply:  Yes.   It’s possible to find 

“incomplete” 

portfolios 

among the 

collection on 

display at High 

Tech High.  

And? 
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Objection 2 
“Some 
students 
won’t want to 
participate.” 
Reply:  Let’s 

celebrate the 

work of students who choose to 

participate. 

 

This photo is from a student’s  

portfolio, created on weebly.com. 
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Objection 3 
“Some portfolios will look different 
from other portfolios.  There won’t 
be consistency.”  (I’ve also heard, “It 

won’t be easy to compare portfolios 

if there isn’t a standard format.”) 

 

Reply:  Oh?  I have yet to meet a 

standard human.  Why not allow 

each student to create the format 

that meets that student’s 

expectations? 
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Here’s a poster that captures my 

general response to objections. 

http://prayerfoundation.org/mother_teresa_do_it_anyway.htm 
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Some students will ignore Tony 

Wagner’s maxim  

(“The world cares about what you do with 

what you have learned”). 

Some students will post incomplete 

portfolios. 

Some students will use profanity. 

Some students will display their 

personal information. 

Some students will…   

 

Use digital portfolios 

anyway. 
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How NOT to do 

portfolios 
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There are schools that 

use portfolios in Florida.   

There’s a video on 

YouTube that aims to 

train students in how to 

use iPortfolio.   I fell 

asleep after two minutes. 
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1.​ Don’t use a standard format 
Tom Peters (author of dozens of books about how to create innovative 

businesses) wrote,  “One-size-fits-all actually fits only one.” ...the 

person who created the system. 
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2.​Don’t put a standard like “one 
artifact per course per semester.”   

 

 
Link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLxrPq8CODc 
http://tinyurl.com/collierdp 
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“One artifact per 

semester per course” 

 

3.  Don’t use the word “artifact.”  Use 
concrete words.  
Book review, essay, video, blog post, poster, slideshow, 

powerpoint presentation…  it’s okay to be specific.  We are 

speaking to students who might not know what an artifact is. 
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Here’s how a school in 

New Jersey describes 

portfolios to its students: 
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Get the full document at 

http://p1cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20206234

/File/Portfolio%20Directions.pdf   or click on 

TinyURL.com/NewJerseyPortfolio 

 

       TinyURL.com/StevePortfolios4                        41                       TinyURL.com/ExampleDP 

http://p1cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20206234/File/Portfolio%20Directions.pdf
http://p1cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20206234/File/Portfolio%20Directions.pdf


An Attempt to Get Portfolios 

into a school in New Jersey 

 

In 2013 I visited a school in Newark, NJ and got the 

principal’s permission to sit with a student to set up a 

portfolio.   Here’s what we created in 30 minutes.   

You can find the link on http://tinyurl.com/newarkdp 

 
https://sites.google.com/site/jasminerdigitalportfolio/more-about-digital-

portfolios 
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It was a nice afternoon for 

me.  I sat in a room, shot 

photos of essays and posters, 

and posted items on a web 

page.  The student indicated 

that she planned to add to 

the portfolio “later.” 
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Part 2 

Get started 

1.​Set up a Gmail account 

2.​Set up a Google Sites 

website. 
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3.​Start a blog using 

Blogger.com 

 

Capture your ideas in the 

blog. 
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4.​Set up a YouTube account 

for the student to post 

videos. 

5.​Put essays, posters, 

photos, videos on Google 

Drive. 
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6.​Pull the links together in 

the website.  Include links 

to YouTube, Facebook, 

Instagram, blogs and other 

places. 

 

 

 

7. Add new materials (keep 

your site up-to-date).  
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8. Get an easy-to-remember 

link by using TinyURL.com.  

For example, tinyURL.com/newarkdp. 
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Additional resources 

 

Projects   

Matt Blazek 

YouTube presentation 

TinyURL.com/mattblazek 

 

 

Free ebook 

TinyURL.com/BlazekProjects 
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Portfolios “how to” video 

Dennis Yuzenas     
http://tinyurl.com/yportfolios           www.WhatDoYaKnow.com   
 

 
 

Dr. Helen Barrett   

(“Dr. EPortfolio”) 

ElectronicPortfolios.org 

Dr. Barrett recommends three Google products:   

Blogger for “reflective journal” 

Sites for “presentation” 

Drive for storage of documents (“digital archive”) 

PLUS:  Photos.google.com for videos and photos 
See a review of her website at portfolioswithsteve.blogspot.com  

Her graphic description of digital storytelling makes it clear that ePortfolios should 

include stories.  tinyurl.com/barrettstory    <<< get the diagram 

http://www.electronicportfolios.org/digistory/eportfoliostory.htm   
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Project “how to” video 

Enrique Gonzalez    egcg@me.com  

tinyurl.com/personalhistoryworkbook 

 

tinyurl.com/personalhistoryebook 
Get the free ebook by 

Enrique Gonzalez, which 

explains step by step how 

to introduce and guide 

students in creating their 

Personal History Book. 
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Projects in Middle School 

Omar Vasile 

omarvasile@gmail.com 

 

http://tinyurl.com/omarvasile 
 
 
 
Omar’s special area of focus is preparing middle schoolers for the “presentation” in high 

school.  Segments of a group presentation allow individuals to practice describing one 

part of the typical presentation.  In the video, you can see team members taking turns in 

the stages of the presentation.   By 10th grade, the student will be able to carry the entire 

presentation.  The segments that each student practices in Omar’s classes are eventually 

knit together into a full presentation given by each student. 
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Questions for High Tech High  
Written in June 2016 -- answers to be included in the Third Edition and in the blog 

called  PortfoliosInSchools.blogspot.com 
http://portfoliosinschools.blogspot.com/2016/06/private-schools-can-build-on-high-tech.html 
hightechhigh.org/schools/charters/HTH/charter/HTH-Charter-revised2009_13_05.pdf 

http://tinyurl.com/hthpdf   
 

How does High Tech High School do Digital 

Portfolios? 

 

What standards does HTH use? 

 

What difficulties did HTH experience in 

getting the digital portfolios started? 

 

What happens when a student doesn’t 

create a complete portfolio? 
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How did HTH train its teachers to include 

DPs in their lesson plans and grading of 

student work? 

 

How does HTH deal with offensive, racist, 

and questionable content that students 

might upload? 

 

Can Instagram accounts be used as 

supplements to the digital portfolio? 
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How does HTH guide students to be more 

thoughtful about “what to include in the 

digital portfolio”? 

 

These are questions that I have.  I look forward to getting 

answers at some point. 
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“Imitation is the best form of flattery.”  The 

highest compliment is to copy what a good 

school is doing.  Is HTH willing to share its 

procedures?   The school in New Jersey posts its 

recommendations to students online. 

 

 

Is the management of HTH open to the idea 

of sharing more broadly?  Could some HTH 

students be hired to guide students online 

to build better digital portfolios? 
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Themes from High Tech High’s 

procedures 

http://www.hightechhigh.org/projects/ 

 

 

TINYURL.com/hthpdf 
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Key points about the High 

Tech High approach 

Procedures 

Project-based learning Store the products of the projects 

(videos, posters, essays) in 

Portfolios 

Accountable for quality Students appear to be responsible 

for the content of their websites 

Archive of projects The school maintains a webpage 

with links to projects 

Shift the focus from teachers to 

students 

Slogan:  Move from “Teacher 

telling” to “student doing” 

Students are active participants Public demonstrations by students 

Engage students in learning Real-world projects where 

“students apply and develop skills 

knowledge” 

Design Principle:  Personalization Advisors 

Design Principle: Adult World 

Connection 

Real-world projects, off-site 

internships. 

Design Principle:  Common 

Intellectual Mission 

Habits of Mind:  perspective, 

evidence, relevance, connection, 

and supposition 
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Procedure 

How does HTH introduce its 

“Habits of Mind”? 

 

 

Comment:  Students at SunEd High in Fort Lauderdale use wix.com and 

Google Sites to make websites.  This avoids the need to study HTML.  

Students who are interested in working in the world of website making are 

encouraged to read more and follow the footsteps of students like Jose, the 

HTH student who went to seminars about web design. 
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“The Muscatine Community School District 
is largely basing its PBL practices on the 
High Tech High model.”  
http://www.whatkidscando.org/archives/portfoliosmallschools/HTH/HTHintro.html 
 

Miss B at Muscatine Community School District commented on Habits of 
Mind: 

 

http://crazy4learning.blogspot.com/2010/08/habits-of-mind.html 
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“Just having portfolios” does not make a 

school better.  Other elements, like 

real-world projects and off-site internships, 

help to build the content of the portfolios. 

 
From HighTechHigh.org  
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Schools that hope to bring the value of 

digital portfolios to their students will want 

to copy some of the procedures used at 

High Tech High. 

  
Procedures for helping students who might struggle with setting up and 

maintaining portfolios. 

 
 

From HighTechHigh.org  
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Differentiation of teaching methods 

 

 

 

 

From HighTechHigh.org  
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Examples of portfolios 

 

Here are some links to portfolios set up by Steve McCrea. 

 

These DPs use the Sites.Google.com platform. 

 

www.TinyURL.com/steveportfolios 

sites.google.com/site/stevesstoryin2016   

sites.google.com/site/myportfoliobyleone   
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
What if a student doesn’t have a lot of book reviews, essays and 

projects? 

Answer:  Think about other digital materials that students might collect.  

Youtube, Twitter, Facebook and Instagram are examples of materials that 

the student has collected.   A Digital Portfolio displays “things, photos, 

essays and collections that are 

important to me.”  The college 

admissions counselor and 

anyone who might want to 

employ the student can learn 

something about the student’s 

interests.  “What will this 

person bring to our 

organization?” is the question 

in the minds of people who look 

at resumes, CVs and portfolios.  

The Portfolio can present more 

than just the academic work of 

the student.   A student’s 

playlist can say something 

about “what’s important to 

me.” 

 

What if there are objectionable videos on the 

student’s YouTube account?   

Answer:  Make the item “private.”   

 

What if there are questionable photos on the student’s Instagram 

and Facebook accounts? 

Answer:  Suggest to the student that the photos can be removed or stored 

elsewhere or made private. 
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What categories can be included in a Digital Portfolio? 

Answer:  A blog allows the student to reflect on learning and the journey 

toward adulthood. 

Photos and videos from social media allow the student’s personality to be 

shown and heard. 

A photo gallery allows visitors to see a summary of what’s in the blog. 

“Contact me” gives the preferred method of contact and invites 

comments from other students. 

 

What should NOT be in a digital portfolio? 

Answer:  The student’s home address should probably not be included. 

If students are worried about the security of their email addresses, perhaps 

students can create an address that is dedicated to school work. 

 

Sources of more information: 

http://electronicportfolios.org/faq.html 

 

How much does it cost to set up and maintain a digital portfolio? 

Answer:  A skeleton or frame of a portfolio can usually be put together in 

under 45 minutes.  The set up could take two hours per student.  I have 

found that students sometimes want to create materials and additional 

categories during the setup period.  That desire to add items can extend the 

setup time, but it is often delightful to see the creativity of the students 

emerge. 

 

When administrators ask this question, I think to myself, What does it 

cost you to NOT create and maintain a DP?   Pearson charged $25 

per account (in June 2016). 

 

http://www.prenhall.com/jhuportfolio/faq.html#Question7    
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The biggest cost:  Time. 

 

 

 

This response was found in a document published by the Ministry of 

Education in New Zealand. 

https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/download/ng/file/group-2612/digital-portfolios

--guidelines-for-beginners.pdf  

You can find the document at http://tinyurl.com/nzportfolios   
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Part 3 

Checklists for 

personalizing the 

Websites made by 

Students 
Joshua Noel, shown during a visit with Dr. Fischler, is one of the first student advisors 

to be trained in the use of student websites at SunEd High School.  Joshua provided 

helpful feedback and suggestions for the type of content that a portfolio might include.   

He can be reached at noel.josh2524@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

You can visit this video at TinyURL.com/sunjoshua 
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This is one of the posters in the Career Room at SunEd High School 

(Oakland Park, Fla.).  Students see this poster when they enter to add to 

their online Student Portfolio.  The workspace for inventing the future has 

these reminders on the wall.   (Courtesy of Kat Kadian-Baumeyer). 
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The following checklists and tables are 

versions that were in use in July 2016.  
 

There are at least two versions of the “XYD Digital Portfolio template.” 

The version shown here is called “Sun Ed Version 2016” 

 

 

This is a suggested video:  http://tinyurl.com/sunreadbook.    You can download the 

free ebook at TinyURL.com/FischlerEbook.   
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How to start a student 

website with a template 
 

Enter your gmail.com account. 

Type “sites.google.com” 

Click on the RED “Create” button. 

 

 

You will see a choice to start with “Blank template.”   

Click on “Browse the gallery for more” 

 

 

There are hundreds of templates.  Narrow the 

selection by clicking on “education.” 

 

Search for “XYD” in the Education section. 
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Type “xyd” and click the “search” icon (the magnifying glass). 

 

 

This is what shows up.  Click on the “Free XYD Website” image. 
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You’ll see this image as the next step.   Click again. 

 

 

The image on the right “Free XYD Website for Students” is now added to 

your choices.   Click on the RED “Create” button.  (You might need to click 

on “I’m not a robot” to proceed.) 

 

A grey box might appear describing the template.    

 

Click on “Ok, got it.” 
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Now you will see this template that is already set up. 

The “pink letters” are instructions to the student.   The student has the 

option to remove these letters. 

 

 

Important features of this version of the XYD template include 

-- A video on the Homepage of the site. 

-- A list of categories 

-- A separate tab for “Personal History Workbook” to highlight the 

workbook by Enrique Gonzalez 

 

 

       TinyURL.com/StevePortfolios4                        75                       TinyURL.com/ExampleDP 



-- My Digital Library (to suggest to the student that a 

list of “five books that I know” or some sort of “book 

reviews” is a good idea for sharing the student’s 

“mindset”) 

 

 

The base of this template is the blank template (I put 

together the topics using the theme of Tony Wagner’s 

7 Survival Skills).  See the tab marked “7 Skills.” 

 

The list of the topics appears on the left side of the 

screen as well as across the bottom of the page.  The 

idea is that the visitor to the page can navigate easily 

to other parts of the site without scrolling back to the 

top. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other categories (that might be removed, if the 

student does not like the “cluttered” or “busy” look) include “apps on my 

phone” and “I recommend these songs and movies.”  This version of the 

template has a more “conversational” tone. 

 

 

You can visit a sample of this template by going to 

http://tinyurl.com/sunfreesite  

https://sites.google.com/site/freewebsiteforstudents/   
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QUESTION:  How do you make those shortened website 

addresses? 

 

Go to TinyURL.com. 

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/sunfreesite 
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Let’s look at a High Tech High 

Student Website Page by Page (1):  Home page 

 

SPLASH PAGE 

This is a typical “splash” page created by students.   

 

 

http://agnesszakacsdp.weebly.com/    This image was found in a search of the High 

Tech High School (San Diego) site.  The page is open to the public. 

 

Ben Staley’s home page used to have a slideshow of 

photos.  The white space is where the photos used 

to be displayed.  The link to the photos appears to 

have been altered. 
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Let’s look at a High Tech High 

Student Website Page by Page (2):  Projects  
 

Notice the two templates that a HTH student follows.   Either the work is divided by 

grade (9-12) or collected into projects. 

 

Divided by Grades 

 

 

 

Ben Staley’s DP is a format used 

by many High Tech High 

students. 

 

Ben’s journey to create a highly 

structured DP is described in 

ShowYourWork, a free ebook 

that you can download at 

TinyURL.com/showyourwork.   

 

The danger of this sort of 

portfolio is “too many items.”  

If you want to see what happens 

when a student tries to put 

“everything” into a digital 

portfolio, look at Mr. Steve’s 

portfolio from 2010-2012, when 

he was studying Distance Education and Educational Technology... 
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The danger of “Too Many Items”  

in a Portfolio 
 

 

 

 

It’s hard to find the “story” here.   

www.TinyURL.com/steveportfolio   

sites.google.com/site/eddsteve2011   

 

 

Fortunately, there is a way to use a digital portfolio to focus on the story.   See the 

delightfully simple “Four Categories” approach by Abel Thon... 
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Collected into Four Categories:  “easy to look at and easy to navigate” 

 

 

 

The creator of this DP, Abel Thon, invites students to write to him with questions about 

portfolios.  This portfolio was built on weebly.com. 

Here’s the link to Abel’s projects:   http://abelthondp.weebly.com/projects.html 

 

Responses from Abel: 

Yeah, you can use my Dp and I'm fine with your students asking me questions. 

 
1.  Is there a reason why you chose to use weebly and you did not use Google Sites? 
 
Well, the funny thing is that I actually used to use Google Sites. Using Digital Portfolios 

in the High Tech village is something everyone has experience with. The first DP that I 

ever made was in Middle School and it was Google Sites. For years I used google sites 

up until High School I've found that using weebly was easier, it looked better and 

allowed you to be more creative than using google sites.  

 
2.  How much training did the school give you?   Or did you already know how to make a website? 
(Does the school require every student to have a website to show their work) 
 
Yes, everyone is required to have a digital portfolio. In 6th grade which is when I 

started using DPs, they gave us instructions on how to use DPs and how to set them up. 

From then on you learn from just trying to make your DP look better and more cooler 

then your friends. I never had any experience with weebly but once I started playing 

around with it, I got the hang of it.  
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3.  How long did it take you to set up the first weebly website?    
 

I probably would say that it didn't take me longer than a couple hours to complete it 

because it was easy to put everything in. But when I first made a weebly website, it 

wasn't quite as good as the way it is right now. It went through many drafts and many 

edits. Sometimes I had to reformat my whole entire website because I felt that it wasn't 

good enough or it wasn't professional or I thought of a better idea.  

 
4.  Is the weebly website free?  
 

Yes, 100% free. I believe that the only time you have to pay is if you want to get rid of 

the .weebly.com that appears with your free website that you created.  

 
5.  How many hours did you put in over the year?    
 
I can't really estimate how many hours that I've done because that's hard to keep track 

of, but if I had to guess, maybe 5-10 hours.  

 
6.  I noticed that you have just a few categories.  It is so much easier to read your portfolio compared to 
other students.   I can see your internship and your projects.  That's easy.   How did you come up with 
such a simple format?  (my teacher Mr. Steve has a really complicated format 
 
The way that I thought of making my website was something that was simple, easy to 

look at and easy to navigate. I made sure everything followed that. I also didn't 

want to cram every single page with loads of information.  That's why for my projects 

page you can see a description of a project and, if you want to know more, you simply 

click on the pictures.  
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How to Use Videos 

Here’s an effective placement of a video in a digital portfolio.  The text introduces the 

video and helps the viewer look for important features in the video. 

 

 

The video that Abel made as part 

of his internship  
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TIP:  Put an active link to allow downloads, but 

also show the contents on the screen. 

 

http://abelthondp.weebly.com/internship.html 
Steve:  I would improve this resume page by posting the resume on the screen so that 

the viewer doesn't have to DOWNLOAD a document to see the contents of the resume. 

 

 

 

Notice where Abel placed the download link for his résumé.  Not at the top of each page.   

If you want to reach Abel, you need to read his description of the internship.  By then, 

you as the reader will be transformed into thinking, “Hey, this kid has a future in 

healthcare.”   Clever procedure.  His email is not displayed openly, so that “spiders” 

can’t search the website to get his contact info.  However, the motivated reader of the 

site will have a way to contact him.    
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Here’s the key part:  The text that 

supports the video.  I have highlighted parts of 

the text in Abel’s portfolio that directly guide the viewer. 

 

For my project I created a commercial for my physical therapy clinic. Because 
there's so many different aspects in this clinic like personal training, yoga, acupuncture, 
physical therapy and massage therapy I was tasked to create a 2 minute project to 
be able to capture it all. To be able to capture footage I had to make a photo release 
form and give it to the people who were going to be in the video. After capturing 
footage I had to edit a lot of the footage because I was only using 5 second clips of 
each video I recorded.  
 
I learned how to communicate more effectively, and learned great observational 
skills. Physical therapists have the ability to look at the way people walk and see small 
details that are off and throughout my time there I was able to see some of those small 
details. I learned how fun working in a physical therapist clinic can be. They work 
in a really great environment and it feels like they’re not working. They’re just doing 
what they love every day and that's where I want to be in the future.  
http://abelthondp.weebly.com/internship.html 

 

This text appears just above the video on the internship page.   

 

 

 

 

 

       TinyURL.com/StevePortfolios4                        86                       TinyURL.com/ExampleDP 

http://abelthondp.weebly.com/internship.html


Let’s look at a High Tech High 

Student Website Page by Page (3):  The Blog 
The Blog is a place for reflecting on “what it means to be a student who uses a digital 

portfolio and who participates in a school that uses projects.” 

 

Get into the minds of readers who have not attended your school.   Ask yourself:   

What is it like to do one large project, involving the input of two or three teachers, so 

that you can invest yourself into the work?    

Instead of creating four separate projects, what is it like to create a project that gives 

credit in several classes and gets feedback from several teachers? 

 

Here’s a list of questions to ask when writing a blog. 

Backward:  What problems did you encounter while you were working on this piece? 

How did you solve them? 

Forward:  One thing I would like to improve upon is ... 

Inward:  What were your goals for meeting this piece of work? Did your goals change 

as you worked on it?  

Outward:  If you were the teacher, what comments would you make about this piece? 

Some of us are intimidated by a list of 40 questions.  

https://www.edutopia.org/pdfs/stw/edutopia-stw-replicatingPBL-21stCAcad-reflection

-questions.pdf   However, the structure is helpful. 
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More tips from Abel Thon 

 

1. Has the Digital Portfolio been useful for your college application process? 
ABEL:  We haven't used this for college application process because I work on that next 

year, but I don't see how it wouldn't help. A page with your best work is included and 

you describe your plans for the future.  It only seems to help your chances of getting 

into a good college.  

 
 
2. What tips do you have for students? 
ANSWER:  There are always traditional ways of doing things and then there's being 

creative. I would say try and be as creative as you can when you want to 

create a digital portfolio because there's never one way to do things.  

 
3. Some teachers and principals are worried about "online safety of the students."  Did you ever get 
harassed or contacted by strangers because you put a website online with your email address?   
ABEL:  I have never gotten harassed by a stranger because of my DP. But even if that 

were to happen, there are ways of preventing strangers from contacting you 

 
4. One of the arguments that I hear from principals is that 'online exposure is too risky for schools'.  
You can imagine the chain of events:  student puts up a website, a creepy stranger contacts the student, 
the creepy person sees the student in a photo on the student website and then appears at the school and 
stalks the student.... something terrible happens, the police capture the creepy person and the creepy 
person says, "I found the student online" and the school gets sued by the parents. 
What response do you have to this argument against DPs?   Has the DP process been overall positive for 
you? 
ABEL:  Of course, there always is a chance of that scenario happening, but I think the 

way to look at this is by looking at the cost and benefits. I feel that the benefits of 

having DP's outweigh the cost. Having DPs can help you get internships, help 

with college applications and perhaps help you get a job in the future. If we 

focus on the "what ifs" too much and not doing things because "something might 

happen," then you may be ruining a student’s chances of getting benefits from DPs. 
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The “unusual” parts of the XYD template 
Scan through student websites that are displayed on High Tech High’s site and you’ll 

notice that the typical focus is on academics:  Projects (grouped by grade level or year), 

essays and blogs.  The XYD template goes farther.  Here are some topics to give you 

ideas about how to personalize your student website (add an unusual or 

“eye-catching” category).   For example, Enrique Gonzalez recommends adding a 

“Personal History Workbook” to your portfolio.   Free ebook:    

TinyURL.com/PersonalHistoryWorkbook2   

 

Where do you get new information? 

What email services have you subscribed to? 

What YouTube channels did you “SUBSCRIBE” to? 

Can you surprise a college admissions officer?   “I had no idea 

that a teenager would subscribe to email newsletters from Dan 

Pink, Discover magazine, the New York Times, and the 

Economist.”   What newsletters do you subscribe to? 
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Note to students:  We know why Dan Pink 

recommends this book.  He wrote two sentences 

(and that’s an “annotated bibliography”).  

  
 

 

 

 

Note to Students:  
What are your sources of information? 

(Show us a list of e-newsletters that you 

receive). 

DanPink.com offers this one. →   
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TIP to the student:   Include a link to Tony Wagner’s list of “Seven Survival Skills” 

and any other reference that shows why a particular skill is useful.  Why not add a video 

link or post a YouTube video on the page showing the skill put to use?   For an 

additional language, why not post a video of you using the languages that you know? 

 
TIP to the student:  “My Apps”  shows the tools that you carry. 

At SunEd High, the apps listed here are recommended.  Why? 

To show parents and college admission officers that the school 

uses smartphone apps to supplement the learning in classrooms. By 

showing the publisher of the app, you help the reader get to know about 

a useful app.  Why not include a “CLICK HERE” link to a page that 

gives additional tips and explains WHY you use that app? 
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This section could include a procedure developed by Mario J. Llorente Leyva. 

Search “quotes mario llorente youtube.”   
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This section of the XYD template encourages students to reflect on the “ten 

or twenty videos that have helped shape their attitudes about 

life.”  What videos do you listen to to change your mood? 
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Thanks to a recommendation from a middle school student, I learned about Dave from 

Boyinaband.  Why not add this video to your list of “recommended videos”? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8xe6nLVXEC0 

 

From the Youtube video:  You can become a patron of Dave Brown’s research into 
“innovative schools”  if you want to or you can just look at the list of things on there out 

of curiosity:  https://www.patreon.com/boyinaband 

$1 from the sale of this book supports Dave Brown’s efforts. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJIu7pE0lBA 

http://tinyurl.com/daveboyinaband 
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Instagram as a Digital Portfolio 

Some students (and teachers) might claim that they don’t have time to create a digital 

portfolio.  Why not use your mobile phone to take a photo a day or a photo per week 

about “what’s important to me and my studies”?  Here’s the link to a teacher’s DP on 

Instagram. 

 

 

By posting a link to one of her curriculum’s sources, she can sometimes 

spark the interest of students who are not currently focused on history.  She 

teaches at a school where students decide what course they want to study 

each day.  To correspond with Ms. Grayson, follow her on 

Instagram.com/authorkarimahg  
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Talking Points for “Building Websites for 
Students” 

There are 4 key principles 

1.​ Students control the content 

of their websites 

2.​ The School chooses whether 

or not to link the student’s 

site to the “List of 

Websites Made by Our 

Students” list that is hosted 

on the School website. 

3.​ Students are advised to put POSITIVE INFORMATION on their 

portfolio that shows work that the students created for school. 

4.​The students are encouraged to keep “their observations” on a 

separate blog.  Experiments with comedy, humor and satire are placed on 

independent blogs.  Famous authors sometimes use second names.  Pseudonyms 

(pen names) are suggested.  Who is Richard Bachman?   

(novelist Stephen King uses an alias).  

 

FOR DISCUSSION:  Instagram is a digital 

portfolio of images “that are important to me.”  

Your instagram account and the photos on your 

facebook “like list” tell others that you believe that 

these images are important.    
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Anti-school opinions belong in a separate blog that is not connected to your school work 

website. 

EXAMPLE 

See High Tech High’s list of Digital Portfolios.   I’ve looked at over six dozen HTH 

portfolios.  I haven’t found anything that speaks negatively about the school.   I also have not 

found very many links to social media. 

 

Some HTH students keep their student 

sites private. 

Some HTH students build on Google Sites 

Other HTH students use weebly or wix, or 

other non Google Sites 

The school’s list of websites is simply a link to a website that the school does not control. 

 

How to use Google Sites 

 
 
https://www.google.com/sites/help/intl/en_GB/overview.html   
TinyURL.com/howtousegooglesites 
http://tinyurl.com/howtousegooglesites 
http://tinyurl.com/howtousesites  
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Examples of Topics to include in Your 
Student-made Website 

What will make your website special? 
 

Topic How is the topic measured Student’s goals 

Video channel about 
nutrition 
(recommended by Eduardo 
Nieves, one of my students at 
SunEd High) 

He wants to create a list of 
videos that he used to lose 
weight and get healthy 
He mentioned that one of his 
life’s peak experiences so far 
is “when I finally felt good 
about my weight” 

He wants to study 
nutrition.  He might create a 
project of making a book of 
tips that he has found useful 
(He might publish the book of 
tips on Createspace). 
 

“A collection of photos 
that I find interesting” 

Number of photos, types of 
albums in the collection 
 
What does the student find 
interesting? 

How does the student 
describe the albums?  
What differences are 
special to the student?   
What types of photos are 
highlighted? 
 
(The student wants to study 
photography at the Art 
Institute.  At 18, she already 
has cultivated a sense of 
design in her Instagram 
account) 

A collection of essays 
 
(Search:   Kenide blanc 
writing “life is”  amazon) 

How many books on 
Createspace can the 
student create? 
(My principal, Ms Lara, wants 
students to create books) 

Kenide Blanc is a natural 
essayist.   She spends at least 
two hours a week writing in a 
journal.  Examples from her 
writing are appearing on her 
website. 

20 Books that I 
recommend 

 See Dan Pink’s example 
tinyURL.com/danpinkbooks 
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When you are looking for content to “boost” the look of the Student-made Website (the 

Digital Portfolio), ask, “What could I add that will make this portfolio pop?” 

Answer:  A book.  Create your own book by uploading a Word document and attach a 

free ISBN.  You’re a self-published author and one book costs around $3. 

 
Link to Amazon:   https://www.amazon.com/Life-Selections-Essays-Kenide-Blanc/dp/153345746 
 
 

 
 
This is how the book by Kenide Blanc appears in the description on Amazon.com. 
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The format of the typical Student Website is expected to have the 

following recommended categories. 

 

Category The typical  
High Tech High 

student Site 

Suggested 
student site 

Comments 

List of inspiring quotes Some sites yes  

Projects yes yes  

Blog yes yes Reflection about the process 
of studying and creating 

Contact info Many sites yes To discuss:  Is it a good idea 
to include a phone number?  
Perhaps after the student 
graduates from the school  

Videos Some sites yes Links to online items or to 
YouTube channel 

Photos (link to online 
albums) 

Many sites yes  

Volunteer hours  yes  

Social media Some sites optional  

Letters  Some sites optional References are a start 

Résumé (CV) Some sites optional  

Digital Library 
Book reviews 

Some sites optional Dan Pink calls this list “20 
Books that I recommend” 

Apps on my phone 
 

no optional Show the world what you have 
selected to guide you.  What 
tools do you carry with you? 

List of Skills  yes Languages, typing speed, 
special certificates,  

Peak Experiences  optional What do you see as a special 
event in your life so far? 
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Checklist to use with students 
 

Category for the  
Digital Portfolio 

Check if you want to 
include this category 

in your DP 

Who will produce the content? 

Contact info   

Resume   

Internship   

Personal statement   

Projects   

My community  
(mi mundo)** 

  

Skills (languages I 
know and that I’m 
learning) 

  

Certifications that I am 
pursuing 

  

My Digital Library***   

Social media   

Collections of photos 
and videos 

  

Other items?   

Link to a personal 
page? 

  

Student-made book on 
Createspace (a page to 
promote the book) 

  

** Mi Mundo is the “my community” section of portfolios created by some High Tech High students 
*** Dan Pink calls this “20 books that I recommend” 
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This check list comes from WhatKidsCanDo.org (TinyURL.com/HTHlist 
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Expected Timetable 
for schools in South Florida that 

have a “List of Student-made websites” on the 
school’s website (like High Tech High) 

 

By this date... Number of schools* Number of student 
websites 

October 2016 2 600 

December 2016 4 1200 

May 2017 15 4500  

   

2018 30 9,000 

   

2019 60 12,000 

   
 

* Schools that have received training and have a “list of student websites” page on the 

school’s website, which gives one-way links to each of the students’ websites 
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GOALS:  From July 2016… 

 
Teachers don't need to learn how to make websites 
July 20, 2016 

Schools Students Indirect Websites 

Charter  (2) 3 1 4 

Public (0) 0 0 0 

Homeschool (1) 2 0 2 

Totals 5 1 6 

The goal is to train enough students to make a shift in the culture of the school.  SHIFT:  From 
“I’ll do the minimum” to “What else can I put in my website?” 
“Indirect” = students who learned from the student advisors how to make a free website. 
 
 
 

… to May 2017 
Teachers don't need to learn how to make websites 
May 20, 2017  GOALS 

Schools Students Indirect Websites 

Charter  (20) 463 1040 1503 

Public (10) 200 390 590 

Homeschool (10) 12 2 14 

Totals 675 1432 2107 

The goal is to reach 30 schools by May 2017 
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Evaluation Form (after the workshop) 
 
What did you expect from this workshop? 

 
 
 
 

 
Did the trainer meet your expectations?   Give details. 

 
 
 

 
How could the workshop be improved?   More food?  More resources?  
More __________________? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
What did the trainer ask you to do for follow up? 

 
 
 
 

Make a photo of this form and send it to icoltea@gmail.com (an independent evaluator).   
Your completed form will not be seen by the trainer.    
This form is available for downloading or printing    tinyURL.com/xydapplynow 
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Request for Workshop FORM 
This information can be included in the email message. 
You can print this form, complete it by pen and take a photo.  
Send the image to (954) 646 8246 or to 
TheXYDFoundation@gmail.com 
 

_________________________________________________________________________  
Name of School                                  Total Number of students        Total Number of teachers 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Address of school                                          Contact phone number 
 
_______________________________________________________________________  
City                                     Preferred training date  (propose at least two dates and time of day) 
 
_______________________________________________________________________  
Phone number                                                 EMAIL address 
 
_______________________________________________________________________  
Name of  contact person               Circle your role:   lead teacher    (or principal) 
 
(____)  I commit to allowing the trainer to train at least ten students to create student 
websites using the Google Sites template. 
 
(____)  I affirm that the principal has confirmed that a link on the front 
page of the school’s website will include a link to “A List of Student 
Websites.”***     ***Note:  Principals always have control over which 
student websites are linked to the list.   
 
(____)  I commit to allowing the trainer to use a screenshot of the school’s site in 
promoting the idea of “displaying student-made websites” … using phrases like  “ABC 
School uses digital portfolios” 
 
(____)  I commit to allowing the trainer to follow up with participants in the workshop. 
 
(____)  I commit to allowing the trainer to take photos of the training session with the 
aim of using images from the workshop to promote future workshops.  (Subjects in the 
photos need to additionally approve the use of the photos.) 
REQUEST:  Please share on Facebook and Youtube www.TinyURL.com/xydfreeworkshop 
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Now it’s your turn. 

 

Hit the “create” button. 

 

 

 
Send us the link to your website.  EPortolio, electronic portfolio, DP, Digital 

Portfolio, personal website, free website made by a student, whatever you call it, please 

consider the value of sharing your work with others.  To get started, here are some 

portfolios that you can comment on. 

sites.google.com/site/steveenglishteacher/ 

www.facebook.com/SteveEnglishTeacher 

tinyURL.com/stevemccrearesume2  

instagram.com/manyposters  

sites.google.com/site/stevesstoryin2016/  

Send your comments to manyposters@gmail.com   
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Join the reading of Dr. Fischler’s book. 

“Let’s read Dr. Fischler’s book” on YouTube. 

 

 

 

If you want to get more free ebooks, go to 

tinyurl.com/portfoliosandprojects 
tinyurl.com/projectsandportfolios  
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Dr. Fischler’s free ebook 

 

 

Time is a variable. 

 

Science is a verb. 

 

Learning should be fun for the learner 

and the teacher. 

 

See Dr. Fischler on YouTube 

www.TinyURL.com/timeisavariable.  
tinyurl.com/fischlernova 
tinyurl.com/novaquote 
tinyurl.com/sunfischler 
tinyurl.com/distanceeducationmuseum 
 

www.TINYURL.com/fischlerebook 
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When will your school start 

using portfolios? 
Call (954) 646 8246 and I’ll help you get started. 

 

If your school is located in Florida, you can get free help 

by asking to participate in the “Southeast Florida Free 

Portfolio Startup”  program (SEFFPS).  As many as 

1000 portfolios can be set up at no charge.  How?  (1) The 

trainers show student volunteers how to make the frame of 

the portfolio. (2)  The 

setup can also take 

place off-site with the 

materials sent to 

student volunteers.  

There are several ways 

to reduce costs.  Ask 

about the XYD 

Foundation grant. 

 

You can get this book summarized on YOUTUBE  

by going to  TinyURL.com/sunTonyWagner 

 

A free copy of this book (the Fourth Edition) is at tinyURL.com/sunPortfolios5 
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Free video at  TinyURL.com/xydfreeworkshop   

 

We look forward to searching your school’s website  

and finding a link to Digital Portfolios  

(“a list of websites made by our students”) 

We want to see what your teachers and students do with this idea.   

Please pass this ebook to a GUIDANCE COUNSELOR 

or to a Director of a school. 

tinyURL.com/SunPortfolios5 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cut Along This Line - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

 

Hello:  I just read 

an interesting FREE ebook. 

tinyURL.com/StevePortfolios4 

                                Get tips about making free websites 

                                (954) 646 8246 for a free workshop 
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Many thanks to Abel Thon and Ben Staley  

for sharing their experiences about making free websites at High Tech High School. 

 

 I think the way to look at this is by looking at the cost and benefits.  

I feel that the benefits of having DPs outweigh the cost.  

Having DPs can help you get 

internships, help with college 

applications and perhaps help you 

get a job in the future.  

If we focus on the "what ifs" too much and not doing things because 

"something might happen," then you may be ruining a student’s chances 

of getting benefits from DPs.  -- Abel Thon  

See his Digital Portfolio  http://abelthondp.weebly.com/  

http://tinyurl.com/hthabel  
 

We look forward to searching your school’s website  

and finding a link to Digital Portfolios  

(“a list of websites made by our students”) 

We want to see what your teachers and students do with this idea.   

Please pass this ebook to a GUIDANCE COUNSELOR 

or to a Director of a school. 

tinyURL.com/SunPortfolios5 

 

 

 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cut Along This Line - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

 

Hello:  I just read 

an interesting FREE ebook. 

tinyURL.com/StevePortfolios4 

                                Get tips about making free websites 

                                (954) 646 8246 for a free workshop 
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